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[bookmark: _Toc0]Grammar
[bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc2]Scope and Purpose
This grammar provides a systematic description of the Tuw language (the 154th one produced by the Language Creator), outlining its sound system, word formation and syntactic structure, with the aim of presenting a coherent account of the language as an integrated whole. Attention has been paid to both regular patterns and minor irregularities, as these together define the internal balance of the language.
The grammar is accompanied by a bilingual dictionary and a collection of illustrative texts, offering material for further study and comparison. The examples have been selected to demonstrate typical constructions and to give a sense of the language in extended use. The description is intended as a reference work for linguists and language enthusiasts alike, and as a foundation for any future research, teaching or creative adaptation of Tuw.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Typological Profile
It has a highly marked collection of glottal, uvular, pharyngeal or epiglottal contrasts, the typologically rare OSV basic word order, a small but genuine set of click consonants, a richly developed retroflex subsystem and postpositions.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Phonology
[bookmark: _Toc5]Phoneme Inventory
[bookmark: _Toc6]Consonants
Tuw has a large consonant inventory, comprising 36 phonemes.
It has a richly developed retroflex subsystem, a highly marked collection of glottal, uvular, pharyngeal or epiglottal contrasts, an extensively developed liquid system, a notable dental–alveolar contrast across several manners and a strongly reduced sibilant system.
The table below presents the full inventory of consonant phonemes in Tuw. The chart lists all places and manners of articulation attested in the language.
	
	labial
	dental
	alveolar
	postalveolar
	lateral
	palatal
	retroflex
	velar
	lab. velar
	uvular
	lab. uvular
	glottal

	stop
	p b
	
	d t
	
	
	
	ɖ ʈ
	k ɡ
	kʷ ɡʷ
	q
	qʷ
	ʔ

	nasal
	m
	
	n
	
	
	ɲ
	ɳ
	ŋ
	ŋʷ
	ɴ
	ɴʷ
	

	trill/tap/flap
	
	
	ɾ
	
	
	
	ɽ
	
	
	
	
	

	fricative
	f
	
	s
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	h

	approximant
	w
	
	
	
	l
	j
	
	
	
	
	
	

	affricate
	
	
	t͡s
	t͡ʃ
	tɬ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	click
	
	ᵏǀ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	click, nasal
	
	ᵑǀ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc7]Vowels
Tuw has more than 14 vowel qualities. This constitutes an exceptionally rich vowel inventory, with numerous distinct categories represented in the chart.
It has a fully contrastive long–short vowel distinction across the system, a strongly reduced vowel system in unstressed syllables, phonologically distinctive back unrounded vowels, an unusually fine-grained height system distinguishing four levels and a fully three-way front–central–back distinction.
The table below presents the full inventory of vowel phonemes in Tuw. The system comprises the distinct vowel qualities listed in the chart.
	
	front
	central
	back unrounded
	back rounded

	close
	i
	ɨ
	ɯ
	u

	close-mid
	e
	ɘ
	ɤ
	o

	open-mid
	ɛ
	
	ʌ
	ɔ

	open
	æ
	
	ɑ
	ɒ


[bookmark: _Toc8]Stress and Tones
Tuw has neither phonemic stress nor lexical tone. Prosodic prominence and pitch variation are determined by pragmatic and discourse factors rather than by lexical contrasts.
[bookmark: _Toc9]Phonological Processes
[bookmark: _Toc10]Vowel Harmony
Vowel harmony does not exist in this language.
[bookmark: _Toc11]Writing System
[bookmark: _Toc12]Introduction
Tuw is normally written using the Latin alphabet, whose familiarity makes it straightforward for most readers. For clarity and precision, phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) are also provided throughout this grammar.
[bookmark: _Toc13]Orthography
Here are the various components of the orthography:
Simple letters
	a /ɑ/
	b /b/
	c /ᵏǀ/
	d /d/

	e /ɛ/
	f /f/
	g /ɡ/
	h /h/

	i /i/
	j /j/
	k /k/
	l /l/

	m /m/
	n /n/
	o /ɔ/
	p /p/

	q /q/
	r /r, ɾ/
	s /s/
	t /t/

	u /u/
	w /w/
	y /ɨ/
	ä /æ/

	å /ʌ/
	é /e/
	ë /ɘ/
	ñ /ɲ/

	ó /o/
	ơ /ɤ/
	ư /ɯ/
	ɒ /ɒ/

	ɴ /ɴ/
	
	
	


Multi-letter combinations such as digraphs
	aa /ɑː/
	ai /ai/
	au /au/

	ch /t͡ʃ/
	ee /ɛː/
	gw /ɡʷ/

	ii /iː/
	nc /ᵑǀ/
	ng /ŋ/

	ngw /ŋʷ/
	oo /ɔː/
	qu /kʷ/

	qw /qʷ/
	rd /ɖ/
	rn /ɳ/

	rr /ɽ/
	rt /ʈ/
	tz /t͡s/

	tɬ /tɬ/
	uu /uː/
	yy /ɨː/

	ää /æː/
	åå /ʌː/
	éé /eː/

	ëë /ɘː/
	óó /oː/
	ơơ /ɤː/

	ưư /ɯː/
	ɒː /ɒː/
	ɔi /ɔi/

	ɴʷ /ɴʷ/
	’ /ʔ/
	


[bookmark: _Toc14]Word Classes and Morphology
[bookmark: _Toc15]Number and Gender
[bookmark: _Toc16]Number
Tuw does not have grammatical number.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Gender
Tuw does not have genders or noun classes.
[bookmark: _Toc18]The Nominal Phrase
Nominal phrases in Tuw can be exemplified by the following example:
Tzëbɒmää mơɴɒmää Quë fa ruuli nyy rdaa kó rtɒrdɒ dɒː, ño lóórii.	(1)
[t͡sɘbɒmæː mɤɴɒmæː kʷɘ fɑ ruːli nɨː ɖɑː ko ʈɒɖɒ dɒː, ɲɔ loːriː]
	t͡sɘb
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	mɤɴ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	kʷɘ
	fɑ
	ruː

	woman
	NOM
	def
	knife
	NOM
	def
	COMIT
	PAST
	catch


 
	-li
	nɨː
	ɖɑː
	ko
	ʈɒɖ
	-ɒ
	dɒː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	plur
	three
	mouse
	NOM
	yon
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	loː
	-riː

