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[bookmark: _Toc0]Grammar
[bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc2]Scope and Purpose
This grammar provides a systematic description of the Shib language (the 243rd one produced by the Language Creator), outlining its sound system, word formation and syntactic structure, with the aim of presenting a coherent account of the language as an integrated whole. Attention has been paid to both regular patterns and minor irregularities, as these together define the internal balance of the language.
The grammar is accompanied by a bilingual dictionary and a collection of illustrative texts, offering material for further study and comparison. The examples have been selected to demonstrate typical constructions and to give a sense of the language in extended use. The description is intended as a reference work for linguists and language enthusiasts alike, and as a foundation for any future research, teaching or creative adaptation of Shib.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Typological Profile
It has the typologically rare OSV basic word order and four genders.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Phonology
[bookmark: _Toc5]Phoneme Inventory
[bookmark: _Toc6]Consonants
Shib has 21 consonant phonemes, a size that falls within a broadly average range.
It has has no particularly unusual consonantal features.
The table below presents the full inventory of consonant phonemes in Shib. The chart lists all places and manners of articulation attested in the language.
	
	labial
	alveolar
	postalveolar
	alveolo-palatal
	lateral
	palatal
	velar
	glottal

	stop
	p b
	d t
	
	
	
	
	k ɡ
	

	nasal
	m
	n
	
	
	
	ɲ
	ŋ
	

	fricative
	f
	s
	ʃ
	
	
	
	
	h

	approximant
	ʋ
	
	
	
	ɾ
	j
	
	

	affricate
	
	
	t͡ʃ
	t͡ɕ
	
	
	
	

	implosive
	ɓ
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc7]Vowels
Shib has more than 14 vowel qualities. This constitutes an exceptionally rich vowel inventory, with numerous distinct categories represented in the chart.
It has phonologically distinctive back unrounded vowels.
The table below presents the full inventory of vowel phonemes in Shib. The system comprises the distinct vowel qualities listed in the chart.
	
	front
	central
	back unrounded
	back rounded

	close
	i
	
	ɯ
	u

	mid
	e
	
	ɤ
	o

	open
	
	a
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc8]Stress and Tones
Shib has neither phonemic stress nor lexical tone. Prosodic prominence and pitch variation are determined by pragmatic and discourse factors rather than by lexical contrasts.
[bookmark: _Toc9]Phonological Processes
[bookmark: _Toc10]Vowel Harmony
The language employs vowel harmony. To be specific, the following vowels change to match the first vowel of the root: /i/ becomes /ɯ/, /e/ becomes /ɤ/.
[bookmark: _Toc11]Writing System
[bookmark: _Toc12]Introduction
Shib is normally written using the Arabic alphabet, a consonant-centred script whose forms vary according to position in the word. In this grammar, phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) are also provided to make the pronunciation fully explicit.
[bookmark: _Toc13]Orthography
Here are the various components of the orthography:
Simple letters
	ب /b/
	ت /t/
	ح /h/
	د /d/

	ر /ɾ/
	س /s/
	ش /ʃ/
	ف /f/

	ك /k/
	م /m/
	ن /n/
	و /au, ʋ/

	ي /ai, j/
	پ /p/
	ڃ /ɲ/
	چ /t͡ʃ/

	ڇ /t͡ɕ/
	ڭ /ŋ/
	گ /ɡ/
	ݐ /ɓ/


Diacritics
	◌ٓ /a̰, ḛ, ḭ, o̰, ṵ, ɤ̰, ɯ̰/
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc14]Word Classes and Morphology
[bookmark: _Toc15]Number and Gender
[bookmark: _Toc16]Number
Shib does not have grammatical number.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Gender
Shib has the following genders:
Gender cl.1 – for instance: بش ‘house’, بمڇ ‘lamb’, ديس ‘idea’, رش ‘animal’, سي ‘bird’, فٓود ‘breath’, فڇ ‘cat’, كم ‘chair’, مشٓر ‘lion’, ني ‘day’, نٓوٓك ‘louse’, نچ ‘bed’, ون ‘girl’, پك ‘night’, ڇت ‘daughter’, ڇنڃ ‘tiger’, ڭگ ‘fish’, گسيگ ‘worm’, گفف ‘student’, گچ ‘people’.
Gender cl.2 – for instance: بييح ‘river’, تف ‘boy’, دف ‘husband’, رٓش ‘name’, رڃون ‘bottle’, شٓس ‘sound’, فوٓپ ‘ice’, فٓشد ‘bank’, ور ‘north’, يٓوين ‘grass’, پكن ‘money’, ڃت ‘city’, ڃچ ‘friend’, چرف ‘hunter’, چنٓن ‘smoke’, ڇت ‘colour’, ڇڭ ‘sea’, ڭي ‘man’, گٓمك ‘sand’, ݐوم ‘son’.
Gender cl.3 – for instance: بسݐ ‘cheese’, تڇٓم ‘root’, دون ‘moon’, دٓڇ ‘tree’, دٓگس ‘mountain’, دڃ ‘fire’, سس ‘sky’, سݐ ‘egg’, شݐوچ ‘stick’, فف ‘star’, فين ‘fruit’, كتس ‘market’, وس ‘inside’, وچ ‘land’, پڇس ‘fog’, ڃب ‘west’, چم ‘meat’, چݐوڭ ‘cloud’, گٓݐ ‘knife’, ݐب ‘rain’.
Gender cl.4 – for instance: تت ‘hair’, تدو ‘liver’, حيش ‘penis’, دو ‘face’, رڃ ‘mouth’, شچ ‘tongue’, شگݐ ‘bark’, كن ‘leg’, كڃٓك ‘medicine’, مبٓو ‘bosom’, مگ ‘eye’, نشر ‘vagina’, وگيد ‘dialect’, پٓپم ‘anus’, ڇر ‘south’, ڇسم ‘breast’, ڇي ‘hand’, گٓڇيب ‘neck’, ݐو ‘bone’, ݐڃ ‘speech’.
[bookmark: _Toc18]The Nominal Phrase
Nominal phrases in Shib can be exemplified by the following example:
رٓم ك نك كشيرٓي حم كٓتڃي تپ حر مگٓݐي مگٓرٓ.	(1)
[ɾɯ̰mu ki nako keʃajuɾḭje hɤmu kḭtoɲeje tapɤ hɤɾu muɡḭɓeje moɡḭɾo̰]
	ɾɯ̰
	-mu
	ki
	nako
	k-
	e-
	ʃajuɾ
	-ḭ
	-je

	yon
	cl.1
	three
	blind
	cl.1
	NOM
	mouse
	plur
	no.owner.POSS


 
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ḭ-
	toɲ
	-e
	-je
	tapɤ
	hɤ

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	ERG
	woman
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	COMIT
	the


 
	-ɾu
	m-
	u-
	ɡḭɓ
	-e
	-je
	m-
	oɡ
	-ḭ

	cl.3
	cl.3
	LOC
	knife
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	catch
	active


 
	-ɾo̰

	not.Q


“The woman with the knife caught those three blind mice.”
In the following, we shall look at the various components in more details.
There are no clitics in the nominal phrase.
[bookmark: _Toc19]The Noun
The noun in Shib consists of first, an obligatory prefix expressing gender, comprising كـ /k-/ ‘cl.1’, ڇـ /t͡ɕ-/ ‘cl.2’, مـ /m-/ ‘cl.3’ and چـ /t͡ʃ-/ ‘cl.4’; second, an obligatory prefix expressing case, comprising إـ /e-/ ‘NOM’, إ̰ـ /ḭ-/ ‘ERG’, إ̰ـ /ḛ-/ ‘ACC’, أ̰ـ /o̰-/ ‘DAT’, أ̰ـ /a̰-/ ‘INS’, إـ /i-/ ‘VOC’, أـ /a-/ ‘ALL’, أـ /u-/ ‘LOC’, أـ /o-/ ‘ABL’ and إنٓـ /ena̰-/ ‘PART’; third, the root; fourth, an obligatory suffix expressing number, comprising ـ /-e/ ‘sing’ and ـٓ /-ḭ/ ‘plur’; and finally, fifth, an obligatory suffix expressing possessor, comprising ـدٓ /-dṵ/ ‘1incl.sing’, ـدٓ /-dḛ/ ‘1excl.sing’, ـف /-fo/ ‘2.sing’, ـفة /-fa/ ‘3.sing.cl.1’, ـتٓ /-tḛ/ ‘3.sing.cl.2’, ـحة /-ha/ ‘3.sing.cl.3’, ـدٓ /-da̰/ ‘3.sing.cl.4’, ـفٓ /-fḭ/ ‘1incl.plur’, ـڃٓ /-ɲṵ/ ‘1excl.plur’, ـر /-ɾo/ ‘2.plur’, ـك /-ki/ ‘3.plur.cl.1’, ـي /-jo/ ‘3.plur.cl.2’, ـي /-ju/ ‘3.plur.cl.3’, ـݐ /-ɓu/ ‘3.plur.cl.4’ and ـي /-je/ ‘no.owner’.
The noun displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely ـح /-ih/ ‘little’ and ـڭ /-aŋ/ ‘big’
[bookmark: _Toc20]The Adjective
The adjective in Shib stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Numerals
The numeral in Shib stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc22]Determiners
In Shib, the determiner has the following structure: the root followed by an obligatory suffix expressing gender, comprising ـم /-mu/ ‘cl.1’, ـݐ /-ɓo/ ‘cl.2’, ـر /-ɾu/ ‘cl.3’ and ـم /-me/ ‘cl.4’.
[bookmark: _Toc23]Pronouns
The pronoun in Shib stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
In Shib, subject pronouns (but not object pronouns ones) are dropped unless they are stressed. Here is an example where neither of the pronouns are stressed:
دٓ كڭٓرٓ.	(2)
[dɤ̰ koŋḭɾo̰]
	dɤ̰
	k-
	oŋ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	3.sing.cl.1
	PRES
	love
	active
	not.Q


