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[bookmark: _Toc0]Grammar
[bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc2]Scope and Purpose
This grammar provides a systematic description of the Otama language (the 551st one produced by the Language Creator), outlining its sound system, word formation and syntactic structure, with the aim of presenting a coherent account of the language as an integrated whole. Attention has been paid to both regular patterns and minor irregularities, as these together define the internal balance of the language.
The grammar is accompanied by a bilingual dictionary and a collection of illustrative texts, offering material for further study and comparison. The examples have been selected to demonstrate typical constructions and to give a sense of the language in extended use. The description is intended as a reference work for linguists and language enthusiasts alike, and as a foundation for any future research, teaching or creative adaptation of Otama.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Typological Profile
It has a complete absence of fricative consonants and postpositions.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Phonology
[bookmark: _Toc5]Phoneme Inventory
[bookmark: _Toc6]Consonants
Otama has 19 consonant phonemes, a size that falls within a broadly average range.
It has a complete absence of fricative consonants, a notable dental–alveolar contrast across several manners and a complete absence of palatal consonants, something which is a rare occurrence indeed,.
The table below presents the full inventory of consonant phonemes in Otama. The chart lists all places and manners of articulation attested in the language.
	
	labial
	alveolar
	postalveolar
	lateral
	velar
	uvular
	glottal

	stop
	p b
	d t
	
	
	k ɡ
	q
	ʔ

	nasal
	m
	n
	
	
	ŋ
	
	

	trill/tap/flap
	
	r
	
	
	
	
	

	fricative
	
	s
	ʃ
	
	
	
	h

	approximant
	ʋ
	
	
	l
	
	
	

	affricate
	
	
	t͡ʃ
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc7]Vowels
Otama has 9 vowel qualities, forming a relatively large inventory. The system distinguishes several vowel categories, as indicated in the chart, offering a wide range of vocalic contrasts.
It has a strongly reduced vowel system in unstressed syllables, a modest but genuine inventory of nasal vowels and front rounded vowels (these are cross-linguistically relatively uncommon, but occur in a number of well-known languages, including French, German, Turkish and Mandarin).
The table below presents the full inventory of vowel phonemes in Otama. The system comprises the distinct vowel qualities listed in the chart.
	
	front unrounded
	front rounded
	central
	back

	close
	i
	y
	
	u

	mid
	e
	ø
	ə̃ ə
	o

	open
	
	
	a
	


[bookmark: _Toc8]Stress and Tones
Otama has neither phonemic stress nor lexical tone. Prosodic prominence and pitch variation are determined by pragmatic and discourse factors rather than by lexical contrasts.
[bookmark: _Toc9]Phonological Processes
[bookmark: _Toc10]Vowel Harmony
The language employs vowel harmony. To be specific, the following vowels change to match the first vowel of the root: /u/ becomes /y/, /o/ becomes /ø/.
[bookmark: _Toc11]Writing System
[bookmark: _Toc12]Introduction
Otama is normally written using the Latin alphabet, whose familiarity makes it straightforward for most readers. For clarity and precision, phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) are also provided throughout this grammar.
[bookmark: _Toc13]Orthography
Here are the various components of the orthography:
Simple letters
	a /a/
	b /b/
	d /d/
	e /ə/