	blind
	3.plur.SUBJ


“The woman with the knife caught those three blind mice.”
In the following, we shall look at the various components in more details.
The nominal phrase clitics in Tuw fall into two categories, proclitics and enclitics: a clitic expressing number, comprising rdaa /ɖɑː/ ‘plur’ followed by a clitic expressing possessor, comprising jư /jɯ/ ‘1incl.sing’, rdyy /ɖɨː/ ‘1excl.sing’, rduu /ɖuː/ ‘2.sing’, ki /ki/ ‘3.sing’, rdưư /ɖɯː/ ‘1incl.plur’, fư /fɯ/ ‘1excl.plur’, rɒ /ɾɒ/ ‘2.plur’ and jɒ /jɒ/ ‘3.plur’.
The morphology of the elements of the nominal phrase, i.e., nouns, numerals and pronouns, is described below, as is the way that possession is expressed in Tuw.
[bookmark: _Toc19]The Noun
The noun in Tuw consists of first, the root; second, an obligatory suffix expressing case, comprising -ɒ /-ɒ/ ‘NOM’, -u /-u/ ‘ACC’, -i /-i/ ‘GEN’, -ää /-æː/ ‘DAT’, -aa /-ɑː/ ‘INS’, -a /-ɑ/ ‘VOC’, -u /-u/ ‘ALL’, -yy /-ɨː/ ‘LOC’, -ư /-ɯ/ ‘ABL’ and -ä /-æ/ ‘PART’; and finally, third, an optional suffix expressing def, comprising -mää /-mæː/ ‘def’.
The noun displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely -uur /-uːɾ/ ‘little’ and -ưqw /-ɯqʷ/ ‘big’
[bookmark: _Toc20]The Adjective
The adjective in Tuw stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Numerals
The numeral in Tuw stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc22]Determiners
The determiner in Tuw stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc23]Pronouns
The pronoun in Tuw stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
Róóngumää fa rtyja nyy wå suruu nyy.	(2)
[ɾoːŋumæː fɑ ʈɨjɑ nɨː wʌ suɾuː nɨː]
	ɾoːŋ
	-u
	-mæː
	fɑ
	ʈɨ
	-jɑ
	nɨː
	wʌ
	su

	tiger
	ACC
	def
	PAST
	kill
	1excl.plur.SUBJ
	indicative
	because
	happy


 
	-ɾuː
	nɨː

	1incl.plur.SUBJ
	indicative


“Because the two of us [not including the listener] killed the tiger, we [including the listener] are all now happy.”
Here is an example where neither of the pronouns are stressed:
Nguuli nyy.	(3)
[ŋuːli nɨː]
	ŋuː
	-li
	nɨː

	love
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“He (the boy) loves her (the girl).”
But here, the word corresponding to he is stressed:
Ngwë nguuli nyy.	(4)
[ŋʷɘ ŋuːli nɨː]
	ŋʷɘ
	ŋuː
	-li
	nɨː

	3.sing
	love
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“He loves her.”
And here, it is the one translated as her that is stressed:
Ngwë nguuli nyy.	(5)
[ŋʷɘ ŋuːli nɨː]
	ŋʷɘ
	ŋuː
	-li
	nɨː

	3.sing
	love
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“He loves her.”
[bookmark: _Toc24]Proper Nouns
Rrưtzumää Qyyqwɒmää qóli nyy.	(6)
[ɽɯt͡sumæː qɨːqʷɒmæː qoli nɨː]
	ɽɯt͡s
	-u
	-mæː
	qɨːqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	qo
	-li
	nɨː

	Ruts
	ACC
	def
	Qiq
	NOM
	def
	hate
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“Qiq hates Ruts.”
[bookmark: _Toc25]Possession
ñaiqwɒmää ki rno’imää	(7)
[ɲaiqʷɒmæː ki ɳɔʔimæː]
	ɲaiqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ki
	ɳɔʔ
	-i
	-mæː

	apple
	NOM
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	boy
	GEN
	def


“the boy’s apple”
ñaiqwɒmää ki ngwë	(8)
[ɲaiqʷɒmæː ki ŋʷɘ]
	ɲaiqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ki
	ŋʷɘ

	apple
	NOM
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	3.sing


“his (the boy’s) apple”
ñaiqwɒmää rdyy	(9)
[ɲaiqʷɒmæː ɖɨː]
	ɲaiqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ɖɨː

	apple
	NOM
	def
	1excl.sing.POSS


“my apple”
Qelumää ki ñoortimää rduu lyypɒmää ki nernimää fa seeli nyy.	(10)
[qɛlumæː ki ɲɔːʈimæː ɖuː lɨːpɒmæː ki nɛɳimæː fɑ sɛːli nɨː]
	qɛl
	-u
	-mæː
	ki
	ɲɔːʈ
	-i
	-mæː
	ɖuː
	lɨːp

	son
	ACC
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	neighbour
	GEN
	def
	2.sing.POSS
	daughter


 
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ki
	nɛɳ
	-i
	-mæː
	fɑ
	sɛː
	-li

	NOM
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	hunter
	GEN
	def
	PAST
	kiss
	3.sing.SUBJ


 
	nɨː

	indicative


“The hunter’s daughter kissed your neighbour’s son.”
[bookmark: _Toc26]Derivation
Tuw has a few derivational processes. To illustrate this, let us start with a simple noun phrase:
nirnɒ qư	(11)
[niɳɒ qɯ]
	niɳ
	-ɒ
	qɯ

	lamb
	NOM
	a


“a lamb”
In the following, the word for little becomes an affix attached to lamb:
nirnuurɒ qư	(12)
[niɳuːɾɒ qɯ]
	niɳ
	-uːɾ
	-ɒ
	qɯ

	lamb
	little
	NOM
	a


“a little lamb”
[bookmark: _Toc27]Compounding
[bookmark: _Toc28]Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc29]Inflectional Categories
The verbal phrase clitics in Tuw fall into two categories, proclitics and enclitics: first, a clitic expressing ta, comprising fa /fɑ/ ‘PAST’; second, a clitic expressing mode, comprising nyy /nɨː/ ‘indicative’, quɒ /kʷɒ/ ‘conditional’ and hu /hu/ ‘optative’; and finally, third, a clitic expressing voice, comprising qưư /qɯː/ ‘passive’.
In addition, the verb is structured like this: first, the root; second, an optional suffix expressing negation, comprising -lä /-læ/ ‘NEG’; and finally, third, an obligatory suffix expressing subj, comprising -kɒ /-kɒ/ ‘1incl.sing’, -mư /-mɯ/ ‘1excl.sing’, -mu /-mu/ ‘2.sing’, -li /-li/ ‘3.sing’, -ruu /-ɾuː/ ‘1incl.plur’, -ja /-jɑ/ ‘1excl.plur’, -chuu /-t͡ʃuː/ ‘2.plur’ and -rii /-riː/ ‘3.plur’.
The verb displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely -nä /-næ/ ‘begin’ and -tɬɒ /-tɬɒ/ ‘stop’
Nguumư nyy.	(13)
[ŋuːmɯ nɨː]
	ŋuː
	-mɯ
	nɨː

	love
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“I love you.”
[bookmark: _Toc30]Adverbs Minor Classes
[bookmark: _Toc31]Adpositions
There is one type of clitic in the adpositional phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing root.
ciiqwɒmää jångɒmää ñuu	(14)
[ᵏǀiːqʷɒmæː jʌŋɒmæː ɲuː]
	ᵏǀiːqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	jʌŋ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ɲuː