“He (the boy) loves her (the girl).”
But here, the word corresponding to he (i.e., the subject) is stressed:
دٓ مٓ كڭٓرٓ.	(3)
[dɤ̰ mɤ̰ koŋḭɾo̰]
	dɤ̰
	mɤ̰
	k-
	oŋ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	3.sing.cl.1
	3.sing.cl.2
	PRES
	love
	active
	not.Q


“He loves her.”
[bookmark: _Toc24]Proper Nouns
حم كٓرچمي حݐ ڇتفسي كٓݐپٓرٓ.	(4)
[hɤmu kɤ̰ɾɯt͡ʃɤmɤje hɤɓo t͡ɕetafoseje kɯ̰ɓɯpɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ̰-
	ɾɯt͡ʃɤm
	-ɤ
	-je
	hɤ
	-ɓo

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	ACC
	Ricahm
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.2


 
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	tafos
	-e
	-je
	k-
	ɯ̰ɓɯp
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	cl.2
	NOM
	Tafos
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PRES
	hate
	active
	not.Q


“Tafos hates Ricahm.”
[bookmark: _Toc25]Possession
حر مݐسݐتٓ حݐ ڇتفي	(5)
[hɤɾu meɓesoɓetḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕetifeje]
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	e-
	ɓesoɓ
	-e
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo

	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM
	apple
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2


 
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	tif
	-e
	-je

	cl.2
	NOM
	boy
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


“the boy’s apple”
حر مݐسݐتٓ مٓ	(6)
[hɤɾu meɓesoɓetḛ mɤ̰]
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	e-
	ɓesoɓ
	-e
	-tḛ
	mɤ̰

	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM
	apple
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	3.sing.cl.2


“his (the boy’s) apple”
حر مݐسݐدٓ	(7)
[hɤɾu meɓesoɓedḛ]
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	e-
	ɓesoɓ
	-e
	-dḛ

	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM
	apple
	sing
	1excl.sing.POSS


“my apple”
حݐ ڇݐومتٓ حݐ ڇݐچڃف حم كٓڇتتٓ حݐ ڇچرفي مبدٓرٓ.	(8)
[hɤɓo t͡ɕeɓaumetḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕeɓut͡ʃaɲefo hɤmu kḭt͡ɕetetḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕet͡ʃuɾefeje mebadḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	ɓaum
	-e
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo

	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM
	son
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2


 
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	ɓut͡ʃaɲ
	-e
	-fo
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ḭ-

	cl.2
	NOM
	neighbour
	sing
	2.sing.POSS
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	ERG


 
	t͡ɕet
	-e
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	t͡ʃuɾef
	-e

	daughter
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM
	hunter
	sing


 
	-je
	m-
	ebad
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	kiss
	active
	not.Q


“The hunter’s daughter kissed your neighbour’s son.”
[bookmark: _Toc26]Derivation
Shib has a few derivational processes. To illustrate this, let us start with a simple noun phrase:
كبمڇي	(9)
[kɤbɤmɯt͡ɕɤje]
	k-
	ɤ-
	bɤmɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je

	cl.1
	NOM
	lamb
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


“a lamb”
In the following, the word for little becomes an affix attached to lamb:
كبمڇحي	(10)
[kebɤmɯt͡ɕɯheje]
	k-
	e-
	bɤmɯt͡ɕ
	-ɯh
	-e
	-je

	cl.1
	NOM
	lamb
	little
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


“a little lamb”
[bookmark: _Toc27]Compounding
[bookmark: _Toc28]Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc29]Inflectional Categories
The verbal phrase clitics in Shib fall into two categories, proclitics and enclitics: a clitic expressing mode, comprising چ /t͡ʃo/ ‘imperative’, نٓ /no̰/ ‘conditional’ and فٓ /fo̰/ ‘optative’ followed by a clitic expressing negation, comprising م /mi/ ‘NEG’.
In addition, the verb is structured like this: first, an obligatory prefix expressing ta, comprising كـ /k-/ ‘PRES’ and مـ /m-/ ‘PAST’; second, the root; third, an obligatory suffix expressing voice, comprising ـٓ /-ḭ/ ‘active’ and ـٓ /-ṵ/ ‘passive’; and finally, fourth, an obligatory suffix expressing question, comprising ـنٓ /-nḭ/ ‘Q’ and ـرٓ /-ɾo̰/ ‘not.Q’.
The verb displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely ـٓچ /-o̰t͡ʃ/ ‘begin’ and ـب /-ub/ ‘stop’
ح كڭٓرٓ.	(11)
[hu koŋḭɾo̰]
	hu
	k-
	oŋ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	2.sing
	PRES
	love
	active
	not.Q


“I love you.”
[bookmark: _Toc30]Adverbs Minor Classes
[bookmark: _Toc31]Adpositions
There is one type of clitic in the adpositional phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing root.
رٓ حم كچيشي	(12)
[ɾḛ hɤmu kut͡ʃaiʃeje]
	ɾḛ
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	u-
	t͡ʃaiʃ
	-e
	-je

	in_surface
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	LOC
	table
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


“on the table”
ڃٓ حم كفٓچدي	(13)
[ɲṵ hɤmu kufḛt͡ʃadeje]
	ɲṵ
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	u-
	fḛt͡ʃad
	-e
	-je

	to_inside
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	LOC
	box
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


“into the box”
تپ ن	(14)
[tapɤ ne]
	tapɤ
	ne

	COMIT
	1excl.sing


“with me”
[bookmark: _Toc32]Syntax
[bookmark: _Toc33]Basic Clause Structure
[bookmark: _Toc34]Constituent Order
Constituent order describes the typical arrangement of the subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) in simple declarative clauses. It is a fundamental parameter in grammatical description and forms one of the clearest ways of characterising the overall structure of a language’s clause system.
Shib adopts Object–Subject–Verb (OSV) as its unmarked word order. The object precedes the subject, and the verb appears clause-finally. OSV is a rare ordering pattern but is attested in a small number of languages.
The following examples illustrate the basic, unmarked, constituent order in Shib.
حݐ ڇچرفي حر مٓمسڃي مسٓرٓ.	(15)
[hɤɓo t͡ɕet͡ʃuɾefeje hɤɾu mḭmusuɲeje misḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	t͡ʃuɾef
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-ɾu

	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM
	hunter
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.3


 
	m-
	ḭ-
	musuɲ
	-e
	-je
	m-
	is
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	cl.3
	ERG
	jaguar
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	kill
	active
	not.Q


“The jaguar killed the hunter.”
حم كپڭف حم كڇتتٓ حݐ ڇچرفي حم كٓمشٓري متٓرٓ.	(16)
[hɤmu kepuŋefa hɤmu ket͡ɕetetḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕet͡ʃuɾefeje hɤmu kḭmuʃḛɾeje mɯtɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	e-
	puŋ
	-e
	-fa
	hɤ
	-mu

