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[bookmark: _Toc0]Grammar
[bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc2]Scope and Purpose
This grammar provides a systematic description of the Nup language (the 1777th one produced by the Language Creator), outlining its sound system, word formation and syntactic structure, with the aim of presenting a coherent account of the language as an integrated whole. Attention has been paid to both regular patterns and minor irregularities, as these together define the internal balance of the language.
The grammar is accompanied by a bilingual dictionary and a collection of illustrative texts, offering material for further study and comparison. The examples have been selected to demonstrate typical constructions and to give a sense of the language in extended use. The description is intended as a reference work for linguists and language enthusiasts alike, and as a foundation for any future research, teaching or creative adaptation of Nup.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Typological Profile
It has postpositions.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Phonology
[bookmark: _Toc5]Phoneme Inventory
[bookmark: _Toc6]Consonants
Nup has 20 consonant phonemes, a size that falls within a broadly average range.
It has a strikingly small set of lateral and rhotic consonants.
The table below presents the full inventory of consonant phonemes in Nup. The chart lists all places and manners of articulation attested in the language.
	
	labial
	alveolar
	postalveolar
	palatal
	velar
	glottal

	stop
	p b
	d t
	
	
	k ɡ
	

	nasal
	m
	n
	
	ɲ
	ŋ
	

	fricative
	f
	s z
	ʃ ʒ
	
	
	h

	approximant
	ʋ
	
	
	j
	
	

	affricate
	
	
	t͡ʃ
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc7]Vowels
Nup has more than 14 vowel qualities. This constitutes an exceptionally rich vowel inventory, with numerous distinct categories represented in the chart.
It has a maximally “square” vowel system balancing heights across backness and front rounded vowels (these are cross-linguistically relatively uncommon, but occur in a number of well-known languages, including French, German, Turkish and Mandarin).
The table below presents the full inventory of vowel phonemes in Nup. The system comprises the distinct vowel qualities listed in the chart.
	
	front unrounded
	front rounded
	back unrounded
	back

	close
	i
	y
	
	u

	mid
	e
	ø
	
	o

	open
	æ
	
	ɑ
	


[bookmark: _Toc8]Stress and Tones
Nup has phonemic stress but no lexical tone. Stress consistently falls on the first vowel of the root, and no contrastive tonal distinctions are made.
[bookmark: _Toc9]Phonological Processes
[bookmark: _Toc10]Vowel Harmony
Vowel harmony does not exist in this language.
[bookmark: _Toc11]Writing System
[bookmark: _Toc12]Introduction
Nup is normally written using the Cyrillic alphabet, a script with a long and varied history across Eastern Europe and northern Asia. In this grammar, phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) are also used to give an unambiguous representation of sound.
The conventions adopted here follow standard Cyrillic practice for the language where that exists; where they do not, the IPA transcription should be taken as authoritative.
[bookmark: _Toc13]Orthography
Here are the various components of the orthography:
Simple letters
	а /ɑ/
	а’ /ɑ̰/
	б /b/
	в /ʋ/

	г /h/
	д /d/
	е /e/
	е’ /ḛ/

	ж /ʒ/
	з /z/
	и /i/
	и’ /ḭ/

	к /k/
	м /m/
	н /n/
	о /o/

	о’ /o̰/
	п /p/
	с /s/
	т /t/

	у /u/
	у’ /ṵ/
	ф /f/
	ч /t͡ʃ/

	ш /ʃ/
	ј /j/
	њ /ɲ/
	ґ /ɡ/

	ү /y/
	ү’ /y̰/
	ӈ /ŋ/
	ә /æ/

	ә’ /æ̰/
	ө /ø/
	ө’ /ø̰/
	


[bookmark: _Toc14]Word Classes and Morphology
[bookmark: _Toc15]Number and Gender
[bookmark: _Toc16]Number
Nup does not have grammatical number.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Gender
Nup has the following genders:
Gender masc – for instance: веч ‘knife’, дуњ ‘leaf’, жаб ‘father’, жаж ‘city’, жа’мув ‘seed’, зикуб ‘bark’, мүфоњ ‘liver’, мөч ‘idea’, не’ґуд ‘cloud’, ти’би ‘net’, фикөк ‘breath’, чесөј ‘religion’, чәм ‘star’, шач ‘stone’, шод ‘son’, јоњеј ‘flower’, јө ‘man’, њә’мә’в ‘dialect’, ґуґүш ‘wheat’, ӈеше’с ‘river’.
Gender fem – for instance: вемин ‘mountain’, вөбоф ‘tower’, геј ‘road’, жөк ‘fish’, ка ‘bone’, пабән ‘salt’, посеш ‘wild boar’, пүн ‘bird’, тед ‘ear’, топ ‘land’, федуб ‘lamb’, фефөб ‘court’, чиӈ ‘back’, чүјуч ‘cheese’, шус ‘cat’, шүн ‘chair’, шүфав ‘box’, шәјој ‘jaguar’, њеш ‘inside’, њәӈо’ч ‘neck’.
[bookmark: _Toc18]The Nominal Phrase
Nominal phrases in Nup can be exemplified by the following example:
Фү’ш бе’ч веч бе’в дит дөфуњ јәв бәче’с би’шү’ґ дүшиф гә’ј сетәӈ шүч.	(1)
[ˈfy̰ʃ ˈbḛt͡ʃ ˈʋet͡ʃ ˈbḛʋ dit døˈfuɲ jæʋ ˈbæt͡ʃḛs ˈbḭʃy̰ɡ dyˈʃif ˈhæ̰j seˈtæŋ ˈʃyt͡ʃ]
	ˈfy̰ʃ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	ˈʋet͡ʃ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	dit
	døˈfuɲ
	jæʋ

	woman
	the
	fem
	knife
	the
	masc
	LOC
	COMIT
	3.fem.SUBJ


 
	b-
	ˈæt͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈḭʃ
	-y̰ɡ
	dyˈʃif
	ˈhæ̰j
	seˈtæŋ

	indicative
	catch
	PAST
	indicative
	blind
	PRES
	COMP
	three
	mouse


 
	ˈʃy
	-t͡ʃ

	yon
	fem


“The woman with the knife caught those three blind mice.”
In the following, we shall look at the various components in more details.
All nominal phrase clitics in Nup are enclitics (placed finally), and there are two types: a clitic expressing possessor, comprising бењ /beɲ/ ‘1incl’, зач /zɑt͡ʃ/ ‘1excl’, чүӈ /t͡ʃyŋ/ ‘2’, дањ /dɑɲ/ ‘3.masc’ and ґе’ /ɡḛ/ ‘3.fem’ followed by a clitic expressing case, comprising њок /ɲok/ ‘DAT’, фањ /fɑɲ/ ‘INS’, мив /miʋ/ ‘VOC’, сәњ /sæɲ/ ‘ALL’, дит /dit/ ‘LOC’, ван /ʋɑn/ ‘ABL’ and пуз /puz/ ‘PART’.
The morphology of the elements of the nominal phrase, i.e., nouns, numerals and pronouns, is described below, as is the way that possession is expressed in Nup.
[bookmark: _Toc19]The Noun
The noun in Nup stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
The noun displays the following derivational morphology: six suffixes, namely -фи /-fi/ ‘little’, -вө /-ʋø/ ‘big’, -би /-bi/ ‘old’, -ме /-me/ ‘new’, -шү /-ʃy/ ‘good’ and -вү /-ʋy/ ‘bad’, and five circumfixes, namely и-м /i-m/ ‘have’, е’-ӈ /ḛ-ŋ/ ‘use’, о-ч /o-t͡ʃ/ ‘see’, ә-ч /æ-t͡ʃ/ ‘make’ and ә-ј /æ-j/ ‘break’
[bookmark: _Toc20]The Adjective
The adjective in Nup stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Numerals
The numeral in Nup stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc22]Determiners
In Nup, the determiner has the following structure: the root followed by an obligatory suffix expressing gender, comprising -в /-ʋ/ ‘masc’ and -ч /-t͡ʃ/ ‘fem’.
[bookmark: _Toc23]Pronouns
The pronoun in Nup stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
In Nup, subject pronouns (but not object pronouns ones) are dropped unless they are stressed. Here is an example where neither of the pronouns are stressed:
Ба’кү’ґ вәв.	(2)
[ˈbɑ̰ky̰ɡ ˈʋæʋ]
	b-
	ˈɑ̰k
	-y̰ɡ
	ˈʋæʋ

	indicative
	love
	PRES
	3.fem


“He (the boy) loves her (the girl).”
But here, the word corresponding to he (i.e., the subject) is stressed:
Јүњ ба’кү’ґ вәв.	(3)
[ˈjyɲ ˈbɑ̰ky̰ɡ ˈʋæʋ]
	ˈjyɲ
	b-
	ˈɑ̰k
	-y̰ɡ
	ˈʋæʋ