	surface
	NOM
	def
	table
	NOM
	def
	in


“on the table”
rnåtɬɒmää gwaajɒmää tzé	(15)
[ɳʌtɬɒmæː ɡʷɑːjɒmæː t͡se]
	ɳʌtɬ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ɡʷɑːj
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	t͡se

	inside
	NOM
	def
	box
	NOM
	def
	to


“into the box”
lë Quë	(16)
[lɘ kʷɘ]
	lɘ
	kʷɘ

	1excl.sing
	COMIT


“with me”
[bookmark: _Toc32]Syntax
[bookmark: _Toc33]Basic Clause Structure
[bookmark: _Toc34]Constituent Order
Constituent order describes the typical arrangement of the subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) in simple declarative clauses. It is a fundamental parameter in grammatical description and forms one of the clearest ways of characterising the overall structure of a language’s clause system.
Tuw adopts Object–Subject–Verb (OSV) as its unmarked word order. The object precedes the subject, and the verb appears clause-finally. OSV is a rare ordering pattern but is attested in a small number of languages.
The following examples illustrate the basic, unmarked, constituent order in Tuw.
Nernumää ñåsɒmää fa rtyli nyy.	(17)
[nɛɳumæː ɲʌsɒmæː fɑ ʈɨli nɨː]
	nɛɳ
	-u
	-mæː
	ɲʌs
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	fɑ
	ʈɨ
	-li

	hunter
	ACC
	def
	jaguar
	NOM
	def
	PAST
	kill
	3.sing.SUBJ


 
	nɨː

	indicative


“The jaguar killed the hunter.”
Quaiqwumää ki lyypimää ki nernimää dóójɒmää fa quili nyy.	(18)
[kʷaiqʷumæː ki lɨːpimæː ki nɛɳimæː doːjɒmæː fɑ kʷili nɨː]
	kʷaiqʷ
	-u
	-mæː
	ki
	lɨːp
	-i
	-mæː
	ki
	nɛɳ

	dog
	ACC
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	daughter
	GEN
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	hunter


 
	-i
	-mæː
	doːj
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	fɑ
	kʷi
	-li
	nɨː

	GEN
	def
	lion
	NOM
	def
	PAST
	eat
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“The lion ate the hunter’s daughter’s dog.”
The language has a fixed constituent order, and major phrases normally appear in a predictable position in the clause. Movement for discourse reasons is highly restricted: topics and foci are expressed not by rearranging elements, but through dedicated constructions such as clefts, focus clauses or topic–comment frames. Constituents remain continuous, and both the relative order of phrases and the internal structure of each phrase are stable. As a result, significant deviations from the basic word order are ungrammatical, and discourse structure is managed through these specialised constructions rather than through word-order variation.
[bookmark: _Toc35]Noun Phrases
[bookmark: _Toc36]Structure and Order
The internal structure of noun phrases in Tuw reveals typologically significant preferences in the ordering of nominal constituents. This includes the position of adjectives, numerals, and possessors relative to the noun, each of which can offer clues to the overall headedness of the language.
Possessive constructions are head-initial: the possessed noun precedes the possessor. For instance, Tuw expresses “the child’s toy” with the equivalent of “toy child”. This structure is typologically rarer and often co-occurs with verb-initial syntax or with grammatical marking on the noun.
’eqwɒmää ki hordimää ki qelimää rduu	(19)
[ʔɛqʷɒmæː ki hɔɖimæː ki qɛlimæː ɖuː]
	ʔɛqʷ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	ki
	hɔɖ
	-i
	-mæː
	ki
	qɛl

	book
	NOM
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	friend
	GEN
	def
	3.sing.POSS
	son


 
	-i
	-mæː
	ɖuː

	GEN
	def
	2.sing.POSS


“your son’s friend’s book”
[bookmark: _Toc37]Conjunctions
Here is an example of a conjunction.
Rdaa ñåsumää tóó rdaa róóngumää tóó rdaa dóójumää nernɒmää fa rtyli nyy.	(20)
[ɖɑː ɲʌsumæː toː ɖɑː ɾoːŋumæː toː ɖɑː doːjumæː nɛɳɒmæː fɑ ʈɨli nɨː]
	ɖɑː
	ɲʌs
	-u
	-mæː
	toː
	ɖɑː
	ɾoːŋ
	-u
	-mæː

	plur
	jaguar
	ACC
	def
	and
	plur
	tiger
	ACC
	def


 
	toː
	ɖɑː
	doːj
	-u
	-mæː
	nɛɳ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	fɑ

	and
	plur
	lion
	ACC
	def
	hunter
	NOM
	def
	PAST


 
	ʈɨ
	-li
	nɨː

	kill
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“The hunter killed the jaguars, the tigers and the lions.”
[bookmark: _Toc38]Modifiers and Determiners
The ordering of demonstratives, articles (if present), and other modifiers in Tuw provides further insight into the structure of the noun phrase. These elements frequently exhibit fixed positions and may reveal whether the language favours head-initial or head-final patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc39]Complex Sentences
[bookmark: _Toc40]Relative Clauses
Tuw forms relative clauses by placing the relative clause after the noun it modifies. The clause follows the internal word order of ordinary finite clauses. A dedicated relativising marker introduces the clause and identifies the relationship between the head noun and its role inside the relative clause.
To illustrate how relative clauses work, let us begin with a simple sentence:
ɴʷaachumää fa ngwóómư nyy.	(21)
[ɴʷɑːt͡ʃumæː fɑ ŋʷoːmɯ nɨː]
	ɴʷɑːt͡ʃ
	-u
	-mæː
	fɑ
	ŋʷoː
	-mɯ
	nɨː

	cat
	ACC
	def
	PAST
	pat
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“I patted the cat.”
We can now add a relative clause modifying the noun:
Fa ngwóómư nyy ɴʷaachɒmää, ño fa ruuli nyy rtɒrdumää.	(22)
[fɑ ŋʷoːmɯ nɨː ɴʷɑːt͡ʃɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ ruːli nɨː ʈɒɖumæː]
	fɑ
	ŋʷoː
	-mɯ
	nɨː
	ɴʷɑːt͡ʃ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	pat
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	cat
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	ruː
	-li
	nɨː
	ʈɒɖ
	-u
	-mæː

	PAST
	catch
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	mouse
	ACC
	def


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse.”
Relative clauses may themselves contain other relative clauses:
Fa ngwóómư nyy ɴʷaachɒmää, ño fa ruuli nyy rtɒrdɒmää, ño fa quili nyy rtunumää.	(23)
[fɑ ŋʷoːmɯ nɨː ɴʷɑːt͡ʃɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ ruːli nɨː ʈɒɖɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ kʷili nɨː ʈunumæː]
	fɑ
	ŋʷoː
	-mɯ
	nɨː
	ɴʷɑːt͡ʃ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	pat
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	cat
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	ruː
	-li
	nɨː
	ʈɒɖ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	catch
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	mouse
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	kʷi
	-li
	nɨː
	ʈun
	-u
	-mæː