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	dog
	sing
	3.sing.cl.1.POSS
	the
	cl.1


 
	k-
	e-
	t͡ɕet
	-e
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-

	cl.1
	NOM
	daughter
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM


 
	t͡ʃuɾef
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ḭ-
	muʃḛɾ
	-e

	hunter
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	ERG
	lion
	sing


 
	-je
	m-
	ɯt
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	eat
	active
	not.Q


“The lion ate the hunter’s daughter’s dog.”
The language has a fixed constituent order, and major phrases normally appear in a predictable position in the clause. Movement for discourse reasons is highly restricted: topics and foci are expressed not by rearranging elements, but through dedicated constructions such as clefts, focus clauses or topic–comment frames. Constituents remain continuous, and both the relative order of phrases and the internal structure of each phrase are stable. As a result, significant deviations from the basic word order are ungrammatical, and discourse structure is managed through these specialised constructions rather than through word-order variation.
[bookmark: _Toc35]Noun Phrases
[bookmark: _Toc36]Structure and Order
The internal structure of noun phrases in Shib reveals typologically significant preferences in the ordering of nominal constituents. This includes the position of adjectives, numerals, and possessors relative to the noun, each of which can offer clues to the overall headedness of the language.
Possessive constructions are head-initial: the possessed noun precedes the possessor. For instance, Shib expresses “the child’s toy” with the equivalent of “toy child”. This structure is typologically rarer and often co-occurs with verb-initial syntax or with grammatical marking on the noun.
حݐ ڇبرتٓ حݐ ڇڃچتٓ حݐ ڇݐومف	(17)
[hɤɓo t͡ɕebeɾetḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕɤɲɤt͡ʃɤtḛ hɤɓo t͡ɕeɓaumefo]
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-
	beɾ
	-e
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo

	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM
	book
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2


 
	t͡ɕ-
	ɤ-
	ɲɤt͡ʃ
	-ɤ
	-tḛ
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	e-

	cl.2
	NOM
	friend
	sing
	3.sing.cl.2.POSS
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	NOM


 
	ɓaum
	-e
	-fo

	son
	sing
	2.sing.POSS


“your son’s friend’s book”
[bookmark: _Toc37]Case Marking
Shib uses split case marking. In the present tense, the grammar follows a nominative–accusative pattern, where intransitive and transitive subjects are treated alike and objects are marked with the accusative. In the past tense, however, it follows an ergative–absolutive pattern, here called ergative–nominative, where intransitive subjects and transitive objects are treated alike and transitive subjects are marked with the ergative. This makes sense because present-tense clauses often describe events as ongoing, habitual or controlled by an active participant, so the grammar treats the subject as the central argument. Past-tense clauses, by contrast, often present an event as completed, making the affected participant especially salient. The ergative marking then singles out the transitive agent as the additional participant responsible for bringing about that result.
حم كفڇي كوسٓرٓ.	(18)
[hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje kausḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	k-
	aus

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PRES
	sleep


 
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	active
	not.Q


“The cat is sleeping.”
حم كفڇي كدٓرٓ.	(19)
[hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje kudḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	k-
	ud

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PRES
	run


 
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	active
	not.Q


“The cat is running.”
حم كٓشيري حم كفڇي كدݐٓرٓ.	(20)
[hɤmu kḛʃajuɾeje hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje kɤdɤɓɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ḛ-
	ʃajuɾ
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-mu

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	ACC
	mouse
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.1


 
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	k-
	ɤdɤɓ
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PRES
	chase
	active
	not.Q


“The cat is chasing the mouse.”
حم كشيري حم كٓفڇي مگٓرٓ.	(21)
[hɤmu keʃajuɾeje hɤmu kɯ̰fɯt͡ɕɤje moɡḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	e-
	ʃajuɾ
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-mu

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	mouse
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.1


 
	k-
	ɯ̰-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	oɡ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	cl.1
	ERG
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	catch
	active
	not.Q


“The cat caught the mouse.”
[bookmark: _Toc38]Conjunctions
Here is an example of a conjunction.
حر ممسڃٓي ڇ حم كڇنڃٓي ڇ حم كمشٓرٓي حݐ ڇٓچرفي مسٓرٓ.	(22)
[hɤɾu memusuɲḭje t͡ɕe hɤmu ket͡ɕunoɲḭje t͡ɕe hɤmu kemuʃḛɾḭje hɤɓo t͡ɕḭt͡ʃuɾefeje misḭɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	e-
	musuɲ
	-ḭ
	-je
	t͡ɕe
	hɤ

	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM
	jaguar
	plur
	no.owner.POSS
	and
	the


 
	-mu
	k-
	e-
	t͡ɕunoɲ
	-ḭ
	-je
	t͡ɕe
	hɤ
	-mu

	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	tiger
	plur
	no.owner.POSS
	and
	the
	cl.1


 
	k-
	e-
	muʃḛɾ
	-ḭ
	-je
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	ḭ-

	cl.1
	NOM
	lion
	plur
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	ERG


 
	t͡ʃuɾef
	-e
	-je
	m-
	is
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	hunter
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	kill
	active
	not.Q


“The hunter killed the jaguars, the tigers and the lions.”
[bookmark: _Toc39]Modifiers and Determiners
The ordering of demonstratives, articles (if present), and other modifiers in Shib provides further insight into the structure of the noun phrase. These elements frequently exhibit fixed positions and may reveal whether the language favours head-initial or head-final patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc40]Complex Sentences
[bookmark: _Toc41]Relative Clauses
Shib forms relative clauses by placing them before the noun they modify. The modifier takes the form of a finite clause that precedes the head noun without any relative pronoun. The clause shows ordinary clausal structure, with the role of the head noun recoverable from the syntactic position inside the clause.
To illustrate how relative clauses work, let us begin with a simple sentence:
حم كفڇي مشٓمٓرٓ.	(23)
[hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje mɯʃo̰mɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	ɯʃo̰m

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	pat


 
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	active
	not.Q


“I patted the cat.”
We can now add a relative clause modifying the noun:
حم كشيري مگٓرٓ حم كفڇي مشٓمٓرٓ.	(24)
[hɤmu keʃajuɾeje moɡḭɾo̰ hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje mɯʃo̰mɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	e-
	ʃajuɾ
	-e
	-je
	m-
	oɡ

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	mouse
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	catch


 
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je

	active
	not.Q
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


 
	m-
	ɯʃo̰m
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	PAST
	pat
	active
	not.Q


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse.”
Relative clauses may themselves contain other relative clauses:
حر مبسݐي متٓرٓ حم كشيري مگٓرٓ حم كفڇي مشٓمٓرٓ.	(25)
[hɤɾu mɤbasɯɓɤje mɯtɯ̰ɾo̰ hɤmu keʃajuɾeje moɡḭɾo̰ hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje mɯʃo̰mɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	ɤ-
	basɯɓ
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	ɯt

	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM
	cheese
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	eat


 
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	e-
	ʃajuɾ
	-e
	-je

	active
	not.Q
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	mouse
	sing
	no.owner.POSS


 
	m-
	oɡ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ

	PAST
	catch
	active
	not.Q
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat


 
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	ɯʃo̰m
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	pat
	active
	not.Q


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese.”
Finally, here is an example containing several layers of embedding:
موشٓرٓ ن حر مبسݐي متٓرٓ حم كشيري مگٓرٓ حم كفڇي مشٓمٓرٓ.	(26)
[mauʃḭɾo̰ ne hɤɾu mɤbasɯɓɤje mɯtɯ̰ɾo̰ hɤmu keʃajuɾeje moɡḭɾo̰ hɤmu kɤfɯt͡ɕɤje mɯʃo̰mɯ̰ɾo̰]
	m-
	auʃ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰
	ne
	hɤ
	-ɾu
	m-
	ɤ-

	PAST
	buy
	active
	not.Q
	1excl.sing
	the
	cl.3
	cl.3
	NOM


 
	basɯɓ
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	ɯt
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰
	hɤ
	-mu

	cheese
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	eat
	active
	not.Q
	the
	cl.1


 
	k-
	e-
	ʃajuɾ
	-e
	-je
	m-
	oɡ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	cl.1
	NOM
	mouse
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	catch
	active
	not.Q


 
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	ɤ-
	fɯt͡ɕ
	-ɤ
	-je
	m-
	ɯʃo̰m

	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	NOM
	cat
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	pat