	3.masc
	indicative
	love
	PRES
	3.fem


“He loves her.”
[bookmark: _Toc24]Proper Nouns
Мочај бе’в бо’жи’јү’ґ Та’пам бе’ч.	(4)
[moˈt͡ʃɑj ˈbḛʋ bo̰ˈʒḭjy̰ɡ tɑ̰ˈpɑm ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	moˈt͡ʃɑj
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	b-
	ˈo̰ʒḭj
	-y̰ɡ
	tɑ̰ˈpɑm
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	Mochay
	the
	masc
	indicative
	hate
	PRES
	Tapam
	the
	fem


“Mochay hates Tapam.”
[bookmark: _Toc25]Possession
саб бе’в мүтуж бе’в дањ	(5)
[ˈsɑb ˈbḛʋ myˈtuʒ ˈbḛʋ dɑɲ]
	ˈsɑb
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	myˈtuʒ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	dɑɲ

	boy
	the
	masc
	apple
	the
	masc
	3.masc.POSS


“the boy’s apple”
јүњ мүтуж бе’в дањ	(6)
[ˈjyɲ myˈtuʒ ˈbḛʋ dɑɲ]
	ˈjyɲ
	myˈtuʒ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	dɑɲ

	3.masc
	apple
	the
	masc
	3.masc.POSS


“his (the boy’s) apple”
мүтуж бе’в зач	(7)
[myˈtuʒ ˈbḛʋ zɑt͡ʃ]
	myˈtuʒ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	zɑt͡ʃ

	apple
	the
	masc
	1excl.POSS


“my apple”
Сүсәј бе’в зум бе’ч дањ јәв бөњаке’с нучү’ј бе’в чүӈ шод бе’в дањ.	(8)
[syˈsæj ˈbḛʋ ˈzum ˈbḛt͡ʃ dɑɲ jæʋ bøˈɲɑkḛs nuˈt͡ʃy̰j ˈbḛʋ t͡ʃyŋ ˈʃod ˈbḛʋ dɑɲ]
	syˈsæj
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	ˈzum
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dɑɲ
	jæʋ
	b-

	hunter
	the
	masc
	daughter
	the
	fem
	3.masc.POSS
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative


 
	ˈøɲɑk
	-ḛs
	nuˈt͡ʃy̰j
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	t͡ʃyŋ
	ˈʃod
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ

	kiss
	PAST
	neighbour
	the
	masc
	2.POSS
	son
	the
	masc


 
	dɑɲ

	3.masc.POSS


“The hunter’s daughter kissed your neighbour’s son.”
[bookmark: _Toc26]Derivation

федуб	(9)
[feˈdub]
	feˈdub

	lamb


“a lamb”
федубфи	(10)
[feˈdubfi]
	feˈdub
	-fi

	lamb
	little


“a little lamb”
Јәв бифедубфиме’с.	(11)
[jæʋ bifeˈdubfimḛs]
	jæʋ
	b-
	i-
	feˈdub
	-fi
	-m
	-ḛs

	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	have₁
	lamb
	little
	have₂
	PAST


“She had a little lamb.”
This doesn’t affect all adjectives and verbs. Compare, for instance the previous example with this one, where black and love do not undergo affixation:
Јәв ба’ке’с божү’ґ дүшиф федуб.	(12)
[jæʋ ˈbɑ̰kḛs ˈboʒy̰ɡ dyˈʃif feˈdub]
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈɑ̰k
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈoʒ
	-y̰ɡ
	dyˈʃif
	feˈdub

	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	love
	PAST
	indicative
	black
	PRES
	COMP
	lamb


“She loved a black lamb.”
[bookmark: _Toc27]Compounding
[bookmark: _Toc28]Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc29]Inflectional Categories
The verbal phrase clitics in Nup fall into two categories, proclitics and enclitics: a clitic expressing subj, comprising њиӈ /ɲiŋ/ ‘1incl’, ни’м /nḭm/ ‘1excl’, ӈуј /ŋuj/ ‘2’ and јәв /jæʋ/ ‘3.fem’ followed by a clitic expressing negation, comprising ке’ /kḛ/ ‘NEG’.
In addition, the verb is structured like this: first, an obligatory prefix expressing mode, comprising б- /b-/ ‘indicative’, м- /m-/ ‘imperative’, ј- /j-/ ‘conditional’ and к- /k-/ ‘optative’; second, the root; third, an obligatory suffix expressing ta, comprising -ү’ґ /-y̰ɡ/ ‘PRES’ and -е’с /-ḛs/ ‘PAST’; and finally, fourth, an optional suffix expressing voice, comprising -ә’д /-æ̰d/ ‘passive’.
The verb displays the following derivational morphology: five suffixes, namely -ив /-iʋ/ ‘begin’, -о’н /-o̰n/ ‘stop’, -уґ /-uɡ/ ‘continue’, -аӈ /-ɑŋ/ ‘try’ and -үс /-ys/ ‘start’
Ни’м ба’кү’ґ чив.	(13)
[nḭm ˈbɑ̰ky̰ɡ ˈt͡ʃiʋ]
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑ̰k
	-y̰ɡ
	ˈt͡ʃiʋ

	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	love
	PRES
	2


“I love you.”
[bookmark: _Toc30]Adverbs Minor Classes
[bookmark: _Toc31]Adpositions
There is one type of clitic in the adpositional phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing root.
тут бе’ч дит мөґ	(14)
[ˈtut ˈbḛt͡ʃ dit ˈmøɡ]
	ˈtut
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dit
	ˈmøɡ

	table
	the
	fem
	LOC
	in_surface


“on the table”
шүфав бе’ч дит пак	(15)
[ʃyˈfɑʋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dit ˈpɑk]
	ʃyˈfɑʋ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dit
	ˈpɑk

	box
	the
	fem
	LOC
	to_inside


“into the box”
кез дит дөфуњ	(16)
[ˈkez dit døˈfuɲ]
	ˈkez
	dit
	døˈfuɲ

	1excl
	LOC
	COMIT


“with me”
[bookmark: _Toc32]Syntax
[bookmark: _Toc33]Basic Clause Structure
[bookmark: _Toc34]Constituent Order
Constituent order describes the typical arrangement of the subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) in simple declarative clauses. It is a fundamental parameter in grammatical description and forms one of the clearest ways of characterising the overall structure of a language’s clause system.
Nup employs Subject–Verb–Object (SVO) as its basic word order. The subject is followed by the verb, with the object occurring in post-verbal position. This ordering is widely attested across the world’s languages.
The following examples illustrate the basic, unmarked, constituent order in Nup.
Шәјој бе’ч јәв бује’с сүсәј бе’в.	(17)
[ʃæˈjoj ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ ˈbujḛs syˈsæj ˈbḛʋ]
	ʃæˈjoj
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈuj
	-ḛs
	syˈsæj
	ˈbḛ

	jaguar
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	kill
	PAST
	hunter
	the


 
	-ʋ

	masc


“The jaguar killed the hunter.”
Мабе’з бе’ч јәв биме’с сүсәј бе’в зум бе’ч дањ сич бе’ч ґе’.	(18)
[mɑˈbḛz ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ ˈbimḛs syˈsæj ˈbḛʋ ˈzum ˈbḛt͡ʃ dɑɲ ˈsit͡ʃ ˈbḛt͡ʃ ɡḛ]
	mɑˈbḛz
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈim
	-ḛs
	syˈsæj
	ˈbḛ

	lion
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	eat
	PAST
	hunter
	the