	g /ɡ/
	h /h/
	i /i/
	k /k/

	l /l/
	m /m/
	n /n/
	o /o/

	p /p/
	q /q/
	r /r/
	s /s/

	t /t/
	u /u/
	w /ʋ/
	y /y/

	é /e/
	ö /ø/
	ẽ /ə̃/
	


Multi-letter combinations such as digraphs
	ch /t͡ʃ/
	ng /ŋ/
	sh /ʃ/

	’ /ʔ/
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc14]Word Classes and Morphology
[bookmark: _Toc15]Number and Gender
[bookmark: _Toc16]Number
Otama does not have grammatical number.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Gender
Otama has the following genders:
Gender masc – for instance: abekenge ‘stick’, alekete ‘market’, amepeme ‘anus’, aqere’e ‘faeces’, aresheshe ‘knee’, iche ‘leg’, icheqenge ‘louse’, ilegehe ‘binoculars’, obe ‘animal’, ome ‘north’, omelede ‘apple’, osheseme ‘fat’, ube ‘tree’, ulekese ‘cheese’, ébe ‘meat’, émeqese ‘guts’, öre ‘father’, ẽbegeke ‘wild boar’, ẽngegenge ‘urine’, ẽrelese ‘vagina’.
Gender fem – for instance: ache ‘day’, ape ‘wind’, aqe ‘girl’, ẽdechele ‘teacher’, igede ‘speech’, ipe ‘mother’, ishechepe ‘lake’, ode ‘fruit’, ope ‘city’, oqe ‘daughter’, oqesese ‘sand’, oshe ‘sky’, o’e ‘leaf’, uletenge ‘embrace’, yqe ‘woman’, y’e ‘fire’, éle ‘year’, érebe ‘idea’, ẽchengeke ‘box’, ẽde ‘water’.
[bookmark: _Toc18]The Nominal Phrase
Nominal phrases in Otama can be exemplified by the following example:
Hyqe tedechi haqeme chi qedu loshe’eqe pukeqe da kedetẽ luche.	(1)
[hyqə tədət͡ʃi haqəmə t͡ʃi qədu loʃəʔəqə pukəqə da kədətə̃ lut͡ʃə]
	h-
	yqə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	aqəmə
	t͡ʃi
	qədu
	l-

	sing
	woman
	fem
	the
	sing
	knife
	the
	COMIT
	plur


 
	oʃəʔəqə
	puk
	-əqə
	d-
	a
	kədə-
	tə̃
	l-
	ut͡ʃə

	mouse
	blind
	masc
	masc
	three
	plur
	yon
	PAST
	catch


“The woman with the knife caught those three blind mice.”
In the following, we shall look at the various components in more details.
There are no clitics in the nominal phrase.
[bookmark: _Toc19]The Noun
The noun in Otama consists of first, an optional prefix expressing case, comprising ke- /kə-/ ‘GEN’, re- /rə-/ ‘DAT’, ge- /ɡə-/ ‘INS’, me- /mə-/ ‘VOC’, te- /tə-/ ‘ALL’, be- /bə-/ ‘LOC’, pe- /pə-/ ‘ABL’ and ne- /nə-/ ‘PART’; second, an optional prefix expressing possessor, comprising se- /sə-/ ‘1incl.sing’, qe- /qə-/ ‘1excl.sing’, che- /t͡ʃə-/ ‘2.sing’, we- /ʋə-/ ‘3.sing.masc’, she- /ʃə-/ ‘3.sing.fem’, le- /lə-/ ‘1incl.plur’, ’e- /ʔə-/ ‘1excl.plur’, de- /də-/ ‘2.plur’, he- /hə-/ ‘3.plur.masc’ and bele- /bələ-/ ‘3.plur.fem’; third, an obligatory prefix expressing number, comprising h- /h-/ ‘sing’ and l- /l-/ ‘plur’; and finally, fourth, the root.
The noun displays the following derivational morphology: 20 circumfixes, namely ebek-e /əbək-ə/ ‘little’, etel-e /ətəl-ə/ ‘big’, ekesh-e /əkəʃ-ə/ ‘old’, edet-e /ədət-ə/ ‘new’, ehe’-e /əhəʔ-ə/ ‘good’, eger-e /əɡər-ə/ ‘bad’, esheg-e /əʃəɡ-ə/ ‘have’, elel-e /ələl-ə/ ‘use’, eqer-e /əqər-ə/ ‘see’, eqek-e /əqək-ə/ ‘make’, eshep-e /əʃəp-ə/ ‘break’, emer-e /əmər-ə/ ‘eat’, ehesh-e /əhəʃ-ə/ ‘drink’, ewes-e /əʋəs-ə/ ‘wear’, ehew-e /əhəʋ-ə/ ‘own’, elesh-e /ələʃ-ə/ ‘contain’, ebes-e /əbəs-ə/ ‘hold’, eber-e /əbər-ə/ ‘lack’, eme’-e /əməʔ-ə/ ‘touch’ and eqech-e /əqət͡ʃ-ə/ ‘carry’
[bookmark: _Toc20]The Adjective
In Otama, the adjective has the following structure: the root followed by an obligatory suffix expressing gender, comprising -eqe /-əqə/ ‘masc’ and -ene /-ənə/ ‘fem’.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Numerals
The morphology of the numerals is as follows: an obligatory prefix expressing gender, comprising d- /d-/ ‘masc’ and h- /h-/ ‘fem’ followed by the root.
[bookmark: _Toc22]Determiners
In Otama, the determiner has the following structure: first, an optional prefix expressing number, comprising kede- /kədə-/ ‘plur’; second, an optional prefix expressing gender, comprising tede- /tədə-/ ‘fem’; and finally, third, the root.
[bookmark: _Toc23]Pronouns
The pronoun in Otama stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
In Otama, subject pronouns (but not object pronouns ones) are dropped unless they are stressed. Here is an example where neither of the pronouns are stressed:
Ly kénge.	(2)
[ly keŋə]
	ly
	k-
	eŋə