 
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	active
	not.Q


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese that I bought.”
[bookmark: _Toc42]Complementation Strategies
Shib forms complement clauses by nominalising the embedded verb. The nominalised form lacks finite verbal categories and behaves as a noun phrase. Subjects of nominalised clauses occur in the genitive case, and the nominalised verb establishes the semantic content of the complement.
The following example illustrate how complement clauses function:
حݐ ڇٓگتري مݐسݐي حم كٓوني مٓحٓرٓ حݐ ڇٓتفف منٓفٓرٓ.	(27)
[hɤɓo t͡ɕo̰ɡiteɾeje meɓesoɓeje hɤmu ko̰ʋeneje ma̰hḭɾo̰ hɤɓo t͡ɕḭtifefa mɯnɤ̰fɯ̰ɾo̰]
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	o̰-
	ɡiteɾ
	-e
	-je
	m-
	e-

	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	DAT
	teacher
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	cl.3
	NOM


 
	ɓesoɓ
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-
	o̰-
	ʋen
	-e

	apple
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1
	DAT
	girl
	sing


 
	-je
	m-
	a̰h
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	ḭ-

	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	give
	active
	not.Q
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	ERG


 
	tif
	-e
	-fa
	m-
	ɯnɤ̰f
	-ɯ̰
	-ɾo̰

	boy
	sing
	3.sing.cl.1.POSS
	PAST
	surprise
	active
	not.Q


“It surprised the teacher that the boy had given the girl an apple.”
[bookmark: _Toc43]Quotes
Shib expresses quoted or reported speech without a dedicated quotative particle. Quotations appear as ordinary clauses, distinguished only by the surrounding syntactic context or by the use of verbs of speaking.
Here is an example of how quotations are expressed:
ح كڭٓرٓ ن حم كٓوني حݐ ڇٓتفي مگٓرٓ.	(28)
[hu koŋḭɾo̰ ne hɤmu ko̰ʋeneje hɤɓo t͡ɕḭtifeje meɡḭɾo̰]
	hu
	k-
	oŋ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰
	ne
	hɤ
	-mu
	k-

	2.sing
	PRES
	love
	active
	not.Q
	1excl.sing
	the
	cl.1
	cl.1


 
	o̰-
	ʋen
	-e
	-je
	hɤ
	-ɓo
	t͡ɕ-
	ḭ-
	tif

	DAT
	girl
	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	the
	cl.2
	cl.2
	ERG
	boy


 
	-e
	-je
	m-
	eɡ
	-ḭ
	-ɾo̰

	sing
	no.owner.POSS
	PAST
	tell
	active
	not.Q


“The boy told the girl that he loved her.”


[bookmark: _Toc44]Texts
[bookmark: _Toc45]The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9)
مگٓرٓ حݐ سي ڇچيسٓي رٓ حر ف مووي م ممشي ڇ م چوگيدي. ممڃٓرٓ ف پو حر مشڇي, ڇ مدٓرٓ ف دك ڇݐنيي ي موچي, ڭح مورݐٓرٓ ف ب. مكٓرٓ ف كٓحشٓڭٓي چ كنٓرٓ كٓ ڇ كٓحشٓڭٓي چ كوڭٓرٓ پم كٓ. مگٓرٓ ف كحشٓڭي پر كددي, ڇ مگٓرٓ ف ڇكفيڭي پر مڭويڭي.
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
[bookmark: _Toc46]A Creation Myth
كوگٓرٓ م كٓ رٓ ڇچيسٓي. مرفٓرٓ مفري ڇ ككيي حر ممشٓي ف. مٓحٓشٓرٓ ف حݐ ڇشٓسٓك كچٓچنٓي ڇ كسيٓي. فو مپفٓرٓ حر ممشفٓ كيچٓرٓ حم كشبي ي نپ كمفي. مبكٓرٓ تٓ ف ڇ نفو ي ڃنٓ كفٓودي. مسٓمٓرٓ م حر ممشفٓ, مچچٓرٓ تٓ.
We are not like other people. Their languages were shaped by struggle and time. They copied the sounds of beasts and birds, and they learned to speak like that. But our language arose in a different way. It was born whole and perfect in a single breath. Our language did not evolve; it was created. 