 
	-ʋ
	ˈzum
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dɑɲ
	ˈsit͡ʃ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	ɡḛ

	masc
	daughter
	the
	fem
	3.masc.POSS
	dog
	the
	fem
	3.fem.POSS


“The lion ate the hunter’s daughter’s dog.”
The language has a fixed constituent order, and major phrases normally appear in a predictable position in the clause. Movement for discourse reasons is highly restricted: topics and foci are expressed not by rearranging elements, but through dedicated constructions such as clefts, focus clauses or topic–comment frames. Constituents remain continuous, and both the relative order of phrases and the internal structure of each phrase are stable. As a result, significant deviations from the basic word order are ungrammatical, and discourse structure is managed through these specialised constructions rather than through word-order variation.
[bookmark: _Toc35]Noun Phrases
[bookmark: _Toc36]Structure and Order
The internal structure of noun phrases in Nup reveals typologically significant preferences in the ordering of nominal constituents. This includes the position of adjectives, numerals, and possessors relative to the noun, each of which can offer clues to the overall headedness of the language.
Possessive constructions are head-final: the possessor precedes the possessed noun. For example, Nup expresses “the child’s toy” with the equivalent of “child toy”. This ordering is found in many SOV and postpositional languages and aligns with a broader tendency towards modifier-first structures.
шод бе’в чүӈ жүч бе’в дањ шигош бе’ч дањ	(19)
[ˈʃod ˈbḛʋ t͡ʃyŋ ˈʒyt͡ʃ ˈbḛʋ dɑɲ ʃihoʃ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dɑɲ]
	ˈʃod
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	t͡ʃyŋ
	ˈʒyt͡ʃ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	dɑɲ
	ʃihoʃ

	son
	the
	masc
	2.POSS
	friend
	the
	masc
	3.masc.POSS
	book


 
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dɑɲ

	the
	fem
	3.masc.POSS


“your son’s friend’s book”
[bookmark: _Toc37]Case Marking
Nup does not use case marking to distinguish the core participants of the clause. There is therefore no regular nominative, accusative, ergative, active or stative marking on subjects and objects. Instead, the roles of the participants are identified by other means, cf. the examples below.
Шус бе’ч јәв бүвү’ґ.	(20)
[ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ ˈbyʋy̰ɡ]
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈyʋ
	-y̰ɡ

	cat
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	sleep
	PRES


“The cat is sleeping.”
Шус бе’ч јәв боґү’ґ.	(21)
[ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ ˈboɡy̰ɡ]
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈoɡ
	-y̰ɡ

	cat
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	run
	PRES


“The cat is running.”
Шус бе’ч јәв бенењү’ґ сетәӈ бе’ч.	(22)
[ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ beˈneɲy̰ɡ seˈtæŋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈeneɲ
	-y̰ɡ
	seˈtæŋ
	ˈbḛ

	cat
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	chase
	PRES
	mouse
	the


 
	-t͡ʃ

	fem


“The cat is chasing the mouse.”
Шус бе’ч јәв бәче’с сетәӈ бе’ч.	(23)
[ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ jæʋ ˈbæt͡ʃḛs seˈtæŋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	jæʋ
	b-
	ˈæt͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	seˈtæŋ
	ˈbḛ

	cat
	the
	fem
	3.fem.SUBJ
	indicative
	catch
	PAST
	mouse
	the


 
	-t͡ʃ

	fem


“The cat caught the mouse.”
[bookmark: _Toc38]Conjunctions
Here is an example of a conjunction.
Сүсәј бе’в бује’с шәјој бе’ч чөс күвењ бе’ч чөс мабе’з бе’ч.	(24)
[syˈsæj ˈbḛʋ ˈbujḛs ʃæˈjoj ˈbḛt͡ʃ ˈt͡ʃøs kyˈʋeɲ ˈbḛt͡ʃ ˈt͡ʃøs mɑˈbḛz ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	syˈsæj
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	b-
	ˈuj
	-ḛs
	ʃæˈjoj
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	hunter
	the
	masc
	indicative
	kill
	PAST
	jaguar
	the
	fem


 
	ˈt͡ʃøs
	kyˈʋeɲ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	ˈt͡ʃøs
	mɑˈbḛz
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	and
	tiger
	the
	fem
	and
	lion
	the
	fem


“The hunter killed the jaguars, the tigers and the lions.”
[bookmark: _Toc39]Modifiers and Determiners
The ordering of demonstratives, articles (if present), and other modifiers in Nup provides further insight into the structure of the noun phrase. These elements frequently exhibit fixed positions and may reveal whether the language favours head-initial or head-final patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc40]Complex Sentences
[bookmark: _Toc41]Relative Clauses
Nup forms relative clauses by placing them before the noun they modify. The modifier takes the form of a finite clause that precedes the head noun without any relative pronoun. The clause shows ordinary clausal structure, with the role of the head noun recoverable from the syntactic position inside the clause.
To illustrate how relative clauses work, let us begin with a simple sentence:
Ни’м бабөґе’с шус бе’ч.	(25)
[nḭm bɑˈbøɡḛs ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑbøɡ
	-ḛs
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	pat
	PAST
	cat
	the
	fem


“I patted the cat.”
We can now add a relative clause modifying the noun:
Ни’м бабөґе’с бәче’с сетәӈ бе’ч дүшиф шус бе’ч.	(26)
[nḭm bɑˈbøɡḛs ˈbæt͡ʃḛs seˈtæŋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dyˈʃif ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑbøɡ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈæt͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	seˈtæŋ
	ˈbḛ

	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	pat
	PAST
	indicative
	catch
	PAST
	mouse
	the


 
	-t͡ʃ
	dyˈʃif
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	fem
	COMP
	cat
	the
	fem


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse.”
Relative clauses may themselves contain other relative clauses:
Ни’м бабөґе’с бәче’с биме’с чүјуч бе’ч дүшиф сетәӈ бе’ч дүшиф шус бе’ч.	(27)
[nḭm bɑˈbøɡḛs ˈbæt͡ʃḛs ˈbimḛs t͡ʃyˈjut͡ʃ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dyˈʃif seˈtæŋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dyˈʃif ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑbøɡ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈæt͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈim

	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	pat
	PAST
	indicative
	catch
	PAST
	indicative
	eat


 
	-ḛs
	t͡ʃyˈjut͡ʃ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dyˈʃif
	seˈtæŋ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dyˈʃif

	PAST
	cheese
	the
	fem
	COMP
	mouse
	the
	fem
	COMP


 
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	cat
	the
	fem


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese.”
Finally, here is an example containing several layers of embedding:
Ни’м бабөґе’с бәче’с биме’с кез ни’м боде’с дүшиф чүјуч бе’ч дүшиф сетәӈ бе’ч дүшиф шус бе’ч.	(28)
[nḭm bɑˈbøɡḛs ˈbæt͡ʃḛs ˈbimḛs ˈkez nḭm ˈbodḛs dyˈʃif t͡ʃyˈjut͡ʃ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dyˈʃif seˈtæŋ ˈbḛt͡ʃ dyˈʃif ˈʃus ˈbḛt͡ʃ]
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑbøɡ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈæt͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	b-
	ˈim

	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	pat
	PAST
	indicative
	catch
	PAST
	indicative
	eat


 
	-ḛs
	ˈkez
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈod
	-ḛs
	dyˈʃif
	t͡ʃyˈjut͡ʃ
	ˈbḛ

	PAST
	1excl
	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	buy
	PAST
	COMP
	cheese
	the


 
	-t͡ʃ
	dyˈʃif
	seˈtæŋ
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ
	dyˈʃif
	ˈʃus
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	fem
	COMP
	mouse
	the
	fem
	COMP
	cat
	the
	fem