	3.sing.fem
	PRES
	love


“He (the boy) loves her (the girl).”
But here, the word corresponding to he (i.e., the subject) is stressed:
Na ly kénge.	(3)
[na ly keŋə]
	na
	ly
	k-
	eŋə

	3.sing.masc
	3.sing.fem
	PRES
	love


“He loves her.”
[bookmark: _Toc24]Proper Nouns
HUqememe chi hIqelese tedechi kiteshele.	(4)
[huqəməmə t͡ʃi hiqələsə tədət͡ʃi kitəʃələ]
	h-
	uqəməmə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	iqələsə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	k-
	itəʃələ

	sing
	Uqamama
	the
	sing
	Iqalasa
	fem
	the
	PRES
	hate


“Uqamama hates Iqalasa.”
[bookmark: _Toc25]Possession
wehomelede chi kehuke chi	(5)
[ʋəhomələdə t͡ʃi kəhukə t͡ʃi]
	ʋə-
	h-
	omələdə
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	h-
	ukə
	t͡ʃi

	3.sing.masc.POSS
	sing
	apple
	the
	GEN
	sing
	boy
	the


“the boy’s apple”
wehomelede chi na	(6)
[ʋəhomələdə t͡ʃi na]
	ʋə-
	h-
	omələdə
	t͡ʃi
	na

	3.sing.masc.POSS
	sing
	apple
	the
	3.sing.masc


“his (the boy’s) apple”
qehomelede chi	(7)
[qəhomələdə t͡ʃi]
	qə-
	h-
	omələdə
	t͡ʃi

	1excl.sing.POSS
	sing
	apple
	the


“my apple”
Wehoqe tedechi kehöleke’e chi shehile chi kechehaselere tedechi lögelege.	(8)
[ʋəhoqə tədət͡ʃi kəhøləkəʔə t͡ʃi ʃəhilə t͡ʃi kət͡ʃəhasələrə tədət͡ʃi løɡələɡə]
	ʋə-
	h-
	oqə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	h-
	øləkəʔə
	t͡ʃi

	3.sing.masc.POSS
	sing
	daughter
	fem
	the
	GEN
	sing
	hunter
	the


 
	ʃə-
	h-
	ilə
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	t͡ʃə-
	h-
	asələrə
	tədə-