[bookmark: _Toc47]English-Shib Dictionary


1excl.plur pron پٓ pron
1excl.sing pron ن pron
1incl.plur pron كٓ pron
1incl.sing pron د pron
2.plur pron وٓ pron
2.sing pron ح pron
3.plur.cl.1 pron نٓ pron
3.plur.cl.2 pron ف pron
3.plur.cl.3 pron گ pron
3.plur.cl.4 pron پ pron
3.sing.cl.1 pron دٓ pron
3.sing.cl.2 pron مٓ pron
3.sing.cl.3 pron تٓ pron
3.sing.cl.4 pron ر pron
all adj سي adj
always adv ن adv
and conj ڇ conj
animal noun رش noun (cl.1)
anus noun پٓپم noun (cl.4)
appear verb إبك verb
apple noun ݐسݐ noun (cl.3)
arise verb إپف verb
ash noun پڃيس noun (cl.2)
back noun (body part) ڃگ noun (cl.4)
bad adj رٓ adj
bank noun فٓشد noun (cl.2)
bark noun (on tree) شگݐ noun (cl.4)
be verb أچ verb
because conj شو conj
bed noun نچ noun (cl.1)
begin unknown ـٓچ suffix
belly noun رٓبت noun (cl.4)
1. big adj ڇ adj
2. big unknown ـڭ suffix
binoculars noun فسيب noun (cl.4)
bird noun سي noun (cl.1)
bite verb إن verb
black adj تٓ adj
blind adj نك adj
blood noun ون noun (cl.4)
blow verb أگم verb
Bogik prop بگٓك prop (cl.1)
bone noun ݐو noun (cl.4)
book noun بر noun (cl.2)
bosom noun (body part) مبٓو noun (cl.4)
bottle noun رڃون noun (cl.2)
box noun فٓچد noun (cl.1)
boy noun تف noun (cl.2)
break verb أت verb
breast noun ڇسم noun (cl.4)
breath noun فٓود noun (cl.1)
breathe verb إف verb
brick noun حشٓڭ noun (cl.1)
build verb إي verb
burn verb أڭ verb
but conj فو conj
buy verb أش verb
call verb أڭ verb
cat noun فڇ noun (cl.1)
catch verb أگ verb
cease verb أ̰ڇگ verb
Chabav prop ڇبو prop (cl.1)
chair noun كم noun (cl.1)
chase verb أدݐ verb
cheese noun بسݐ noun (cl.3)
child noun (young human) رݐ noun (cl.3)
city noun ڃت noun (cl.2)
cloud noun چݐوڭ noun (cl.3)
cold adj بوة adj
colour noun ڇت noun (cl.2)
colourless adj ڃمچٓ adj
come verb إ̰ك verb
COMIT pp تپ pp
COMP pp نڇ pp
confound verb أگگ verb
copy verb أ̰حٓش verb
correct adj شونة adj
count verb أچ verb
court noun شڭگ noun (cl.1)
create verb أچچ verb
cut verb إم verb
daughter noun ڇت noun (cl.1)
day noun ني noun (cl.1)
dialect noun وگيد noun (cl.4)
die verb أڭ verb
different adj نپ adj
dig verb إشك verb
dirty adj ڇچ adj
do verb أس verb
dog noun پڭ noun (cl.1)
drink verb أڇ verb
dry adj نتٓ adj
Dugich prop دگڇ prop (cl.1)
dull adj حدوي adj
dust noun سٓڭس noun (cl.2)
dwell verb أرݐ verb
ear noun فڭ noun (cl.4)
earth noun وو noun (cl.3)
east noun شڇ noun (cl.3)
eat verb أت verb
egg noun سݐ noun (cl.3)
eight num سر num
embrace noun سٓبم noun (cl.4)
evolve verb إسٓم verb
eye noun مگ noun (cl.4)
face noun دو noun (cl.4)
faeces noun ڃٓدش noun (cl.1)
fall verb أي verb
far adj ن adj
farmer noun دپن noun (cl.2)
fat noun چگگ noun (cl.4)
father noun چوڭ noun (cl.2)
fear verb إي verb
feather noun شحم noun (cl.2)
few adj چ adj
1. fight noun فر noun (cl.3)
2. fight verb أم verb
find verb أد verb
fingernail noun دٓپس noun (cl.4)
fire noun دڃ noun (cl.3)
fish noun ڭگ noun (cl.1)
five num ب num
float verb إنك verb
flow verb أسڃ verb
flower noun وٓيوف noun (cl.1)
fly verb أ̰ڭ verb
fog noun پڇس noun (cl.3)
foot noun كيد noun (cl.4)
forest noun سدٓف noun (cl.3)
Foshar prop فشر prop (cl.2)
four num و num
freeze verb إمك verb
friend noun ڃچ noun (cl.2)
from pp مي pp
from_above pp ڇو pp
from_across pp پٓ pp
from_around pp مي pp
from_behind pp دٓ pp
from_in_front pp رٓ pp
from_inside pp پو pp
from_left pp گٓ pp
from_near pp ڭ pp
from_next_to pp دٓ pp
from_outside pp فٓ pp
from_right pp وٓ pp
from_surface pp دٓ pp
from_under pp ݐٓ pp
fruit noun فين noun (cl.3)
full adj يٓب adj
furious adj سمكٓ adj
furiously adv پ adv
girl noun ون noun (cl.1)
give verb أ̰ح verb
God prop تفش prop (cl.2)
good adj ڭٓ adj
grass noun يٓوين noun (cl.2)
green adj ݐوة adj
grind verb أوٓچ verb
guts noun چٓچو noun (cl.4)
hair noun تت noun (cl.4)
hand noun ڇي noun (cl.4)
happy adj ڃي adj
hate verb أ̰ݐپ verb
have verb إگ verb
head noun ڃݐ noun (cl.4)
hear verb أڇ verb
heart noun مير noun (cl.4)
heavy adj تڃٓ adj
hit verb أڇ verb
hold verb أك verb
horn noun ڇسد noun (cl.1)
house noun بش noun (cl.1)
human being noun چيس noun (cl.2)
hundred num مچٓ num
hunt verb إحڃ verb
hunter noun چرف noun (cl.2)
husband noun دف noun (cl.2)
ice noun فوٓپ noun (cl.2)
idea noun ديس noun (cl.1)
in pp حة pp
in_above pp س pp
in_across pp في pp
in_around pp ڇة pp
in_behind pp يٓ pp
in_in_front pp ݐٓ pp
in_inside pp ي pp
in_left pp ف pp
in_near pp ب pp
in_next_to pp سٓ pp
in_outside pp يٓ pp
in_right pp چة pp
in_surface pp رٓ pp
in_under pp حٓ pp
inside noun وس noun (cl.3)
INSTR pp بح pp
jaguar noun مسڃ noun (cl.3)
journey verb أمڃ verb
kill verb إس verb
kiss verb إبد verb
knee noun دشف noun (cl.4)
knife noun گٓݐ noun (cl.3)
know verb أت verb
lake noun بٓشن noun (cl.2)
lamb noun بمڇ noun (cl.1)
land noun وچ noun (cl.3)
language noun مش noun (cl.3)
large adj تگ adj
laugh verb أڃ verb
leaf noun ڇو noun (cl.2)
left adj د adj
leg noun كن noun (cl.4)
library noun ݐنيپ noun (cl.1)
lie verb أ̰ڇ verb
lion noun مشٓر noun (cl.1)
1. little adj گ adj
2. little unknown ـح suffix
live verb أڃ verb
liver noun تدو noun (cl.4)
long adj گ adj
louse noun نٓوٓك noun (cl.1)
love verb أڭ verb
machine noun ڃنم noun (cl.2)
make verb إن verb
mammal noun چٓچن noun (cl.1)
man noun ڭي noun (cl.2)
MANNER pp ݐݐي pp
manner noun مف noun (cl.1)
many adj فة adj
market noun كتس noun (cl.3)
meat noun چم noun (cl.3)
medicine noun كڃٓك noun (cl.4)
Mokuy prop مكي prop (cl.1)
money noun پكن noun (cl.2)
moon noun دون noun (cl.3)
mortar noun ڭويڭ noun (cl.3)
mother noun وٓڇ noun (cl.1)
mountain noun دٓگس noun (cl.3)
mouse noun شير noun (cl.1)
mouth noun رڃ noun (cl.4)
name noun رٓش noun (cl.2)
narrow adj ڇݐس adj
near adj ف adj
neck noun گٓڇيب noun (cl.4)
neighbour noun ݐچڃ noun (cl.2)
net noun رݐݐ noun (cl.1)
new adj چ adj
night noun پك noun (cl.1)
nine num سٓو num
north noun ور noun (cl.2)
nose noun پڇ noun (cl.4)
often adv گة adv
old adj (not young) ڃ adj