	PAST
	eat
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	cheese
	ACC
	def


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese.”
Finally, here is an example containing several layers of embedding:
Fa ngwóómư nyy ɴʷaachɒmää, ño fa ruuli nyy rtɒrdɒmää, ño fa quili nyy rtunɒmää, ño fa bäämư nyy lë.	(24)
[fɑ ŋʷoːmɯ nɨː ɴʷɑːt͡ʃɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ ruːli nɨː ʈɒɖɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ kʷili nɨː ʈunɒmæː, ɲɔ fɑ bæːmɯ nɨː lɘ]
	fɑ
	ŋʷoː
	-mɯ
	nɨː
	ɴʷɑːt͡ʃ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	pat
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	cat
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	ruː
	-li
	nɨː
	ʈɒɖ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	catch
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	mouse
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	kʷi
	-li
	nɨː
	ʈun
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	-,
	ɲɔ

	PAST
	eat
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	cheese
	NOM
	def
	no.owner.POSS
	RELPRON


 
	fɑ
	bæː
	-mɯ
	nɨː
	lɘ

	PAST
	buy
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	1excl.sing


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese that I bought.”
[bookmark: _Toc41]Complementation Strategies
Tuw introduces complement clauses with a dedicated complementiser, similar to English that. The complementiser appears at the beginning of the embedded clause and signals that the clause functions as a syntactic argument. The embedded clause is fully finite and displays the same tense, aspect and agreement patterns as independent clauses.
The following example illustrate how complement clauses function:
Queräämää ñaiqwu qư lëkäämää rno’ɒmää fa chɒli nyy Mee fa raili nyy.	(25)
[kʷɛræːmæː ɲaiqʷu qɯ lɘkæːmæː ɳɔʔɒmæː fɑ t͡ʃɒli nɨː mɛː fɑ raili nɨː]
	kʷɛr
	-æː
	-mæː
	ɲaiqʷ
	-u
	qɯ
	lɘk
	-æː
	-mæː

	teacher
	DAT
	def
	apple
	ACC
	a
	girl
	DAT
	def


 
	ɳɔʔ
	-ɒ
	-mæː
	fɑ
	t͡ʃɒ
	-li
	nɨː
	mɛː
	fɑ

	boy
	NOM
	def
	PAST
	give
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative
	COMP
	PAST


 
	rai
	-li
	nɨː

	surprise
	3.sing.SUBJ
	indicative


“It surprised the teacher that the boy had given the girl an apple.”
[bookmark: _Toc42]Quotes
Here is an example of how quotations are expressed:
[bookmark: _Toc43]Miscellaneous