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese that I bought.”
[bookmark: _Toc42]Complementation Strategies
Nup introduces complement clauses with a dedicated complementiser, similar to English that. The complementiser appears at the beginning of the embedded clause and signals that the clause functions as a syntactic argument. The embedded clause is fully finite and displays the same tense, aspect and agreement patterns as independent clauses.
The following example illustrate how complement clauses function:
Саб бе’в бибе’с гәп бе’ч мүтуж дүшиф биӈече’с сешәӈ бе’в.	(29)
[ˈsɑb ˈbḛʋ ˈbibḛs ˈhæp ˈbḛt͡ʃ myˈtuʒ dyˈʃif biˈŋet͡ʃḛs seʃæŋ ˈbḛʋ]
	ˈsɑb
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	b-
	ˈib
	-ḛs
	ˈhæp
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	boy
	the
	masc
	indicative
	give
	PAST
	girl
	the
	fem


 
	myˈtuʒ
	dyˈʃif
	b-
	ˈiŋet͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	seʃæŋ
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ

	apple
	COMP
	indicative
	surprise
	PAST
	teacher
	the
	masc


“It surprised the teacher that the boy had given the girl an apple.”
[bookmark: _Toc43]Quotes
Nup employs a quotative particle to mark direct and indirect speech. The quotative follows the reported phrase and identifies the preceding expression as quoted or reported. The same construction is also used to express reported thoughts.
Here is an example of how quotations are expressed:
Саб бе’в бо’че’с гәп бе’ч кез ни’м ба’кү’ґ чив дүшиф.	(30)
[ˈsɑb ˈbḛʋ ˈbo̰t͡ʃḛs ˈhæp ˈbḛt͡ʃ ˈkez nḭm ˈbɑ̰ky̰ɡ ˈt͡ʃiʋ dyˈʃif]
	ˈsɑb
	ˈbḛ
	-ʋ
	b-
	ˈo̰t͡ʃ
	-ḛs
	ˈhæp
	ˈbḛ
	-t͡ʃ

	boy
	the
	masc
	indicative
	tell
	PAST
	girl
	the
	fem


 
	ˈkez
	nḭm
	b-
	ˈɑ̰k
	-y̰ɡ
	ˈt͡ʃiʋ
	dyˈʃif

	1excl
	1excl.SUBJ
	indicative
	love
	PRES
	2
	COMP


“The boy told the girl that he loved her.”