one num م num
or conj تو conj
other adj رٓ adj
pat verb أشٓم verb
penis noun حيش noun (cl.4)
people noun گچ noun (cl.1)
perfect adj نفو adj
plain noun ݐني noun (cl.2)
play verb أ̰د verb
pull verb إو verb
PURP pp پر pp
purpose verb أشب verb
push verb أگ verb
rain noun ݐب noun (cl.3)
red adj ݐة adj
religion noun دپش noun (cl.2)
resemble verb أوگ verb
restaurant noun گسو noun (cl.4)
Ricahm prop رچم prop (cl.1)
right adj د adj
river noun بييح noun (cl.2)
road noun ڭٓي noun (cl.3)
root noun تڇٓم noun (cl.3)
rope noun سكش noun (cl.1)
rotten adj ببٓ adj
round adj ڇوب adj
rub verb أفن verb
run verb أد verb
salt noun حرچ noun (cl.2)
sand noun گٓمك noun (cl.2)
say verb أك verb
scatter verb إفپ verb
school noun ديح noun (cl.3)
scratch verb أچي verb
sea noun ڇڭ noun (cl.2)
see verb إم verb
seed noun گشچ noun (cl.1)
seven num تٓح num
sew verb أݐس verb
shape verb أرف verb
sharp adj نپٓ adj
she pron م pron
Shib noun (language) شب noun (cl.1)
short adj مٓ adj
sing verb أم verb
single adj ڃنٓ adj
sit verb أپ verb
six num پم num
skin noun تك noun (cl.4)
sky noun سس noun (cl.3)
sleep verb أس verb
slime noun كفيڭ noun (cl.2)
small adj ڃٓ adj
smell verb إ̰م verb
smoke noun چنٓن noun (cl.2)
smooth adj ڭرن adj
snake noun چڇگ noun (cl.3)
snow noun سدب noun (cl.3)
some adj ن adj
son noun ݐوم noun (cl.2)
sound noun شٓس noun (cl.2)
south noun ڇر noun (cl.4)
speak verb أم verb
speech noun ݐڃ noun (cl.4)
spend_time verb إ̰ڇن verb
spit verb إ̰چگ verb
split verb أمچ verb
squeeze verb أشچ verb
stab verb أݐگ verb
stand verb أ̰پ verb
star noun فف noun (cl.3)
stick noun شݐوچ noun (cl.3)
stone noun دد noun (cl.1)
stop unknown ـب suffix
straight adj دٓدٓنة adj
student noun گفف noun (cl.1)
suck verb أيݐ verb
sun noun پس noun (cl.1)
surface noun نٓح noun (cl.2)
surprise verb أنٓف verb
swell verb إين verb
swim verb أح verb
table noun چيش noun (cl.1)
Tafos prop تفس prop (cl.2)
tail noun ڇٓفوب noun (cl.4)
teacher noun گتر noun (cl.2)
tell verb إگ verb
ten num س num
that det نة det
the det ح det
then conj چٓ conj
there adv ب adv
thick adj ݐشب adj
thin adj ݐݐ adj
think verb أ̰ك verb
this det سو det
thoroughly adv پم adv
thousand num سكة num
three num ك num
throw verb أر verb
thus conj ڭح conj
tie verb أپن verb
tiger noun ڇنڃ noun (cl.1)
time noun كي noun (cl.1)
to pp سة pp
to_above pp يٓ pp
to_across pp س pp
to_around pp س pp
to_behind pp بٓ pp
to_in_front pp ك pp
to_inside pp ڃٓ pp
to_left pp دٓ pp
to_near pp س pp
to_next_to pp نٓ pp
to_outside pp نٓ pp
to_right pp مٓ pp
to_surface pp ݐٓ pp
to_under pp ت pp
tongue noun شچ noun (cl.4)
tooth noun تح noun (cl.4)
top noun مم noun (cl.3)
tower noun ڃڭڃ noun (cl.1)
tree noun دٓڇ noun (cl.3)
turn verb إك verb
two num وٓ num
umbrella noun كپم noun (cl.3)
understand verb أب verb
urine noun ڃسك noun (cl.1)
vagina noun نشر noun (cl.4)
vomit verb إݐت verb
walk verb إچ verb
want verb أي verb
warm adj كر adj
wash verb إد verb
water noun بڇ noun (cl.3)
west noun ڃب noun (cl.3)
wet adj وونة adj
wheat noun ررٓب noun (cl.3)
white adj تٓ adj
whole adj ف adj
wide adj دك adj
wife noun تف noun (cl.1)
wild boar noun گفت noun (cl.1)
wind noun شوچ noun (cl.3)
wing noun ڭتن noun (cl.4)
wipe verb أبي verb
with pp ݐ pp
withhold verb أسر verb
woman noun تڃ noun (cl.1)
worm noun گسيگ noun (cl.1)
year noun كح noun (cl.3)
yellow adj في adj
yon det رٓ det
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أ̰ح [a̰h] verb give verb
أ̰حٓش [a̰ha̰ʃ] verb copy verb
أ̰د [o̰d] verb play verb
1. أ̰ـ [o̰-] nouncase prefix DAT 
2. أ̰ـ [a̰-] nouncase prefix INS 
أ̰ك [ɯ̰k] verb think verb
أ̰پ [a̰p] verb stand verb
أ̰ڇ [o̰t͡ɕ] verb lie verb
أ̰ڇگ [o̰t͡ɕiɡ] verb cease verb
أ̰ڭ [o̰ŋ] verb fly verb
أ̰ݐپ [ɯ̰ɓip] verb hate verb
أب [ɯb] verb understand verb
أبي [ɯbuj] verb wipe verb
1. أت [ɤt] verb break verb
2. أت [ɯt] verb eat verb
3. أت [ait] verb know verb
أح [ah] verb swim verb
1. أد [ud] verb run verb
2. أد [ad] verb find verb
أدݐ [ɤdeɓ] verb chase verb
أر [auɾ] verb throw verb
أرف [ɤɾaf] verb shape verb
أرݐ [auɾaɓ] verb dwell verb
1. أس [aus] verb sleep verb
2. أس [os] verb do verb
أسر [ɤsaɾ] verb withhold verb
أسڃ [aisaɲ] verb flow verb
أش [auʃ] verb buy verb
أشب [ɯʃob] verb purpose verb
أشٓم [ɯʃo̰m] verb pat verb
أشچ [uʃot͡ʃ] verb squeeze verb
1. أـ [a-] nouncase prefix ALL 
2. أـ [u-] nouncase prefix LOC 
3. أـ [o-] nouncase prefix ABL 
أفن [ɯfin] verb rub verb
1. أك [ak] verb hold verb
2. أك [ɯk] verb say verb
1. أم [aim] verb fight verb
2. أم [am] verb sing verb
3. أم [om] verb speak verb
أمڃ [umiɲ] verb journey verb
أمچ [umit͡ʃ] verb split verb
أنٓف [ɯnḛf] verb surprise verb
أوٓچ [aʋo̰t͡ʃ] verb grind verb
أوگ [aʋoɡ] verb resemble verb
1. أي [ɤj] verb want verb
2. أي [uj] verb fall verb
أيݐ [aujaɓ] verb suck verb
أپ [aup] verb sit verb
أپن [open] verb tie verb
1. أڃ [uɲ] verb laugh verb
2. أڃ [auɲ] verb live verb
1. أچ [ait͡ʃ] verb be verb
2. أچ [at͡ʃ] verb count verb
أچي [ot͡ʃuj] verb scratch verb
أچچ [ot͡ʃot͡ʃ] verb create verb
1. أڇ [ot͡ɕ] verb drink verb
2. أڇ [ait͡ɕ] verb hear verb
3. أڇ [ɯt͡ɕ] verb hit verb
1. أڭ [aŋ] verb die verb
2. أڭ [auŋ] verb burn verb
3. أڭ [ɤŋ] verb call verb
4. أڭ [oŋ] verb love verb
1. أگ [oɡ] verb catch verb
2. أگ [uɡ] verb push verb
أگم [aɡem] verb blow verb
أگگ [aɡaɡ] verb confound verb
أݐس [aɓes] verb sew verb
أݐگ [uɓaɡ] verb stab verb
1. إ̰ـ [ḭ-] nouncase prefix ERG 
2. إ̰ـ [ḛ-] nouncase prefix ACC 
إ̰ك [ḛk] verb come verb
إ̰م [ḭm] verb smell verb
إ̰چگ [ḭt͡ʃoɡ] verb spit verb
إ̰ڇن [ḭt͡ɕun] verb spend_time verb
إبد [ebad] verb kiss verb
إبك [ibik] verb appear verb
إحڃ [ihoɲ] verb hunt verb
إد [ed] verb wash verb
إس [is] verb kill verb
إسٓم [isḛm] verb evolve verb
إشك [iʃik] verb dig verb
1. إـ [e-] nouncase prefix NOM 
2. إـ [i-] nouncase prefix VOC 
إف [if] verb breathe verb
إفپ [ifep] verb scatter verb
إك [ek] verb turn verb
1. إم [im] verb cut verb