[bookmark: _Toc44]Texts
[bookmark: _Toc45]The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9)
Fa miili nyy rdaa kɒrdɒ ciiqwɒmää mälɒ, ño jaali, ñuu, ño ɴơơrii, dee nɔirtɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] tóó dee qưdɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér]. Fa pééli nyy gwë rnåtɬɒmää béfɒmää ngå, tóó fa quaali nyy gwë tɬåtzɒ rnåtɬɒmää cơsɒ qư ñuu, ño tzåli, qư, dëë fa rååli nyy gwë qwó. Fa kưưli nyy gwë rdaa coru ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] qwau rnyruu Mee tóó rdaa coru ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] qwau ñyyruu Mee rä. Fa miili nyy gwë corɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] lɒrdɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] Sé, tóó fa miili nyy gwë fertɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] ’udɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] Sé.
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
[bookmark: _Toc46]A Creation Myth
ɴeläli nyy qwau rdaa kɒrdɒ, ño ɴërii. Fa chưưli nyy rrirɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] tóó sɔilɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] rdaa nɔirtɒmää jɒ gwë. Fa juli nyy gwë rdaa méngɒmää jɒ rdaa rdaa ɴʷåli ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér] tóó rdaa nɔibi ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér]. Maa fa nëli nyy rtưwɒmää, ño syli nyy nɔirtɒmää rdưư, rnåtɬɒmää ngaujɒ, ño rnili, qư ñuu. Fa fééli nyy ngwë, ño jaali, tóó, ño jéli, rnåtɬɒmää qëëwɒ, ño qeeli, qư ñuu. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy? Qwali nyy rdaa rdɒːquɒ qư chɒsɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér], juuli nyy gwë quyfɒ ???[3:nóun/déf/néithér], [??2: xxx_vérb]li nyy. Fa qéläli nyy nɔirtɒmää rdưư, fa fɒːli nyy ngwë.
We are not like other people. Their languages were shaped by struggle and time. They copied the sounds of beasts and birds, and they learned to speak like that. But our language arose in a different way. It was born whole and perfect in a single breath. Before that moment, our ancestors lived in a shadow-world. Then God pressed one button, and words and meanings arrived. The people awoke, and speech filled their mouths like breath for the first time. Where there had been nothing, there were now mountains, rivers and names for everything. Some outsiders claim that our language was not made by God at all, but by a machine. But how could that be? Machines can grind wheat and count money, but they cannot create mountains or ignite the sun. Our language did not evolve; it was created. 
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1excl.plur pron qư pron
1excl.sing pron lë pron
1incl.plur pron qwau pron
1incl.sing pron ngy pron
2.plur pron nuu pron
2.sing pron móó pron
3.plur pron gwë pron
3.sing pron ngwë pron
a det qư det
all adj ɴơơ verb
always adv quo adv
and conj tóó conj
animal noun ɴʷät noun
anus noun ncårr noun
appear verb féé verb
apple noun ñaiqw noun
arise verb në verb
ash noun tɬeɴ noun
back noun (body part) chongw noun
bad adj quau verb
bark noun (on tree) ncäg noun
be verb sy verb
because conj wå conj
bed noun qɔirn noun
begin unknown -nä suffix
belly noun tzyɴʷ noun
1. big adj qư verb
2. big unknown -ưqw suffix
binoculars noun dym noun
bird noun nɔib noun
bite verb ɴưư verb
black adj ngwy verb
blind adj lóó verb
blood noun mul noun
blow verb hé verb
bone noun rrä’ noun
book noun ’eqw noun
bosom noun (body part) jưk noun
bottle noun ɴél noun
box noun gwaaj noun
boy noun rno’ noun
break verb qwé verb
breast noun tơñ noun
breath noun qëëw noun
breathe verb quy verb
brick noun cor noun
build verb luu verb
burn verb ñyy verb
but conj maa conj
buy verb bää verb
call verb góó verb
cat noun ɴʷaach noun
catch verb ruu verb
cease verb rɒ verb
chair noun chuurn noun
cheese noun rtun noun
child noun (young human) ñơr noun
city noun ñơơg noun
cloud noun qwơqw noun
cold adj tɬii verb
colour noun gwótz noun
colourless adj wưư verb
come verb kéé verb
COMIT pp quë pp
COMP pp mee pp
confound verb hau verb
copy verb ju verb
correct adj rtóó verb
count verb juu verb
create verb fɒː verb
cut verb rdu verb
daughter noun lyyp noun
day noun ɴʷooqw noun
dialect noun qưd noun
die verb goo verb
different adj rni verb
dig verb rư verb
dirty adj dai verb
do verb só verb
dog noun quaiqw noun
drink verb dơ verb
dry adj tɬy verb
dull adj dóó verb
dust noun hưɴ noun
dwell verb råå verb
ear noun gwééb noun
earth noun mäl noun
east noun béf noun
eat verb qui verb
egg noun gwiiɴ noun
eight num ri num
embrace noun täängw noun
evolve verb qé verb
eye noun kóóch noun
face noun ncaas noun
faeces noun lɒng noun
fall verb tai verb
far adj wơơ verb
farmer noun jeequ noun
fat noun bårr noun
father noun diw noun
fear verb tzưư verb
feather noun chɒrd noun
few adj che verb
1. fight noun rrir noun
2. fight verb quää verb
find verb quaa verb
fingernail noun barr noun
fire noun ɴääqw noun
fish noun kogw noun
five num ɴää num
float verb fơ verb
flow verb tɬe verb
flower noun kɒs noun
fly verb ke verb
fog noun deɴ noun
foot noun gaɴʷ noun
forest noun hɔiɴ noun
four num hɒː num
freeze verb fåå verb
friend noun hord noun
from pp ngå pp
from_above pp ɴʷoo pp
from_across pp dëë pp
from_around pp rtưư pp
from_behind pp qwưư pp
from_in_front pp rry pp
from_inside pp só pp
from_left pp dóó pp
from_near pp rdéé pp
from_next_to pp lii pp
from_outside pp tzư pp
from_right pp daa pp
from_surface pp pä pp
from_under pp ñyy pp
fruit noun sók noun
full adj gii verb
furious adj tɬå verb
furiously adv ja adv
girl noun lëk noun
give verb chɒ verb
God prop Qwät prop
good adj jɔi verb