[bookmark: _Toc44]Texts
[bookmark: _Toc45]The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9)
Бифе’с ба’шү’ґ дүшиф ӈат бүӈү’ґ дүшиф вә’ӈ бе’в дит мөґ бе’в тиј зоњ чөс тиј њә’мә’в. Бинаме’с јүњ суб бе’ч дит јоґ, чөс бөбе’с јүњ бидү’ґ дүшиф пәкут топ дит па, фиӈач бифиње’с јүњ боч. Бә’пе’с јүњ до’к њиӈ мәта’њеґчү’ґ дүшиф чөс до’к њиӈ маґү’ґ та’њеґ дүшиф јајүз. Бифе’с јүњ та’њеґ шач дит фүбәӈ, чөс бифе’с јүњ сү’фињ тиӈоз дит фүбәӈ.
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
[bookmark: _Toc46]A Creation Myth
Бөвү’гү’ґ ке’ до’к бәкү’ґ дүшиф ӈат. Битәче’с гес чөс јан јүњ зоњ бе’ч дањ. Буносе’с јүњ жиње’ч чөс пүн сү’з бе’ч ґе’. Виб бә’кеґе’с ба’сү’ґ зоњ бе’ч бењ дүшиф нуп бе’в бәдү’ґ дүшиф пад дит па. Ба’жаме’с вәв бүӈү’ґ дүшиф чөс бо’жешү’ґ дүшиф бүмү’ґ дүшиф фикөк дит па. Буја’се’с ке’ зоњ бе’ч бењ, бодесе’с вәв.
We are not like other people. Their languages were shaped by struggle and time. They copied the sounds of beasts and birds, and they learned to speak like that. But our language arose in a different way. It was born whole and perfect in a single breath. Our language did not evolve; it was created. 
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1excl pron кез pron
1incl pron до’к pron
2 pron чив pron
3.fem pron вәв pron
3.masc pron јүњ pron
all adj а’ш verb
always adv зон adv
and conj чөс conj
animal noun чә’с noun (fem)
anus noun сошуб noun (fem)
appear verb а’жам verb
apple noun мүтуж noun (masc)
arise verb ә’кеґ verb
ash noun јәдүј noun (masc)
back noun (body part) чиӈ noun (fem)
1. bad adj ич verb
2. bad unknown -вү suffix
bank noun гамас noun (masc)
bark noun (on tree) зикуб noun (masc)
be verb а’с verb
because conj ди’п conj
bed noun то’ӈ noun (fem)
begin unknown -ив suffix
belly noun ґо’фүм noun (masc)
1. big adj уч verb
2. big unknown -вө suffix
binoculars noun жәњаґ noun (masc)
bird noun пүн noun (fem)
bite verb иж verb
black adj ож verb
blind adj и’ш verb
blood noun бој noun (masc)
blow verb е’ӈоф verb
bone noun ка noun (fem)
book noun шигош noun (fem)
bosom noun (body part) на’бок noun (fem)
bottle noun мәшем noun (fem)
box noun шүфав noun (fem)
boy noun саб noun (masc)
1. break verb әб verb
2. break unknown ә-ј circumfix
breast noun мемуз noun (masc)
breath noun фикөк noun (masc)
breathe verb ум verb
brick noun та’њеґ noun (fem)
build verb өґ verb
burn verb аґ verb
but conj виб conj
buy verb од verb
call verb уж verb
cat noun шус noun (fem)
catch verb әч verb
cease verb узет verb
chair noun шүн noun (fem)
chase verb енењ verb
cheese noun чүјуч noun (fem)
child noun (young human) фөӈ noun (masc)
city noun жаж noun (masc)
cloud noun не’ґуд noun (masc)
cold adj ик verb
colour noun чүж noun (fem)
colourless adj овив verb
come verb ок verb
COMIT pp дөфуњ pp
COMP pp дүшиф pp
confound verb ејә’н verb
continue unknown -уґ suffix
copy verb унос verb
correct adj оӈ verb
count verb өш verb
court noun фефөб noun (fem)
create verb одес verb
cut verb ај verb
daughter noun зум noun (fem)
day noun шөч noun (fem)
dialect noun њә’мә’в noun (masc)
die verb ој verb
different adj әд verb
dig verb екуф verb
dirty adj ә’м verb
do verb оњ verb
dog noun сич noun (fem)
drink verb уб verb
dry adj әф verb
dull adj е’њод verb
dust noun њитањ noun (fem)
Dustoony prop Дустүњ prop (masc)
dwell verb ифињ verb
ear noun тед noun (fem)
earth noun вә’ӈ noun (masc)
east noun суб noun (fem)
eat verb им verb
egg noun сөј noun (fem)
eight num да’зү’б num
embrace noun та’күґ noun (fem)
evolve verb уја’с verb
eye noun ӈоґ noun (fem)
face noun ви’ж noun (fem)
faeces noun ка’пә’б noun (fem)
fall verb үґ verb
far adj өс verb
farmer noun ґуви’б noun (masc)
fat noun пү’бәґ noun (fem)
father noun жаб noun (masc)
fear verb әс verb
feather noun фотәш noun (fem)
few adj аж verb
1. fight noun гес noun (masc)
2. fight verb уш verb
find verb өб verb
fingernail noun вимип noun (fem)
fire noun нәс noun (fem)
fish noun жөк noun (fem)
five num ӈин num
float verb өбаж verb
flow verb о’бо’ӈ verb
flower noun јоњеј noun (masc)
fly verb әп verb
fog noun банис noun (fem)
foot noun јаш noun (fem)
forest noun вә’ниф noun (masc)
four num шиз num
freeze verb о’пиґ verb
friend noun жүч noun (masc)
from pp јөд pp
from_above pp ґеб pp
from_across pp ӈа’к pp
from_around pp са’с pp
from_behind pp таш pp
from_in_front pp бом pp
from_inside pp јоґ pp
from_left pp чаґ pp
from_near pp чү’п pp
from_next_to pp фуј pp
from_outside pp њет pp
from_right pp фаґ pp
from_surface pp нүм pp
from_under pp чи’м pp
fruit noun бөњ noun (masc)
full adj ак verb
furious adj ејоз verb
furiously adv дөк adv
Gazoch prop Ґазоч prop (masc)
girl noun гәп noun (fem)
give verb иб verb
God prop Њисүњ prop (masc)
Goezav prop Ґөзав prop (fem)
1. good adj ед verb
2. good unknown -шү suffix
grass noun шапињ noun (masc)
green adj ек verb
grind verb одәв verb
guts noun китеж noun (masc)
hair noun њө noun (fem)
hand noun шеп noun (fem)
happy adj е’т verb
hate verb о’жи’ј verb
1. have verb иф verb
2. have unknown и-м circumfix
head noun ӈод noun (fem)
hear verb а’ӈ verb
heart noun бәк noun (masc)
heavy adj е’д verb
hit verb ә’ј verb
hold verb еж verb
horn noun житед noun (fem)
house noun шөњ noun (fem)
human being noun ӈат noun (masc)
hundred num бидөв num
hunt verb и’шиш verb
hunter noun сүсәј noun (masc)
husband noun дәз noun (masc)
ice noun симо’м noun (fem)
idea noun мөч noun (masc)
in pp фат pp
in_above pp јөв pp
in_across pp нәд pp
in_around pp ґү’ш pp
in_behind pp шиф pp
in_in_front pp ґом pp
in_inside pp па pp
in_left pp ґөз pp
in_near pp көб pp
in_next_to pp го’д pp
in_outside pp во’ж pp
in_right pp сас pp
in_surface pp мөґ pp
in_under pp зә’в pp
inside noun њеш noun (fem)
INSTR pp но’њәњ pp
jaguar noun шәјој noun (fem)
journey verb инам verb
kill verb уј verb
kiss verb өњак verb
knee noun чүњаґ noun (fem)
knife noun веч noun (masc)
know verb еп verb
lake noun го’жип noun (fem)
lamb noun федуб noun (fem)
land noun топ noun (fem)
language noun зоњ noun (fem)
large adj үг verb
laugh verb и’н verb
leaf noun дуњ noun (masc)
left adj ињ verb
leg noun гот noun (fem)
library noun гидаґ noun (fem)
lie verb өд verb
lion noun мабе’з noun (fem)
1. little adj ү’ж verb
2. little unknown -фи suffix
live verb ү’т verb