2. إم [em] verb see verb
إمك [imok] verb freeze verb
1. إن [in] verb bite verb
2. إن [en] verb make verb
إنك [inek] verb float verb
إنٓـ [ena̰-] nouncase prefix PART 
إو [eʋ] verb pull verb
1. إي [ej] verb build verb
2. إي [ij] verb fear verb
إين [ejon] verb swell verb
إپف [ipif] verb arise verb
إچ [it͡ʃ] verb walk verb
1. إگ [iɡ] verb have verb
2. إگ [eɡ] verb tell verb
إݐت [iɓut] verb vomit verb
1. ب [be] adv there adv
2. ب [bi] num five num
3. ب [bɯ] pp in_near pp
ببٓ [babo̰] adj rotten adj
بح [behɤ] pp INSTR pp
بر [beɾ] noun (cl.2) book noun
بسݐ [basɯɓ] noun (cl.3) cheese noun
بش [bɯʃ] noun (cl.1) house noun
بمڇ [bemɯt͡ɕ] noun (cl.1) lamb noun
بوة [baʋa] adj cold adj
بييح [bajaih] noun (cl.2) river noun
بٓ [bṵ] pp to_behind pp
بٓشن [bḛʃɯn] noun (cl.2) lake noun
بڇ [bɯt͡ɕ] noun (cl.3) water noun
بگٓك [boɡḭk] prop (cl.1) Bogik prop
ت [to] pp to_under pp
تت [tit] noun (cl.4) hair noun
تح [tɤh] noun (cl.4) tooth noun
تدو [tidɯʋ] noun (cl.4) liver noun
1. تف [taf] noun (cl.1) wife noun
2. تف [tif] noun (cl.2) boy noun
تفس [tafos] prop (cl.2) Tafos prop
تفش [tafeʃ] prop (cl.2) God prop
تك [tok] noun (cl.4) skin noun
تو [tau] conj or conj
1. تٓ [to̰] pron 3.sing.cl.3 pron
2. تٓ [tɯ̰] adj black adj
3. تٓ [tḭ] adj white adj
تٓح [ta̰hɤ] num seven num
تپ [tapɤ] pp COMIT pp
تڃ [toɲ] noun (cl.1) woman noun
تڃٓ [toɲo̰] adj heavy adj
تڇٓم [tot͡ɕa̰m] noun (cl.3) root noun
تگ [tiɡu] adj large adj
1. ح [hu] pron 2.sing pron
2. ح [hɤ] det the det
حة [ha] pp in pp
حدوي [hudaujo] adj dull adj
حرچ [haɾɤt͡ʃ] noun (cl.2) salt noun
حشٓڭ [heʃḭŋ] noun (cl.1) brick noun
حيش [hujuʃ] noun (cl.4) penis noun
حٓ [hḭ] pp in_under pp
1. د [dɤ] pron 1incl.sing pron
2. د [do] adj left adj
3. د [du] adj right adj
دد [dɯd] noun (cl.1) stone noun
دشف [daʃof] noun (cl.4) knee noun
دف [duf] noun (cl.2) husband noun
دك [diko] adj wide adj
دو [duʋ] noun (cl.4) face noun
دون [daun] noun (cl.3) moon noun
ديح [dojah] noun (cl.3) school noun
ديس [dais] noun (cl.1) idea noun
1. دٓ [dɤ̰] pron 3.sing.cl.1 pron
2. دٓ [dṵ] pp from_behind pp
3. دٓ [dɯ̰] pp to_left pp
4. دٓ [dḭ] pp from_next_to pp
5. دٓ [dḛ] pp from_surface pp
دٓدٓنة [do̰da̰na] adj straight adj
دٓپس [dḭpus] noun (cl.4) fingernail noun
دٓڇ [dḭt͡ɕ] noun (cl.3) tree noun
دٓگس [dḭɡas] noun (cl.3) mountain noun
دپش [dopeʃ] noun (cl.2) religion noun
دپن [dapun] noun (cl.2) farmer noun
دڃ [daɲ] noun (cl.3) fire noun
دگڇ [duɡit͡ɕ] prop (cl.1) Dugich prop
ر [ɾu] pron 3.sing.cl.4 pron
ررٓب [ɾaɾa̰b] noun (cl.3) wheat noun
رش [ɾaʃ] noun (cl.1) animal noun
1. رٓ [ɾa̰] adj bad adj
2. رٓ [ɾḭ] adj other adj
3. رٓ [ɾɯ̰] det yon det
4. رٓ [ɾɯ̰] pp from_in_front pp
5. رٓ [ɾḛ] pp in_surface pp
6. رٓ [ɾo̰] vpmode proclitic indicative 
رٓبت [ɾḛbot] noun (cl.4) belly noun
رٓش [ɾḛʃ] noun (cl.2) name noun
رڃ [ɾuɲ] noun (cl.4) mouth noun
رڃون [ɾiɲaun] noun (cl.2) bottle noun
رچم [ɾit͡ʃɤm] prop (cl.1) Ricahm prop
رݐ [ɾaɓ] noun (cl.3) child noun (young human)
رݐݐ [ɾoɓiɓ] noun (cl.1) net noun
1. س [se] num ten num
2. س [su] pp in_above pp
3. س [sɯ] pp to_across pp
4. س [se] pp to_around pp
5. س [so] pp to_near pp
سة [sa] pp to pp
سدب [sedib] noun (cl.3) snow noun
سدٓف [sida̰f] noun (cl.3) forest noun
سر [saɾɤ] num eight num
سس [ses] noun (cl.3) sky noun
سكة [saka] num thousand num
سكش [sekoʃ] noun (cl.1) rope noun
سمكٓ [simakḛ] adj furious adj
سو [sau] det this det
1. سي [sai] adj all adj
2. سي [saj] noun (cl.1) bird noun
سٓ [so̰] pp in_next_to pp
سٓبم [sḭbem] noun (cl.4) embrace noun
سٓو [sḭʋo] num nine num
سٓڭس [so̰ŋas] noun (cl.2) dust noun
سݐ [seɓ] noun (cl.3) egg noun
شب [ʃib] noun (cl.1) Shib noun (language)
شحم [ʃeham] noun (cl.2) feather noun
شو [ʃau] conj because conj
شونة [ʃauna] adj correct adj
شوچ [ʃaut͡ʃ] noun (cl.3) wind noun
شير [ʃajuɾ] noun (cl.1) mouse noun
شٓس [ʃa̰s] noun (cl.2) sound noun
شچ [ʃit͡ʃ] noun (cl.4) tongue noun
شڇ [ʃɤt͡ɕ] noun (cl.3) east noun
شڭگ [ʃoŋiɡ] noun (cl.1) court noun
شگݐ [ʃaɡuɓ] noun (cl.4) bark noun (on tree)
شݐوچ [ʃeɓaut͡ʃ] noun (cl.3) stick noun
ـ [-e] nounnumber suffix sing 
ـب [-ub] suffix stop unknown
ـتٓ [-tḛ] nounpossessor suffix 3.sing.cl.2 
ـح [-ih] suffix little unknown
ـحة [-ha] nounpossessor suffix 3.sing.cl.3 
1. ـدٓ [-dṵ] nounpossessor suffix 1incl.sing 
2. ـدٓ [-dḛ] nounpossessor suffix 1excl.sing 
3. ـدٓ [-da̰] nounpossessor suffix 3.sing.cl.4 
1. ـر [-ɾo] nounpossessor suffix 2.plur 
2. ـر [-ɾu] detgender suffix cl.3 
ـرٓ [-ɾo̰] verbquestion suffix not.Q 
ـف [-fo] nounpossessor suffix 2.sing 
ـفة [-fa] nounpossessor suffix 3.sing.cl.1 
ـفٓ [-fḭ] nounpossessor suffix 1incl.plur 
ـك [-ki] nounpossessor suffix 3.plur.cl.1 
1. ـم [-mu] detgender suffix cl.1 
2. ـم [-me] detgender suffix cl.4 
ـنٓ [-nḭ] verbquestion suffix Q 
1. ـي [-jo] nounpossessor suffix 3.plur.cl.2 
2. ـي [-ju] nounpossessor suffix 3.plur.cl.3 
3. ـي [-je] nounpossessor suffix no.owner 
1. ـٓ [-ḭ] nounnumber suffix plur 
2. ـٓ [-ḭ] verbvoice suffix active 
3. ـٓ [-ṵ] verbvoice suffix passive 
ـٓچ [-o̰t͡ʃ] suffix begin unknown
ـڃٓ [-ɲṵ] nounpossessor suffix 1excl.plur 
ـڭ [-aŋ] suffix big unknown
1. ـݐ [-ɓu] nounpossessor suffix 3.plur.cl.4 
2. ـݐ [-ɓo] detgender suffix cl.2 
1. ف [fo] pron 3.plur.cl.2 pron
2. ف [fi] adj near adj
3. ف [fu] adj whole adj
4. ف [fi] pp in_left pp
فة [fa] adj many adj
فر [feɾ] noun (cl.3) fight noun
فسيب [fesaib] noun (cl.4) binoculars noun
فشر [foʃaɾ] prop (cl.2) Foshar prop
فف [fof] noun (cl.3) star noun
فو [fau] conj but conj
فوٓپ [feʋḭp] noun (cl.2) ice noun
1. في [foju] adj yellow adj
2. في [fai] pp in_across pp
فين [fain] noun (cl.3) fruit noun
1. فٓ [fɤ̰] pp from_outside pp
2. فٓ [fo̰] vpmode proclitic optative 
فٓشد [fo̰ʃid] noun (cl.2) bank noun
فٓود [fḭʋɯd] noun (cl.1) breath noun
فٓچد [fḛt͡ʃad] noun (cl.1) box noun
فڇ [fɯt͡ɕ] noun (cl.1) cat noun
فڭ [fɯŋ] noun (cl.4) ear noun
1. ك [ki] num three num