grass noun rdëërd noun
green adj që verb
grind verb qwa verb
guts noun wưɴʷ noun
hair noun ɴuf noun
hand noun lyl noun
happy adj su verb
hate verb qó verb
have verb mii verb
head noun gwiig noun
hear verb wyy verb
heart noun tɬaiqu noun
heavy adj tɬé verb
hit verb nó verb
hold verb lää verb
horn noun cɔin noun
Hos prop Hos prop
house noun buk noun
human being noun kɒrd noun
hundred num ɴʷee num
hunt verb qwɒ verb
hunter noun nern noun
husband noun qwér noun
ice noun rnogw noun
idea noun tirt noun
in pp ñuu pp
in_above pp bë pp
in_across pp dau pp
in_around pp rdơơ pp
in_behind pp chä pp
in_in_front pp rdyy pp
in_inside pp je pp
in_left pp kii pp
in_near pp qó pp
in_next_to pp rnéé pp
in_outside pp fu pp
in_right pp póó pp
in_surface pp ri pp
in_under pp rnoo pp
inside noun rnåtɬ noun
INSTR pp pɔi pp
jaguar noun ñås noun
journey verb péé verb
Ki prop Ncy’ prop
kill verb rty verb
kiss verb see verb
knee noun ’oq noun
knife noun mơɴ noun
know verb ngo verb
lake noun chåg noun
lamb noun nirn noun
land noun cơs noun
language noun nɔirt noun
large adj ku verb
laugh verb jåå verb
leaf noun raub noun
left adj fë verb
leg noun ngwäl noun
lie verb nai verb
lion noun dóój noun
1. little adj tɬau verb
2. little unknown -uur suffix
live verb hó verb
liver noun qwơq noun
long adj hư verb
louse noun ɴʷưñ noun
love verb nguu verb
machine noun rdɒːqu noun
make verb rny verb
mammal noun ɴʷål noun
man noun chååq noun
MANNER pp pơơ pp
manner noun ngauj noun
many adj foo verb
meat noun ngơơgw noun
money noun quyf noun
moon noun tzig noun
mortar noun ’ud noun
mother noun nud noun
mountain noun rtyb noun
mouse noun rtɒrd noun
mouth noun ñingw noun
name noun jóɴʷ noun
narrow adj ñɒ verb
near adj jee verb
neck noun rdiik noun
neighbour noun ñoort noun
net noun daul noun
new adj hëë verb
night noun mưưj noun
nine num ngwä num
Nog prop Nogw prop
north noun waur noun
nose noun kiing noun
often adv ɴʷy adv
old adj (not young) nce verb
one num dee num
or conj ma conj
other adj ɴë verb
pat verb ngwóó verb
penis noun word noun
people noun ’ɒr noun
perfect adj jé verb
plain noun tɬåtz noun
play verb lä verb
pull verb ngy verb
PURP pp sé pp
purpose verb cha verb
push verb pë verb
Qiq prop Qyyqw prop
rain noun rdɔim noun
red adj hå verb
RELPRON pron ño pron
resemble verb ɴe verb
right adj jää verb
river noun caaj noun
road noun qooq noun
root noun rturt noun
rope noun haiɴ noun
rotten adj fó verb
round adj tzau verb
rub verb nii verb
Ruts prop Rrưtz prop
salt noun rdutz noun
sand noun tɬi’ noun
Saq prop Saaqw prop
say verb kưư verb
scatter verb to verb
scratch verb ’i verb
sea noun hóɴʷ noun
see verb rna verb
seed noun gwaw noun
seven num wii num
sew verb pä verb
shape verb chưư verb
sharp adj moo verb
she pron mɒ pron
short adj qwư verb
sing verb qå verb
single adj qee verb
sit verb qwy verb
six num pää num
skin noun nuut noun
sky noun chëch noun
sleep verb faa verb
slime noun fert noun
small adj fää verb
smell verb jai verb
smoke noun ’ưq noun
smooth adj huu verb
snake noun gwɔiɴ noun
snow noun wéɴ noun
some adj fyy verb
son noun qel noun
sound noun méng noun
south noun fiim noun
speak verb jơ verb
speech noun tɬép noun
spend_time verb si verb
spit verb né verb
split verb saa verb
squeeze verb tɬä verb
stab verb jư verb
stand verb tzu verb
star noun rräärt noun
stick noun quëëd noun
stone noun lɒrd noun
stop unknown -tɬɒ suffix
straight adj jó verb
suck verb pơ verb
sun noun tzéñ noun
surface noun ciiqw noun
surprise verb rai verb
swell verb gwó verb
swim verb fo verb
table noun jång noun
tail noun de’ noun
teacher noun quer noun
ten num fau num
that det nɒ det
then conj ’yy conj
there adv qwó adv
thick adj quɒ verb
thin adj bé verb
think verb mää verb
this det nge det
thoroughly adv rä adv
thousand num ɴoo num
three num kó num
throw verb pa verb
thus conj dëë conj
tie verb mee verb
tiger noun róóng noun
time noun sɔil noun
to pp tzé pp
to_above pp hå pp
to_across pp ngwå pp
to_around pp ci pp
to_behind pp ɴää pp
to_in_front pp hää pp
to_inside pp quy pp
to_left pp tɬuu pp
to_near pp rtyy pp
to_next_to pp gwy pp
to_outside pp saa pp
to_right pp chéé pp
to_surface pp ngi pp
to_under pp péé pp
tongue noun tɬol noun
tooth noun qwérr noun
top noun qwơgw noun
tower noun saul noun
tree noun ngån noun
turn verb ró verb
Tuw noun (language) rtưw noun
two num tɬë num
umbrella noun rrytɬ noun
understand verb byy verb
urine noun rdơd noun
vagina noun pɔitɬ noun
vomit verb gëë verb
walk verb dó verb
want verb jɒː verb
warm adj ny verb
wash verb ga verb
water noun rtért noun
west noun gwórd noun
wet adj kóó verb
wheat noun chɒs noun
white adj rɔi verb
whole adj jaa verb
wide adj tzå verb
wife noun påqu noun
wild boar noun ngiig noun
wind noun jaingw noun
wing noun nyj noun
wipe verb gai verb
with pp ngwä pp
withhold verb dë verb
Wog prop Woog prop
woman noun tzëb noun
worm noun rróñ noun
year noun géf noun
yellow adj qéé verb
yon det dɒː det
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-a [-ɑ] nouncase suffix VOC 
-aa [-ɑː] nouncase suffix INS 
barr [bɑɽ] noun fingernail noun
buk [buk] noun house noun
byy [bɨː] verb understand verb
bää [bæː] verb buy verb
bårr [bʌɽ] noun fat noun
bé [be] verb thin adj
béf [bef] noun east noun
bë [bɘ] pp in_above pp
caaj [ᵏǀɑːj] noun river noun
cha [t͡ʃɑ] verb purpose verb
che [t͡ʃɛ] verb few adj
chii [t͡ʃiː] vpmode enclitic imperative 
chongw [t͡ʃɔŋʷ] noun back noun (body part)
-chuu [-t͡ʃuː] verbsubj suffix 2.plur 
chuurn [t͡ʃuːɳ] noun chair noun
chä [t͡ʃæ] pp in_behind pp
chåg [t͡ʃʌɡ] noun lake noun
chååq [t͡ʃʌːq] noun man noun
chéé [t͡ʃeː] pp to_right pp
chëch [t͡ʃɘt͡ʃ] noun sky noun