liver noun мүфоњ noun (masc)
long adj үч verb
louse noun ґәӈәз noun (fem)
love verb а’к verb
machine noun ше’диґ noun (masc)
1. make verb аӈ verb
2. make unknown ә-ч circumfix
mammal noun жиње’ч noun (fem)
man noun јө noun (masc)
MANNER pp дүчә’п pp
manner noun пад noun (masc)
many adj еш verb
market noun жидаӈ noun (fem)
meat noun јоњ noun (fem)
medicine noun мөвуз noun (fem)
Mochay prop Мочај prop (masc)
money noun дигән noun (fem)
moon noun ким noun (masc)
mortar noun тиӈоз noun (masc)
mother noun дөб noun (fem)
mountain noun вемин noun (fem)
mouse noun сетәӈ noun (fem)
mouth noun дөф noun (fem)
name noun ґун noun (masc)
narrow adj о’мәж verb
near adj иґ verb
neck noun њәӈо’ч noun (fem)
neighbour noun нучү’ј noun (masc)
net noun ти’би noun (masc)
1. new adj уз verb
2. new unknown -ме suffix
night noun ґе’п noun (fem)
nine num шиним num
north noun дүн noun (fem)
nose noun вик noun (fem)
Nup noun (language) нуп noun (masc)
often adv ґа’д adv
1. old adj (not young) еґ verb
2. old unknown -би suffix
one num тиј num
or conj мә’к conj
other adj әк verb
pat verb абөґ verb
penis noun јәвүк noun (masc)
people noun моб noun (masc)
perfect adj о’жеш verb
plain noun пәкут noun (masc)
play verb о’н verb
pull verb ез verb
PURP pp фүбәӈ pp
purpose verb ојөч verb
push verb иј verb
rain noun гиф noun (fem)
red adj уп verb
religion noun чесөј noun (masc)
resemble verb өвү’г verb
restaurant noun сукөј noun (fem)
right adj өп verb
river noun ӈеше’с noun (masc)
road noun геј noun (fem)
root noun вә’јуп noun (masc)
rope noun питут noun (masc)
rotten adj и’д verb
round adj ук verb
rub verb а’мач verb
run verb оґ verb
salt noun пабән noun (fem)
sand noun жозүн noun (masc)
say verb ә’п verb
scatter verb әшуф verb
school noun жужуд noun (masc)
scratch verb ињаӈ verb
sea noun мән noun (fem)
1. see verb ис verb
2. see unknown о-ч circumfix
seed noun жа’мув noun (masc)
seven num ге’буп num
sew verb омөј verb
shape verb итәч verb
sharp adj ү’с verb
she pron зәњ pron
short adj үп verb
sing verb уґ verb
single adj үм verb
sit verb аф verb
six num даник num
skin noun нә’ј noun (fem)
sky noun сәм noun (masc)
sleep verb үв verb
slime noun сү’фињ noun (fem)
small adj е’њ verb
smell verb ос verb
smoke noun фөчос noun (fem)
smooth adj өшаж verb
snake noun фежив noun (fem)
snow noun ґүжеӈ noun (fem)
some adj ењ verb
son noun шод noun (masc)
sound noun сү’з noun (fem)
south noun зүґ noun (fem)
speak verb ә’ӈ verb
speech noun фәӈ noun (masc)
spend_time verb үґәґ verb
spit verb увоч verb
split verb имун verb
squeeze verb адөз verb
stab verb өӈоњ verb
stand verb а’ј verb
star noun чәм noun (masc)
start unknown -үс suffix
stick noun јењиӈ noun (masc)
stone noun шач noun (masc)
stop unknown -о’н suffix
straight adj омињ verb
student noun томүн noun (fem)
suck verb әбәм verb
sun noun ґү’т noun (masc)
surface noun ње’ч noun (masc)
surprise verb иӈеч verb
swell verb и’соґ verb
swim verb ум verb
table noun тут noun (fem)
tail noun мүпем noun (fem)
Tapam prop Та’пам prop (fem)
teacher noun сешәӈ noun (masc)
tell verb о’ч verb
ten num се’к num
that det чү’ det
the det бе’ det
then conj вөф conj
there adv боч adv
thick adj өжөз verb
thin adj оч verb
think verb о’ф verb
this det шә’ det
thoroughly adv јајүз adv
thousand num вөњиб num
three num гә’ј num
throw verb е’н verb
thus conj фиӈач conj
tie verb ениб verb
tiger noun күвењ noun (fem)
time noun јан noun (fem)
to pp нуз pp
to_above pp ме’ж pp
to_across pp жүс pp
to_around pp то’в pp
to_behind pp њә’в pp
to_in_front pp жеш pp
to_inside pp пак pp
to_left pp баф pp
to_near pp коӈ pp
to_next_to pp год pp
to_outside pp буб pp
to_right pp чич pp
to_surface pp дү’ӈ pp
to_under pp гиӈ pp
tongue noun вид noun (fem)
tooth noun по’н noun (fem)
top noun шүф noun (masc)
tower noun вөбоф noun (fem)
tree noun вәж noun (masc)
try unknown -аӈ suffix
turn verb ам verb
two num ниж num
umbrella noun сә’пәј noun (masc)
understand verb и’з verb
urine noun жа’тән noun (masc)
use unknown е’-ӈ circumfix
Vadoos prop Вадүс prop (masc)
vagina noun фү’нас noun (masc)
vomit verb егоб verb
walk verb ун verb
want verb әј verb
warm adj ә’с verb
wash verb и’њ verb
water noun ґиз noun (masc)
west noun пож noun (fem)
wet adj ем verb
wheat noun ґуґүш noun (masc)
white adj ев verb
whole adj үӈ verb
wide adj ид verb
wife noun ӈаб noun (fem)
wild boar noun посеш noun (fem)
wind noun куч noun (fem)
wing noun чүӈет noun (fem)
wipe verb үњөс verb
with pp вөз pp
withhold verb е’јөф verb
woman noun фү’ш noun (fem)
worm noun шефөњ noun (fem)
year noun сус noun (fem)
yellow adj ү’н verb
yon det шү det
Zoofa prop Зү’фә prop (masc)
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абөґ [ɑbøˈɡ] verb pat verb
адөз [ɑdøˈz] verb squeeze verb
аж [ɑˈʒ] verb few adj
ак [ɑˈk] verb full adj
ам [ɑˈm] verb turn verb
аф [ɑˈf] verb sit verb
ај [ɑˈj] verb cut verb
аґ [ɑˈɡ] verb burn verb
-аӈ [-ɑŋ] suffix try unknown
аӈ [ɑˈŋ] verb make verb
а’жам [ɑ̰ʒɑˈm] verb appear verb
а’к [ɑ̰ˈk] verb love verb
а’мач [ɑ̰mɑˈt͡ʃ] verb rub verb
а’с [ɑ̰ˈs] verb be verb
а’ш [ɑ̰ˈʃ] verb all adj
а’ј [ɑ̰ˈj] verb stand verb
а’ӈ [ɑ̰ˈŋ] verb hear verb
б- [b-] verbmode prefix indicative 
банис [bɑniˈs] noun (fem) fog noun
баф [bɑˈf] pp to_left pp
бењ [beɲ] nppossessor enclitic 1incl 
1. бе’ [bḛˈ] det the det
2. бе’ [bḛ] nppossessor enclitic no.owner 
-би [-bi] suffix old unknown
бидөв [bidøˈʋ] num hundred num
бом [boˈm] pp from_in_front pp
боч [boˈt͡ʃ] adv there adv
бој [boˈj] noun (masc) blood noun
буб [buˈb] pp to_outside pp
бәк [bæˈk] noun (masc) heart noun
бөњ [bøˈɲ] noun (masc) fruit noun
-в [-ʋ] detgender suffix masc 
Вадүс [ʋɑdyˈs] prop (masc) Vadoos prop
ван [ʋɑn] npcase enclitic ABL 
вемин [ʋemiˈn] noun (fem) mountain noun
веч [ʋeˈt͡ʃ] noun (masc) knife noun
виб [ʋiˈb] conj but conj
вид [ʋiˈd] noun (fem) tongue noun
вик [ʋiˈk] noun (fem) nose noun
вимип [ʋimiˈp] noun (fem) fingernail noun
ви’ж [ʋḭˈʒ] noun (fem) face noun
во’ж [ʋo̰ˈʒ] pp in_outside pp
-вү [-ʋy] suffix bad unknown
вәв [ʋæˈʋ] pron 3.fem pron
вәж [ʋæˈʒ] noun (masc) tree noun
вә’б [ʋæ̰b] vpsubj proclitic 3.masc 
вә’ниф [ʋæ̰niˈf] noun (masc) forest noun
вә’јуп [ʋæ̰juˈp] noun (masc) root noun
вә’ӈ [ʋæ̰ˈŋ] noun (masc) earth noun
-вө [-ʋø] suffix big unknown
вөбоф [ʋøboˈf] noun (fem) tower noun