	3.sing.fem.POSS
	sing
	son
	the
	GEN
	2.sing.POSS
	sing
	neighbour
	fem


 
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	øɡələɡə

	the
	PAST
	kiss


“The hunter’s daughter kissed your neighbour’s son.”
[bookmark: _Toc26]Derivation

hidepeshe	(9)
[hidəpəʃə]
	h-
	idəpəʃə

	sing
	lamb


“a lamb”
hebekidepeshee	(10)
[həbəkidəpəʃəə]
	h-
	əbək-
	idəpəʃə
	-ə

	sing
	little₁
	lamb
	little₂


“a little lamb”
Leshegebekidepesheee.	(11)
[ləʃəɡəbəkidəpəʃəəə]
	l-
	əʃəɡ-
	əbək-
	idəpəʃə
	-ə
	-ə

	PAST
	have₁
	little₁
	lamb
	little₂
	have₂


“She had a little lamb.”
Lecheqeshegebekidepesheeee.	(12)
[lət͡ʃəqəʃəɡəbəkidəpəʃəəəə]
	l-
	ət͡ʃəq-
	əʃəɡ-
	əbək-
	idəpəʃə
	-ə
	-ə
	-ə

	PAST
	want₁
	have₁
	little₁
	lamb
	little₂
	have₂
	want₂


“She wanted to have a little lamb.”
Hebekidepeshee be’elake lẽche ’o.	(13)
[həbəkidəpəʃəə bəʔəlakə lə̃t͡ʃə ʔo]
	h-
	əbək-
	idəpəʃə
	-ə
	bəʔə-
	l-
	akə
	l-
	ə̃t͡ʃə

	sing
	little₁
	lamb
	little₂
	COMP
	PAST
	have
	PAST
	want


 
	ʔo

	often


“She often wanted to have a little lamb.”
[bookmark: _Toc27]Compounding
[bookmark: _Toc28]Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc29]Inflectional Categories
There are no clitics in the verbal phrase.
In addition, the verb is structured like this: first, an optional prefix expressing comp, comprising be’e- /bəʔə-/ ‘COMP’; second, an optional prefix expressing question, comprising gede- /ɡədə-/ ‘Q’; third, an optional prefix expressing negation, comprising beche- /bət͡ʃə-/ ‘NEG’; fourth, an optional prefix expressing voice, comprising sheche- /ʃət͡ʃə-/ ‘passive’; fifth, an optional prefix expressing mode, comprising hewe- /həʋə-/ ‘imperative’, ’eke- /ʔəkə-/ ‘conditional’ and heke- /həkə-/ ‘optative’; sixth, an obligatory prefix expressing ta, comprising k- /k-/ ‘PRES’ and l- /l-/ ‘PAST’; and finally, seventh, the root.
The verb displays the following derivational morphology: 12 circumfixes, namely echeh-e /ət͡ʃəh-ə/ ‘begin’, esesh-e /əsəʃ-ə/ ‘stop’, etem-e /ətəm-ə/ ‘continue’, edeb-e /ədəb-ə/ ‘try’, epesh-e /əpəʃ-ə/ ‘start’, echeq-e /ət͡ʃəq-ə/ ‘want’, e’ed-e /əʔəd-ə/ ‘can’, ener-e /ənər-ə/ ‘finish’, emek-e /əmək-ə/ ‘need’, eget-e /əɡət-ə/ ‘decide’, eseh-e /əsəh-ə/ ‘fail’ and esheb-e /əʃəb-ə/ ‘hope’
Ny kénge.	(14)
[ny keŋə]
	ny
	k-
	eŋə

	2.sing
	PRES
	love


“I love you.”
[bookmark: _Toc30]Adverbs Minor Classes
[bookmark: _Toc31]Adpositions
There is one type of clitic in the adpositional phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing root.
hö’e höweme tedechi sho	(15)
[høʔə høʋəmə tədət͡ʃi ʃo]
	h-
	øʔə
	h-
	øʋəmə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	ʃo

	sing
	surface
	sing
	table
	fem
	the
	in


“on the table”
hise hẽchengeke tedechi bö	(16)
[hisə hə̃t͡ʃəŋəkə tədət͡ʃi bø]
	h-
	isə
	h-
	ə̃t͡ʃəŋəkə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	bø