2. ك [ki] pp to_in_front pp
كتس [katus] noun (cl.3) market noun
كح [keh] noun (cl.3) year noun
كر [kuɾu] adj warm adj
1. كـ [k-] noungender prefix cl.1 
2. كـ [k-] verbta prefix PRES 
كفيڭ [kefaiŋ] noun (cl.2) slime noun
كم [kɯm] noun (cl.1) chair noun
كن [kun] noun (cl.4) leg noun
كي [kɯj] noun (cl.1) time noun
كيد [kaid] noun (cl.4) foot noun
كٓ [kḭ] pron 1incl.plur pron
كپم [kapem] noun (cl.3) umbrella noun
كڃٓك [kuɲɯ̰k] noun (cl.4) medicine noun
1. م [mi] num one num
2. م [mo] pron she pron
3. م [mi] vpnegation enclitic NEG 
مبٓو [mobo̰ʋ] noun (cl.4) bosom noun (body part)
مسڃ [musuɲ] noun (cl.3) jaguar noun
مش [miʃ] noun (cl.3) language noun
مشٓر [muʃḛɾ] noun (cl.1) lion noun
1. مـ [m-] noungender prefix cl.3 
2. مـ [m-] verbta prefix PAST 
مف [mif] noun (cl.1) manner noun
مكي [mokɯj] prop (cl.1) Mokuy prop
مم [mim] noun (cl.3) top noun
1. مي [mai] pp from pp
2. مي [mai] pp from_around pp
مير [maiɾ] noun (cl.4) heart noun
1. مٓ [mɤ̰] pron 3.sing.cl.2 pron
2. مٓ [mḛ] adj short adj
3. مٓ [mɤ̰] pp to_right pp
مچٓ [mit͡ʃɯ̰] num hundred num
مگ [miɡ] noun (cl.4) eye noun
1. ن [ne] pron 1excl.sing pron
2. ن [ni] adj far adj
3. ن [nu] adj some adj
4. ن [no] adv always adv
نة [na] det that det
نتٓ [nuta̰] adj dry adj
نشر [niʃiɾ] noun (cl.4) vagina noun
نفو [nefaʋu] adj perfect adj
نك [nako] adj blind adj
ني [nɯj] noun (cl.1) day noun
1. نٓ [nḛ] pron 3.plur.cl.1 pron
2. نٓ [na̰] pp to_next_to pp
3. نٓ [no̰] pp to_outside pp
4. نٓ [no̰] vpmode proclitic conditional 
نٓح [na̰h] noun (cl.2) surface noun
نٓوٓك [nḛʋo̰k] noun (cl.1) louse noun
نپ [nɯpu] adj different adj
نپٓ [napḛ] adj sharp adj
نچ [nat͡ʃ] noun (cl.1) bed noun
نڇ [nit͡ɕe] pp COMP pp
و [ʋo] num four num
ور [ʋaɾ] noun (cl.2) north noun
وس [ʋos] noun (cl.3) inside noun
1. ون [ʋen] noun (cl.1) girl noun
2. ون [ʋun] noun (cl.4) blood noun
وو [ʋaʋ] noun (cl.3) earth noun
وونة [ʋauna] adj wet adj
1. وٓ [ʋḛ] pron 2.plur pron
2. وٓ [ʋo̰] num two num
3. وٓ [ʋḭ] pp from_right pp
وٓيوف [ʋo̰jauf] noun (cl.1) flower noun
وٓڇ [ʋḛt͡ɕ] noun (cl.1) mother noun
وچ [ʋɤt͡ʃ] noun (cl.3) land noun
وگيد [ʋiɡaid] noun (cl.4) dialect noun
ي [jo] pp in_inside pp
1. يٓ [jɤ̰] pp to_above pp
2. يٓ [jḛ] pp in_behind pp
3. يٓ [jo̰] pp in_outside pp
يٓب [jḛbu] adj full adj
يٓوين [ja̰ʋain] noun (cl.2) grass noun
1. پ [pe] pron 3.plur.cl.4 pron
2. پ [pu] adv furiously adv
پر [poɾɤ] pp PURP pp
پس [pes] noun (cl.1) sun noun
پك [pɯk] noun (cl.1) night noun
پكن [pekun] noun (cl.2) money noun
1. پم [pime] adv thoroughly adv
2. پم [pamo] num six num
پو [pau] pp from_inside pp
1. پٓ [pɤ̰] pron 1excl.plur pron
2. پٓ [pṵ] pp from_across pp
پٓپم [pa̰pim] noun (cl.4) anus noun
پڃيس [peɲais] noun (cl.2) ash noun
پڇ [pat͡ɕ] noun (cl.4) nose noun
پڇس [pit͡ɕos] noun (cl.3) fog noun
پڭ [puŋ] noun (cl.1) dog noun
ڃ [ɲɯ] adj old adj (not young)
ڃب [ɲab] noun (cl.3) west noun
ڃت [ɲet] noun (cl.2) city noun
ڃسك [ɲisak] noun (cl.1) urine noun
ڃمچٓ [ɲemat͡ʃḭ] adj colourless adj
ڃنم [ɲonem] noun (cl.2) machine noun
ڃنٓ [ɲena̰] adj single adj
ڃي [ɲɯjo] adj happy adj
1. ڃٓ [ɲa̰] adj small adj
2. ڃٓ [ɲṵ] pp to_inside pp
ڃٓدش [ɲḛdɤʃ] noun (cl.1) faeces noun
ڃچ [ɲɤt͡ʃ] noun (cl.2) friend noun
ڃڭڃ [ɲiŋuɲ] noun (cl.1) tower noun
ڃگ [ɲiɡ] noun (cl.4) back noun (body part)
ڃݐ [ɲiɓ] noun (cl.4) head noun
1. چ [t͡ʃɤ] adj few adj
2. چ [t͡ʃo] adj new adj
3. چ [t͡ʃo] vpmode proclitic imperative 
چة [t͡ʃa] pp in_right pp
چرف [t͡ʃuɾef] noun (cl.2) hunter noun
چـ [t͡ʃ-] noungender prefix cl.4 
چم [t͡ʃom] noun (cl.3) meat noun
چنٓن [t͡ʃano̰n] noun (cl.2) smoke noun
چوڭ [t͡ʃauŋ] noun (cl.2) father noun
چيس [t͡ʃais] noun (cl.2) human being noun
چيش [t͡ʃaiʃ] noun (cl.1) table noun
1. چٓ [t͡ʃɯ̰] conj then conj
2. چٓ [t͡ʃa̰] vpnegation enclitic POS 
چٓچن [t͡ʃa̰t͡ʃon] noun (cl.1) mammal noun
چٓچو [t͡ʃḛt͡ʃiʋ] noun (cl.4) guts noun
چڇگ [t͡ʃet͡ɕiɡ] noun (cl.3) snake noun
چگگ [t͡ʃaɡɤɡ] noun (cl.4) fat noun
چݐوڭ [t͡ʃuɓauŋ] noun (cl.3) cloud noun
1. ڇ [t͡ɕɯ] adj big adj
2. ڇ [t͡ɕe] conj and conj
ڇبو [t͡ɕabaʋ] prop (cl.1) Chabav prop
ڇة [t͡ɕa] pp in_around pp
1. ڇت [t͡ɕɯt] noun (cl.2) colour noun
2. ڇت [t͡ɕet] noun (cl.1) daughter noun
ڇر [t͡ɕɤɾ] noun (cl.4) south noun
ڇسد [t͡ɕisud] noun (cl.1) horn noun
ڇسم [t͡ɕosim] noun (cl.4) breast noun
ڇـ [t͡ɕ-] noungender prefix cl.2 
ڇنڃ [t͡ɕunoɲ] noun (cl.1) tiger noun
1. ڇو [t͡ɕaʋ] noun (cl.2) leaf noun
2. ڇو [t͡ɕau] pp from_above pp
ڇوب [t͡ɕaubo] adj round adj
ڇي [t͡ɕij] noun (cl.4) hand noun
ڇٓفوب [t͡ɕḭfaub] noun (cl.4) tail noun
ڇچ [t͡ɕut͡ʃo] adj dirty adj
ڇڭ [t͡ɕɯŋ] noun (cl.2) sea noun
ڇݐس [t͡ɕaɓasi] adj narrow adj
ڭ [ŋɯ] pp from_near pp
ڭتن [ŋuton] noun (cl.4) wing noun
ڭح [ŋuho] conj thus conj
ڭرن [ŋeɾene] adj smooth adj
ڭويڭ [ŋaʋaiŋ] noun (cl.3) mortar noun
ڭي [ŋuj] noun (cl.2) man noun
ڭٓ [ŋa̰] adj good adj
ڭٓي [ŋɯ̰j] noun (cl.3) road noun
ڭگ [ŋuɡ] noun (cl.1) fish noun
1. گ [ɡe] pron 3.plur.cl.3 pron
2. گ [ɡo] adj long adj
3. گ [ɡi] adj little adj
گة [ɡa] adv often adv
گتر [ɡiteɾ] noun (cl.2) teacher noun
گسو [ɡuseʋ] noun (cl.4) restaurant noun
گسيگ [ɡesaiɡ] noun (cl.1) worm noun
گشچ [ɡiʃet͡ʃ] noun (cl.1) seed noun
گفت [ɡifɤt] noun (cl.1) wild boar noun
گفف [ɡifɯf] noun (cl.1) student noun
گٓ [ɡɯ̰] pp from_left pp
گٓمك [ɡo̰mik] noun (cl.2) sand noun
گٓڇيب [ɡḛt͡ɕaib] noun (cl.4) neck noun
گٓݐ [ɡḭɓ] noun (cl.3) knife noun
گچ [ɡot͡ʃ] noun (cl.1) people noun
ݐ [ɓi] pp with pp
ݐب [ɓab] noun (cl.3) rain noun
ݐة [ɓa] adj red adj
ݐسݐ [ɓesoɓ] noun (cl.3) apple noun
ݐشب [ɓuʃibe] adj thick adj
ݐني [ɓenaj] noun (cl.2) plain noun
ݐنيپ [ɓunaip] noun (cl.1) library noun
ݐو [ɓaʋ] noun (cl.4) bone noun
ݐوة [ɓaʋa] adj green adj
ݐوم [ɓaum] noun (cl.2) son noun
1. ݐٓ [ɓḛ] pp in_in_front pp
2. ݐٓ [ɓo̰] pp to_surface pp
3. ݐٓ [ɓɯ̰] pp from_under pp
ݐڃ [ɓɤɲ] noun (cl.4) speech noun
ݐچڃ [ɓut͡ʃaɲ] noun (cl.2) neighbour noun
ݐݐ [ɓiɓo] adj thin adj
ݐݐي [ɓaɓai] pp MANNER pp