вөз [ʋøˈz] pp with pp
вөф [ʋøˈf] conj then conj
вөњиб [ʋøɲiˈb] num thousand num
гамас [hɑmɑˈs] noun (masc) bank noun
гес [heˈs] noun (masc) fight noun
геј [heˈj] noun (fem) road noun
ге’буп [hḛbuˈp] num seven num
гидаґ [hidɑˈɡ] noun (fem) library noun
гиф [hiˈf] noun (fem) rain noun
гиӈ [hiˈŋ] pp to_under pp
год [hoˈd] pp to_next_to pp
гот [hoˈt] noun (fem) leg noun
го’д [ho̰ˈd] pp in_next_to pp
го’жип [ho̰ʒiˈp] noun (fem) lake noun
гәп [hæˈp] noun (fem) girl noun
гә’ј [hæ̰ˈj] num three num
даник [dɑniˈk] num six num
дањ [dɑɲ] nppossessor enclitic 3.masc 
да’зү’б [dɑ̰zy̰ˈb] num eight num
дигән [dihæn] noun (fem) money noun
дит [dit] npcase enclitic LOC 
ди’п [dḭˈp] conj because conj
до’к [do̰ˈk] pron 1incl pron
Дустүњ [dustyˈɲ] prop (masc) Dustoony prop
дуњ [duˈɲ] noun (masc) leaf noun
дүн [dyˈn] noun (fem) north noun
дүчә’п [dyt͡ʃæ̰ˈp] pp MANNER pp
дүшиф [dyʃiˈf] pp COMP pp
дү’ӈ [dy̰ˈŋ] pp to_surface pp
дәз [dæˈz] noun (masc) husband noun
дөб [døˈb] noun (fem) mother noun
дөк [døˈk] adv furiously adv
дөф [døˈf] noun (fem) mouth noun
дөфуњ [døfuˈɲ] pp COMIT pp
ев [eˈʋ] verb white adj
егоб [ehoˈb] verb vomit verb
ед [eˈd] verb good adj
еж [eˈʒ] verb hold verb
ез [eˈz] verb pull verb
ек [eˈk] verb green adj
екуф [ekuˈf] verb dig verb
ем [eˈm] verb wet adj
енењ [eneˈɲ] verb chase verb
ениб [eniˈb] verb tie verb
еп [eˈp] verb know verb
еш [eˈʃ] verb many adj
ејоз [ejoˈz] verb furious adj
ејә’н [ejæ̰ˈn] verb confound verb
ењ [eˈɲ] verb some adj
еґ [eˈɡ] verb old adj (not young)
е’д [ḛˈd] verb heavy adj
е’н [ḛˈn] verb throw verb
-е’с [-ḛs] verbta suffix PAST 
е’т [ḛˈt] verb happy adj
е’јөф [ḛjøˈf] verb withhold verb
е’њ [ḛˈɲ] verb small adj
е’њод [ḛɲoˈd] verb dull adj
е’-ӈ [ḛ-ŋ] circumfix use unknown
е’ӈоф [ḛŋoˈf] verb blow verb
жаб [ʒɑˈb] noun (masc) father noun
жаж [ʒɑˈʒ] noun (masc) city noun
жа’мув [ʒɑ̰muˈʋ] noun (masc) seed noun
жа’тән [ʒɑ̰tæˈn] noun (masc) urine noun
жеш [ʒeˈʃ] pp to_in_front pp
жидаӈ [ʒidɑŋ] noun (fem) market noun
житед [ʒiteˈd] noun (fem) horn noun
жиње’ч [ʒiɲḛˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) mammal noun
жозүн [ʒozyˈn] noun (masc) sand noun
жужуд [ʒuʒud] noun (masc) school noun
жүс [ʒyˈs] pp to_across pp
жүч [ʒyˈt͡ʃ] noun (masc) friend noun
жәњаґ [ʒæɲɑˈɡ] noun (masc) binoculars noun
жөк [ʒøˈk] noun (fem) fish noun
зач [zɑt͡ʃ] nppossessor enclitic 1excl 
зикуб [zikuˈb] noun (masc) bark noun (on tree)
зон [zoˈn] adv always adv
зоњ [zoˈɲ] noun (fem) language noun
зум [zuˈm] noun (fem) daughter noun
зүґ [zyˈɡ] noun (fem) south noun
Зү’фә [zy̰fæˈ] prop (masc) Zoofa prop
зәњ [zæˈɲ] pron she pron
зә’в [zæ̰ˈʋ] pp in_under pp
иб [iˈb] verb give verb
-ив [-iʋ] suffix begin unknown
ид [iˈd] verb wide adj
иж [iˈʒ] verb bite verb
ик [iˈk] verb cold adj
и-м [i-m] circumfix have unknown
им [iˈm] verb eat verb
имун [imuˈn] verb split verb
инам [inɑˈm] verb journey verb
ис [iˈs] verb see verb
итәч [itæˈt͡ʃ] verb shape verb
иф [iˈf] verb have verb
ифињ [ifiˈɲ] verb dwell verb
ич [iˈt͡ʃ] verb bad adj
иј [iˈj] verb push verb
ињ [iˈɲ] verb left adj
ињаӈ [iɲɑˈŋ] verb scratch verb
иґ [iˈɡ] verb near adj
иӈеч [iŋeˈt͡ʃ] verb surprise verb
-и’ [-ḭ] verbvoice suffix active 
и’д [ḭˈd] verb rotten adj
и’з [ḭˈz] verb understand verb
и’н [ḭˈn] verb laugh verb
и’соґ [ḭsoˈɡ] verb swell verb
и’ш [ḭˈʃ] verb blind adj
и’шиш [ḭʃiˈʃ] verb hunt verb
и’њ [ḭˈɲ] verb wash verb
к- [k-] verbmode prefix optative 
ка [kɑˈ] noun (fem) bone noun
ка’пә’б [kɑ̰pæ̰ˈb] noun (fem) faeces noun
кез [keˈz] pron 1excl pron
ке’ [kḛ] vpnegation enclitic NEG 
ким [kiˈm] noun (masc) moon noun
китеж [kiteˈʒ] noun (masc) guts noun
коӈ [koˈŋ] pp to_near pp
куч [kuˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) wind noun
күвењ [kyʋeˈɲ] noun (fem) tiger noun
көб [køˈb] pp in_near pp
м- [m-] verbmode prefix imperative 
мабе’з [mɑbḛˈz] noun (fem) lion noun
-ме [-me] suffix new unknown
мемуз [memuˈz] noun (masc) breast noun
ме’ж [mḛˈʒ] pp to_above pp
мив [miʋ] npcase enclitic VOC 
моб [moˈb] noun (masc) people noun
Мочај [mot͡ʃɑˈj] prop (masc) Mochay prop
мүпем [mypeˈm] noun (fem) tail noun
мүтуж [mytuˈʒ] noun (masc) apple noun
мүфоњ [myfoˈɲ] noun (masc) liver noun
мән [mæˈn] noun (fem) sea noun
мәшем [mæʃeˈm] noun (fem) bottle noun
мә’к [mæ̰ˈk] conj or conj
мөвуз [møʋuˈz] noun (fem) medicine noun
мөч [møˈt͡ʃ] noun (masc) idea noun
мөґ [møˈɡ] pp in_surface pp
на’бок [nɑ̰boˈk] noun (fem) bosom noun (body part)
не’ґуд [nḛɡuˈd] noun (masc) cloud noun
ниж [niˈʒ] num two num
ни’м [nḭm] vpsubj proclitic 1excl 
но’њәњ [no̰ɲæˈɲ] pp INSTR pp
нуз [nuˈz] pp to pp
нуп [nuˈp] noun (masc) Nup noun (language)
нучү’ј [nut͡ʃy̰ˈj] noun (masc) neighbour noun
нүм [nyˈm] pp from_surface pp
нәд [næˈd] pp in_across pp
нәс [næˈs] noun (fem) fire noun
нә’ј [næ̰ˈj] noun (fem) skin noun
овив [oʋiˈʋ] verb colourless adj
од [oˈd] verb buy verb
одес [odeˈs] verb create verb
одәв [odæˈʋ] verb grind verb
ож [oˈʒ] verb black adj
ок [oˈk] verb come verb
омињ [omiˈɲ] verb straight adj
омөј [omøˈj] verb sew verb
ос [oˈs] verb smell verb
о-ч [o-t͡ʃ] circumfix see unknown
оч [oˈt͡ʃ] verb thin adj
ој [oˈj] verb die verb
ојөч [ojøˈt͡ʃ] verb purpose verb
оњ [oˈɲ] verb do verb
оґ [oˈɡ] verb run verb
оӈ [oˈŋ] verb correct adj
о’бо’ӈ [o̰bo̰ˈŋ] verb flow verb
о’жеш [o̰ʒeˈʃ] verb perfect adj
о’жи’ј [o̰ʒḭˈj] verb hate verb
о’мәж [o̰mæˈʒ] verb narrow adj
-о’н [-o̰n] suffix stop unknown
о’н [o̰ˈn] verb play verb
о’пиґ [o̰piˈɡ] verb freeze verb
о’ф [o̰ˈf] verb think verb
о’ч [o̰ˈt͡ʃ] verb tell verb
па [pɑˈ] pp in_inside pp
пабән [pɑbæˈn] noun (fem) salt noun
пад [pɑˈd] noun (masc) manner noun
пак [pɑˈk] pp to_inside pp
питут [pituˈt] noun (masc) rope noun
пож [poˈʒ] noun (fem) west noun
посеш [poseˈʃ] noun (fem) wild boar noun
по’н [po̰ˈn] noun (fem) tooth noun
пуз [puz] npcase enclitic PART 
пүн [pyˈn] noun (fem) bird noun
пү’бәґ [py̰bæˈɡ] noun (fem) fat noun
пәкут [pækuˈt] noun (masc) plain noun
саб [sɑˈb] noun (masc) boy noun
сас [sɑˈs] pp in_right pp
са’с [sɑ̰ˈs] pp from_around pp
сетәӈ [setæˈŋ] noun (fem) mouse noun
сешәӈ [seʃæŋ] noun (masc) teacher noun
се’к [sḛˈk] num ten num
симо’м [simo̰ˈm] noun (fem) ice noun
сич [siˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) dog noun