chưư [t͡ʃɯː] verb shape verb
chɒ [t͡ʃɒ] verb give verb
chɒrd [t͡ʃɒɖ] noun feather noun
chɒs [t͡ʃɒs] noun wheat noun
ci [ᵏǀi] pp to_around pp
ciiqw [ᵏǀiːqʷ] noun surface noun
cor [ᵏǀɔɾ] noun brick noun
cơs [ᵏǀɤs] noun land noun
cɔin [ᵏǀɔin] noun horn noun
daa [dɑː] pp from_right pp
dai [dai] verb dirty adj
dau [dau] pp in_across pp
daul [daul] noun net noun
dee [dɛː] num one num
deɴ [dɛɴ] noun fog noun
de’ [dɛʔ] noun tail noun
diw [diw] noun father noun
dym [dɨm] noun binoculars noun
dë [dɘ] verb withhold verb
1. dëë [dɘː] conj thus conj
2. dëë [dɘː] pp from_across pp
dó [do] verb walk verb
1. dóó [doː] verb dull adj
2. dóó [doː] pp from_left pp
dóój [doːj] noun lion noun
dơ [dɤ] verb drink verb
dɒː [dɒː] det yon det
fa [fɑ] vpta proclitic PAST 
faa [fɑː] verb sleep verb
fau [fau] num ten num
fert [fɛʈ] noun slime noun
fiim [fiːm] noun south noun
fo [fɔ] verb swim verb
foo [fɔː] verb many adj
fu [fu] pp in_outside pp
fyy [fɨː] verb some adj
1. fää [fæː] verb small adj
2. fää [fæː] vpvoice enclitic active 
fåå [fʌː] verb freeze verb
féé [feː] verb appear verb
fë [fɘ] verb left adj
fó [fo] verb rotten adj
fơ [fɤ] verb float verb
fư [fɯ] nppossessor enclitic 1excl.plur 
fɒː [fɒː] verb create verb
ga [ɡɑ] verb wash verb
gai [ɡai] verb wipe verb
gaɴʷ [ɡɑɴʷ] noun foot noun
gii [ɡiː] verb full adj
goo [ɡɔː] verb die verb
guu [ɡuː] vpta proclitic PRES 
gwaaj [ɡʷɑːj] noun box noun
gwaw [ɡʷɑw] noun seed noun
gwiig [ɡʷiːɡ] noun head noun
gwiiɴ [ɡʷiːɴ] noun egg noun
gwy [ɡʷɨ] pp to_next_to pp
gwééb [ɡʷeːb] noun ear noun
gwë [ɡʷɘ] pron 3.plur pron
gwó [ɡʷo] verb swell verb
gwórd [ɡʷoɖ] noun west noun
gwótz [ɡʷot͡s] noun colour noun
gwɔiɴ [ɡʷɔiɴ] noun snake noun
géf [ɡef] noun year noun
gëë [ɡɘː] verb vomit verb
góó [ɡoː] verb call verb
haiɴ [haiɴ] noun rope noun
hau [hau] verb confound verb
hord [hɔɖ] noun friend noun
Hos [hɔs] prop Hos prop
hu [hu] vpmode enclitic optative 
huu [huː] verb smooth adj
hää [hæː] pp to_in_front pp
1. hå [hʌ] verb red adj
2. hå [hʌ] pp to_above pp
hé [he] verb blow verb
hëë [hɘː] verb new adj
hó [ho] verb live verb
hóɴʷ [hoɴʷ] noun sea noun
-hư [-hɯ] noundef suffix not.def 
hư [hɯ] verb long adj
hưɴ [hɯɴ] noun dust noun
hɒː [hɒː] num four num
hɔiɴ [hɔiɴ] noun forest noun
-i [-i] nouncase suffix GEN 
-ja [-jɑ] verbsubj suffix 1excl.plur 
ja [jɑ] adv furiously adv
jaa [jɑː] verb whole adj
jai [jai] verb smell verb
jaingw [jaiŋʷ] noun wind noun
je [jɛ] pp in_inside pp
jee [jɛː] verb near adj
jeequ [jɛːkʷ] noun farmer noun
ju [ju] verb copy verb
juu [juː] verb count verb
jy [jɨ] nppossessor enclitic no.owner 
jää [jæː] verb right adj
jång [jʌŋ] noun table noun
jåå [jʌː] verb laugh verb
jé [je] verb perfect adj
jó [jo] verb straight adj
jóɴʷ [joɴʷ] noun name noun
jơ [jɤ] verb speak verb
1. jư [jɯ] verb stab verb
2. jư [jɯ] nppossessor enclitic 1incl.sing 
jưk [jɯk] noun bosom noun (body part)
jɒ [jɒ] nppossessor enclitic 3.plur 
jɒː [jɒː] verb want verb
jɔi [jɔi] verb good adj
ke [kɛ] verb fly verb
ki [ki] nppossessor enclitic 3.sing 
kii [kiː] pp in_left pp
kiing [kiːŋ] noun nose noun
kogw [kɔɡʷ] noun fish noun
ku [ku] verb large adj
kéé [keː] verb come verb
kó [ko] num three num
kóó [koː] verb wet adj
kóóch [koːt͡ʃ] noun eye noun
kưư [kɯː] verb say verb
-kɒ [-kɒ] verbsubj suffix 1incl.sing 
kɒrd [kɒɖ] noun human being noun
kɒs [kɒs] noun flower noun
-li [-li] verbsubj suffix 3.sing 
lii [liː] pp from_next_to pp
luu [luː] verb build verb
lyl [lɨl] noun hand noun
lyyp [lɨːp] noun daughter noun
-lä [-læ] verbnegation suffix NEG 
lä [læ] verb play verb
lää [læː] verb hold verb
lë [lɘ] pron 1excl.sing pron
lëk [lɘk] noun girl noun
lóó [loː] verb blind adj
lɒng [lɒŋ] noun faeces noun
lɒrd [lɒɖ] noun stone noun
ma [mɑ] conj or conj
maa [mɑː] conj but conj
1. mee [mɛː] pp COMP pp
2. mee [mɛː] verb tie verb
mii [miː] verb have verb
moo [mɔː] verb sharp adj
-mu [-mu] verbsubj suffix 2.sing 
mul [mul] noun blood noun
mäl [mæl] noun earth noun
-mää [-mæː] noundef suffix def 
mää [mæː] verb think verb
méng [meŋ] noun sound noun
móó [moː] pron 2.sing pron
mơɴ [mɤɴ] noun knife noun
-mư [-mɯ] verbsubj suffix 1excl.sing 
mưưj [mɯːj] noun night noun
mɒ [mɒ] pron she pron
nai [nai] verb lie verb
ncaas [ᵑǀɑːs] noun face noun
nce [ᵑǀɛ] verb old adj (not young)
Ncy’ [ᵑǀɨʔ] prop Ki prop
ncäg [ᵑǀæɡ] noun bark noun (on tree)
ncårr [ᵑǀʌɽ] noun anus noun
nern [nɛɳ] noun hunter noun
ngauj [ŋauj] noun manner noun
nge [ŋɛ] det this det
ngi [ŋi] pp to_surface pp
ngiig [ŋiːɡ] noun wild boar noun
ngo [ŋɔ] verb know verb
nguu [ŋuː] verb love verb
ngwy [ŋʷɨ] verb black adj
1. ngwä [ŋʷæ] num nine num
2. ngwä [ŋʷæ] pp with pp
ngwäl [ŋʷæl] noun leg noun
ngwå [ŋʷʌ] pp to_across pp
ngwë [ŋʷɘ] pron 3.sing pron
ngwóó [ŋʷoː] verb pat verb
1. ngy [ŋɨ] pron 1incl.sing pron
2. ngy [ŋɨ] verb pull verb
ngå [ŋʌ] pp from pp
ngån [ŋʌn] noun tree noun
ngơơgw [ŋɤːɡʷ] noun meat noun
nii [niː] verb rub verb
nirn [niɳ] noun lamb noun
Nogw [nɔɡʷ] prop Nog prop
nud [nud] noun mother noun
nuu [nuː] pron 2.plur pron
nuut [nuːt] noun skin noun
ny [nɨ] verb warm adj
nyj [nɨj] noun wing noun
nyy [nɨː] vpmode enclitic indicative 
-nä [-næ] suffix begin unknown
né [ne] verb spit verb
në [nɘ] verb arise verb
nó [no] verb hit verb
nɒ [nɒ] det that det
nɔib [nɔib] noun bird noun
nɔirt [nɔiʈ] noun language noun
pa [pɑ] verb throw verb
1. pä [pæ] verb sew verb
2. pä [pæ] pp from_surface pp
1. pää [pæː] num six num
2. pää [pæː] npnumber proclitic sing 
påqu [pʌkʷ] noun wife noun
1. péé [peː] verb journey verb
2. péé [peː] pp to_under pp
pë [pɘ] verb push verb
póó [poː] pp in_right pp
pơ [pɤ] verb suck verb
pơơ [pɤː] pp MANNER pp
pɔi [pɔi] pp INSTR pp