сошуб [soʃuˈb] noun (fem) anus noun
суб [suˈb] noun (fem) east noun
сукөј [sukøˈj] noun (fem) restaurant noun
сус [suˈs] noun (fem) year noun
сүсәј [sysæˈj] noun (masc) hunter noun
сү’з [sy̰ˈz] noun (fem) sound noun
сү’фињ [sy̰fiˈɲ] noun (fem) slime noun
сәм [sæˈm] noun (masc) sky noun
сәњ [sæɲ] npcase enclitic ALL 
сә’пәј [sæ̰pæˈj] noun (masc) umbrella noun
сөј [søˈj] noun (fem) egg noun
таш [tɑˈʃ] pp from_behind pp
та’күґ [tɑ̰kyˈɡ] noun (fem) embrace noun
Та’пам [tɑ̰pɑˈm] prop (fem) Tapam prop
та’њеґ [tɑ̰ɲeˈɡ] noun (fem) brick noun
тед [teˈd] noun (fem) ear noun
тиј [tiˈj] num one num
тиӈоз [tiŋoˈz] noun (masc) mortar noun
ти’би [tḭbiˈ] noun (masc) net noun
томүн [tomyˈn] noun (fem) student noun
топ [toˈp] noun (fem) land noun
то’в [to̰ˈʋ] pp to_around pp
то’ӈ [to̰ˈŋ] noun (fem) bed noun
тут [tuˈt] noun (fem) table noun
уб [uˈb] verb drink verb
увоч [uʋoˈt͡ʃ] verb spit verb
уж [uˈʒ] verb call verb
уз [uˈz] verb new adj
узет [uzeˈt] verb cease verb
ук [uˈk] verb round adj
1. ум [uˈm] verb breathe verb
2. ум [uˈm] verb swim verb
ун [uˈn] verb walk verb
унос [unoˈs] verb copy verb
уп [uˈp] verb red adj
уч [uˈt͡ʃ] verb big adj
уш [uˈʃ] verb fight verb
уј [uˈj] verb kill verb
уја’с [ujɑ̰ˈs] verb evolve verb
-уґ [-uɡ] suffix continue unknown
уґ [uˈɡ] verb sing verb
фаж [fɑʒ] vpnegation enclitic POS 
фат [fɑˈt] pp in pp
фањ [fɑɲ] npcase enclitic INS 
фаґ [fɑˈɡ] pp from_right pp
федуб [feduˈb] noun (fem) lamb noun
фежив [feʒiˈʋ] noun (fem) snake noun
фефөб [feføˈb] noun (fem) court noun
-фи [-fi] suffix little unknown
фикөк [fikøˈk] noun (masc) breath noun
фиӈач [fiŋɑˈt͡ʃ] conj thus conj
фотәш [fotæˈʃ] noun (fem) feather noun
фуј [fuˈj] pp from_next_to pp
фүбәӈ [fybæˈŋ] pp PURP pp
фү’нас [fy̰nɑˈs] noun (masc) vagina noun
фү’ш [fy̰ˈʃ] noun (fem) woman noun
фәӈ [fæˈŋ] noun (masc) speech noun
фөчос [føt͡ʃoˈs] noun (fem) smoke noun
фөӈ [føˈŋ] noun (masc) child noun (young human)
-ч [-t͡ʃ] detgender suffix fem 
чаґ [t͡ʃɑˈɡ] pp from_left pp
чесөј [t͡ʃesøˈj] noun (masc) religion noun
чив [t͡ʃiˈʋ] pron 2 pron
чич [t͡ʃiˈt͡ʃ] pp to_right pp
чиӈ [t͡ʃiˈŋ] noun (fem) back noun (body part)
чи’м [t͡ʃḭˈm] pp from_under pp
чүж [t͡ʃyˈʒ] noun (fem) colour noun
чүјуч [t͡ʃyjuˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) cheese noun
чүњаґ [t͡ʃyɲɑˈɡ] noun (fem) knee noun
чүӈ [t͡ʃyŋ] nppossessor enclitic 2 
чүӈет [t͡ʃyŋeˈt] noun (fem) wing noun
чү’ [t͡ʃy̰ˈ] det that det
чү’п [t͡ʃy̰ˈp] pp from_near pp
чәм [t͡ʃæˈm] noun (masc) star noun
чә’с [t͡ʃæ̰ˈs] noun (fem) animal noun
чөс [t͡ʃøˈs] conj and conj
шапињ [ʃɑpiˈɲ] noun (masc) grass noun
шач [ʃɑˈt͡ʃ] noun (masc) stone noun
шеп [ʃeˈp] noun (fem) hand noun
шефөњ [ʃeføˈɲ] noun (fem) worm noun
ше’диґ [ʃḛdiˈɡ] noun (masc) machine noun
шигош [ʃihoʃ] noun (fem) book noun
шиз [ʃiˈz] num four num
шиним [ʃiniˈm] num nine num
шиф [ʃiˈf] pp in_behind pp
шод [ʃoˈd] noun (masc) son noun
шус [ʃuˈs] noun (fem) cat noun
-шү [-ʃy] suffix good unknown
шү [ʃyˈ] det yon det
шүн [ʃyˈn] noun (fem) chair noun
шүф [ʃyˈf] noun (masc) top noun
шүфав [ʃyfɑˈʋ] noun (fem) box noun
шәјој [ʃæjoˈj] noun (fem) jaguar noun
шә’ [ʃæ̰ˈ] det this det
шөч [ʃøˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) day noun
шөњ [ʃøˈɲ] noun (fem) house noun
ј- [j-] verbmode prefix conditional 
јан [jɑˈn] noun (fem) time noun
јаш [jɑˈʃ] noun (fem) foot noun
јајүз [jɑjyˈz] adv thoroughly adv
јеп [jep] npcase enclitic NOM 
јењиӈ [jeɲiˈŋ] noun (masc) stick noun
јоњ [joˈɲ] noun (fem) meat noun
јоњеј [joɲeˈj] noun (masc) flower noun
јоґ [joˈɡ] pp from_inside pp
јүњ [jyˈɲ] pron 3.masc pron
јәв [jæʋ] vpsubj proclitic 3.fem 
јәвүк [jæʋyˈk] noun (masc) penis noun
јәдүј [jædyˈj] noun (masc) ash noun
јө [jøˈ] noun (masc) man noun
јөв [jøˈʋ] pp in_above pp
јөд [jøˈd] pp from pp
њет [ɲeˈt] pp from_outside pp
њеш [ɲeˈʃ] noun (fem) inside noun
ње’ч [ɲḛˈt͡ʃ] noun (masc) surface noun
Њисүњ [ɲisyˈɲ] prop (masc) God prop
њитањ [ɲitɑˈɲ] noun (fem) dust noun
њиӈ [ɲiŋ] vpsubj proclitic 1incl 
њок [ɲok] npcase enclitic DAT 
њәӈо’ч [ɲæŋo̰ˈt͡ʃ] noun (fem) neck noun
њә’в [ɲæ̰ˈʋ] pp to_behind pp
њә’мә’в [ɲæ̰mæ̰ˈʋ] noun (masc) dialect noun
њө [ɲøˈ] noun (fem) hair noun
Ґазоч [ɡɑzoˈt͡ʃ] prop (masc) Gazoch prop
ґа’д [ɡɑ̰ˈd] adv often adv
ґеб [ɡeˈb] pp from_above pp
ґе’ [ɡḛ] nppossessor enclitic 3.fem 
ґе’п [ɡḛˈp] noun (fem) night noun
ґиз [ɡiˈz] noun (masc) water noun
ґом [ɡoˈm] pp in_in_front pp
ґо’фүм [ɡo̰fyˈm] noun (masc) belly noun
ґуви’б [ɡuʋḭˈb] noun (masc) farmer noun
ґун [ɡuˈn] noun (masc) name noun
ґуґүш [ɡuɡyˈʃ] noun (masc) wheat noun
ґүжеӈ [ɡyʒeˈŋ] noun (fem) snow noun
ґү’т [ɡy̰ˈt] noun (masc) sun noun
ґү’ш [ɡy̰ˈʃ] pp in_around pp
ґәӈәз [ɡæŋæˈz] noun (fem) louse noun
ґөз [ɡøˈz] pp in_left pp
Ґөзав [ɡøzɑˈʋ] prop (fem) Goezav prop
үв [yˈʋ] verb sleep verb
үг [yˈh] verb large adj
үм [yˈm] verb single adj
үп [yˈp] verb short adj
-үс [-ys] suffix start unknown
үч [yˈt͡ʃ] verb long adj
үњөс [yɲøˈs] verb wipe verb
үґ [yˈɡ] verb fall verb
үґәґ [yɡæˈɡ] verb spend_time verb
үӈ [yˈŋ] verb whole adj
ү’ж [y̰ˈʒ] verb little adj
ү’н [y̰ˈn] verb yellow adj
ү’с [y̰ˈs] verb sharp adj
ү’т [y̰ˈt] verb live verb
-ү’ґ [-y̰ɡ] verbta suffix PRES 
ӈаб [ŋɑˈb] noun (fem) wife noun
ӈат [ŋɑˈt] noun (masc) human being noun
ӈа’к [ŋɑ̰ˈk] pp from_across pp
ӈеше’с [ŋeʃḛˈs] noun (masc) river noun
ӈин [ŋiˈn] num five num
ӈод [ŋoˈd] noun (fem) head noun
ӈоґ [ŋoˈɡ] noun (fem) eye noun
ӈуј [ŋuj] vpsubj proclitic 2 
әб [æˈb] verb break verb
әбәм [æbæˈm] verb suck verb
әд [æˈd] verb different adj
әк [æˈk] verb other adj
әп [æˈp] verb fly verb
әс [æˈs] verb fear verb
әф [æˈf] verb dry adj
ә-ч [æ-t͡ʃ] circumfix make unknown
әч [æˈt͡ʃ] verb catch verb
әшуф [æʃuˈf] verb scatter verb
ә-ј [æ-j] circumfix break unknown
әј [æˈj] verb want verb
-ә’д [-æ̰d] verbvoice suffix passive 
ә’кеґ [æ̰keˈɡ] verb arise verb
ә’м [æ̰ˈm] verb dirty adj
ә’п [æ̰ˈp] verb say verb
ә’с [æ̰ˈs] verb warm adj
ә’ј [æ̰ˈj] verb hit verb
ә’ӈ [æ̰ˈŋ] verb speak verb
өб [øˈb] verb find verb
өбаж [øbɑˈʒ] verb float verb
өвү’г [øʋy̰ˈh] verb resemble verb
өд [øˈd] verb lie verb
өжөз [øʒøˈz] verb thick adj
өп [øˈp] verb right adj
өс [øˈs] verb far adj
өш [øˈʃ] verb count verb
өшаж [øʃɑˈʒ] verb smooth adj
өњак [øɲɑˈk] verb kiss verb
өґ [øˈɡ] verb build verb
өӈоњ [øŋoˈɲ] verb stab verb