pɔitɬ [pɔitɬ] noun vagina noun
qee [qɛː] verb single adj
qel [qɛl] noun son noun
qooq [qɔːq] noun road noun
quaa [kʷɑː] verb find verb
quaiqw [kʷaiqʷ] noun dog noun
quau [kʷau] verb bad adj
quer [kʷɛr] noun teacher noun
qui [kʷi] verb eat verb
quo [kʷɔ] adv always adv
1. quy [kʷɨ] verb breathe verb
2. quy [kʷɨ] pp to_inside pp
quyf [kʷɨf] noun money noun
quää [kʷæː] verb fight verb
quë [kʷɘ] pp COMIT pp
quëëd [kʷɘːd] noun stick noun
1. quɒ [kʷɒ] verb thick adj
2. quɒ [kʷɒ] vpmode enclitic conditional 
qwa [qʷɑ] verb grind verb
qwau [qʷau] pron 1incl.plur pron
qwy [qʷɨ] verb sit verb
Qwät [qʷæt] prop God prop
qwé [qʷe] verb break verb
qwér [qʷeɾ] noun husband noun
qwérr [qʷeɽ] noun tooth noun
qwó [qʷo] adv there adv
qwơgw [qʷɤɡʷ] noun top noun
qwơq [qʷɤq] noun liver noun
qwơqw [qʷɤqʷ] noun cloud noun
qwư [qʷɯ] verb short adj
qwưư [qʷɯː] pp from_behind pp
qwɒ [qʷɒ] verb hunt verb
Qyyqw [qɨːqʷ] prop Qiq prop
qå [qʌ] verb sing verb
qé [qe] verb evolve verb
qéé [qeː] verb yellow adj
që [qɘ] verb green adj
qëëw [qɘːw] noun breath noun
1. qó [qo] verb hate verb
2. qó [qo] pp in_near pp
1. qư [qɯ] pron 1excl.plur pron
2. qư [qɯ] det a det
3. qư [qɯ] verb big adj
qưd [qɯd] noun dialect noun
qưư [qɯː] vpvoice enclitic passive 
qɔirn [qɔiɳ] noun bed noun
rai [rai] verb surprise verb
raub [raub] noun leaf noun
rdaa [ɖɑː] npnumber proclitic plur 
rdiik [ɖiːk] noun neck noun
rdu [ɖu] verb cut verb
rdutz [ɖut͡s] noun salt noun
rduu [ɖuː] nppossessor enclitic 2.sing 
1. rdyy [ɖɨː] pp in_in_front pp
2. rdyy [ɖɨː] nppossessor enclitic 1excl.sing 
rdéé [ɖeː] pp from_near pp
rdëërd [ɖɘːɖ] noun grass noun
rdơd [ɖɤd] noun urine noun
rdơơ [ɖɤː] pp in_around pp
rdưư [ɖɯː] nppossessor enclitic 1incl.plur 
rdɒːqu [ɖɒːkʷ] noun machine noun
rdɔim [ɖɔim] noun rain noun
1. ri [ri] num eight num
2. ri [ri] pp in_surface pp
-rii [-riː] verbsubj suffix 3.plur 
rna [ɳɑ] verb see verb
rni [ɳi] verb different adj
rnogw [ɳɔɡʷ] noun ice noun
rnoo [ɳɔː] pp in_under pp
rno’ [ɳɔʔ] noun boy noun
rny [ɳɨ] verb make verb
rnåtɬ [ɳʌtɬ] noun inside noun
rnéé [ɳeː] pp in_next_to pp
rrir [ɽiɾ] noun fight noun
rry [ɽɨ] pp from_in_front pp
rrytɬ [ɽɨtɬ] noun umbrella noun
rräärt [ɽæːʈ] noun star noun
rrä’ [ɽæʔ] noun bone noun
rróñ [ɽoɲ] noun worm noun
Rrưtz [ɽɯt͡s] prop Ruts prop
rtun [ʈun] noun cheese noun
rturt [ʈuʈ] noun root noun
rty [ʈɨ] verb kill verb
rtyb [ʈɨb] noun mountain noun
rtyy [ʈɨː] pp to_near pp
rtért [ʈeʈ] noun water noun
rtóó [ʈoː] verb correct adj
rtưw [ʈɯw] noun Tuw noun (language)
rtưư [ʈɯː] pp from_around pp
rtɒrd [ʈɒɖ] noun mouse noun
-ruu [-ɾuː] verbsubj suffix 1incl.plur 
ruu [ruː] verb catch verb
rä [ræ] adv thoroughly adv
råå [ɾʌː] verb dwell verb
ró [ro] verb turn verb
róóng [ɾoːŋ] noun tiger noun
rư [rɯ] verb dig verb
1. rɒ [rɒ] verb cease verb
2. rɒ [ɾɒ] nppossessor enclitic 2.plur 
rɔi [rɔi] verb white adj
1. saa [sɑː] verb split verb
2. saa [sɑː] pp to_outside pp
Saaqw [sɑːqʷ] prop Saq prop
saul [saul] noun tower noun
see [sɛː] verb kiss verb
si [si] verb spend_time verb
su [su] verb happy adj
sy [sɨ] verb be verb
sé [se] pp PURP pp
1. só [so] verb do verb
2. só [so] pp from_inside pp
sók [sok] noun fruit noun
sɔil [sɔil] noun time noun
tai [tai] verb fall verb
tirt [tiʈ] noun idea noun
to [tɔ] verb scatter verb
-tyy [-tɨː] verbnegation suffix POS 
tzau [t͡sau] verb round adj
tzig [t͡siɡ] noun moon noun
tzu [t͡su] verb stand verb
tzyɴʷ [t͡sɨɴʷ] noun belly noun
tzå [t͡sʌ] verb wide adj
tzé [t͡se] pp to pp
tzéñ [t͡seɲ] noun sun noun
tzëb [t͡sɘb] noun woman noun
tzư [t͡sɯ] pp from_outside pp
tzưư [t͡sɯː] verb fear verb
täängw [tæːŋʷ] noun embrace noun
tóó [toː] conj and conj
tơñ [tɤɲ] noun breast noun
tɬaiqu [tɬaikʷ] noun heart noun
tɬau [tɬau] verb little adj
tɬe [tɬɛ] verb flow verb
tɬeɴ [tɬɛɴ] noun ash noun
tɬii [tɬiː] verb cold adj
tɬi’ [tɬiʔ] noun sand noun
tɬol [tɬɔl] noun tongue noun
tɬuu [tɬuː] pp to_left pp
tɬy [tɬɨ] verb dry adj
tɬä [tɬæ] verb squeeze verb
tɬå [tɬʌ] verb furious adj
tɬåtz [tɬʌt͡s] noun plain noun
tɬé [tɬe] verb heavy adj
tɬép [tɬep] noun speech noun
tɬë [tɬɘ] num two num
-tɬɒ [-tɬɒ] suffix stop unknown
1. -u [-u] nouncase suffix ACC 
2. -u [-u] nouncase suffix ALL 
-uur [-uːɾ] suffix little unknown
waur [waur] noun north noun
wii [wiː] num seven num
Woog [wɔːɡ] prop Wog prop
word [wɔɖ] noun penis noun
wyy [wɨː] verb hear verb
wå [wʌ] conj because conj
wéɴ [weɴ] noun snow noun
wơơ [wɤː] verb far adj
wưư [wɯː] verb colourless adj
wưɴʷ [wɯɴʷ] noun guts noun
-yy [-ɨː] nouncase suffix LOC 
-ä [-æ] nouncase suffix PART 
-ää [-æː] nouncase suffix DAT 
ñaiqw [ɲaiqʷ] noun apple noun
ñingw [ɲiŋʷ] noun mouth noun
ño [ɲɔ] pron RELPRON pron
ñoort [ɲɔːʈ] noun neighbour noun
ñuu [ɲuː] pp in pp
1. ñyy [ɲɨː] verb burn verb
2. ñyy [ɲɨː] pp from_under pp
ñås [ɲʌs] noun jaguar noun
ñơr [ɲɤɾ] noun child noun (young human)
ñơơg [ɲɤːɡ] noun city noun
ñɒ [ɲɒ] verb narrow adj
-ư [-ɯ] nouncase suffix ABL 
-ưqw [-ɯqʷ] suffix big unknown
-ɒ [-ɒ] nouncase suffix NOM 
ɴe [ɴɛ] verb resemble verb
ɴoo [ɴɔː] num thousand num
ɴuf [ɴuf] noun hair noun
1. ɴää [ɴæː] num five num
2. ɴää [ɴæː] pp to_behind pp
ɴääqw [ɴæːqʷ] noun fire noun
ɴél [ɴel] noun bottle noun
ɴë [ɴɘ] verb other adj
ɴơơ [ɴɤː] verb all adj
ɴưư [ɴɯː] verb bite verb
ɴʷaach [ɴʷɑːt͡ʃ] noun cat noun
ɴʷee [ɴʷɛː] num hundred num
ɴʷoo [ɴʷɔː] pp from_above pp
ɴʷooqw [ɴʷɔːqʷ] noun day noun
ɴʷy [ɴʷɨ] adv often adv
ɴʷät [ɴʷæt] noun animal noun
ɴʷål [ɴʷʌl] noun mammal noun
ɴʷưñ [ɴʷɯɲ] noun louse noun
’eqw [ʔɛqʷ] noun book noun
’i [ʔi] verb scratch verb
’oq [ʔɔq] noun knee noun
’ud [ʔud] noun mortar noun
’yy [ʔɨː] conj then conj
’ưq [ʔɯq] noun smoke noun
’ɒr [ʔɒɾ] noun people noun