	sing
	inside
	sing
	box
	fem
	the
	to


“into the box”
do qedu	(17)
[do qədu]
	do
	qədu

	1excl.sing
	COMIT


“with me”
[bookmark: _Toc32]Syntax
[bookmark: _Toc33]Basic Clause Structure
[bookmark: _Toc34]Constituent Order
Constituent order describes the typical arrangement of the subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) in simple declarative clauses. It is a fundamental parameter in grammatical description and forms one of the clearest ways of characterising the overall structure of a language’s clause system.
Otama has basic Subject–Object–Verb (SOV) word order. The subject precedes the object, and the verb appears at the end of the clause. This is one of the most frequent patterns cross-linguistically.
The following examples illustrate the basic, unmarked, constituent order in Otama.
Hagechege chi höleke’e chi löte.	(18)
[haɡət͡ʃəɡə t͡ʃi høləkəʔə t͡ʃi løtə]
	h-
	aɡət͡ʃəɡə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	øləkəʔə
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	øtə

	sing
	jaguar
	the
	sing
	hunter
	the
	PAST
	kill


“The jaguar killed the hunter.”
Héngelene chi shehi’e chi kewehoqe tedechi kehöleke’e chi lype.	(19)
[heŋələnə t͡ʃi ʃəhiʔə t͡ʃi kəʋəhoqə tədət͡ʃi kəhøləkəʔə t͡ʃi lypə]
	h-
	eŋələnə
	t͡ʃi
	ʃə-
	h-
	iʔə
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	ʋə-

	sing
	lion
	the
	3.sing.fem.POSS
	sing
	dog
	the
	GEN
	3.sing.masc.POSS


 
	h-
	oqə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	h-
	øləkəʔə
	t͡ʃi
	l-

	sing
	daughter
	fem
	the
	GEN
	sing
	hunter
	the
	PAST


 
	ypə

	eat


“The lion ate the hunter’s daughter’s dog.”
The language has a fixed constituent order, and major phrases normally appear in a predictable position in the clause. Movement for discourse reasons is highly restricted: topics and foci are expressed not by rearranging elements, but through dedicated constructions such as clefts, focus clauses or topic–comment frames. Constituents remain continuous, and both the relative order of phrases and the internal structure of each phrase are stable. As a result, significant deviations from the basic word order are ungrammatical, and discourse structure is managed through these specialised constructions rather than through word-order variation.
[bookmark: _Toc35]Noun Phrases
[bookmark: _Toc36]Structure and Order
The internal structure of noun phrases in Otama reveals typologically significant preferences in the ordering of nominal constituents. This includes the position of adjectives, numerals, and possessors relative to the noun, each of which can offer clues to the overall headedness of the language.
Possessive constructions are head-initial: the possessed noun precedes the possessor. For instance, Otama expresses “the child’s toy” with the equivalent of “toy child”. This structure is typologically rarer and often co-occurs with verb-initial syntax or with grammatical marking on the noun.
shehẽbeke tedechi kewehöse tedechi kechehile chi	(20)
[ʃəhə̃bəkə tədət͡ʃi kəʋəhøsə tədət͡ʃi kət͡ʃəhilə t͡ʃi]
	ʃə-
	h-
	ə̃bəkə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	ʋə-
	h-
	øsə

	3.sing.fem.POSS
	sing
	book
	fem
	the
	GEN
	3.sing.masc.POSS
	sing
	friend


 
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	kə-
	t͡ʃə-
	h-
	ilə
	t͡ʃi

	fem
	the
	GEN
	2.sing.POSS
	sing
	son
	the


“your son’s friend’s book”
[bookmark: _Toc37]Case Marking
Otama does not use case marking to distinguish the core participants of the clause. There is therefore no regular nominative, accusative, ergative, active or stative marking on subjects and objects. Instead, the roles of the participants are identified by other means, cf. the examples below.
Höme chi kẽse.	(21)
[hømə t͡ʃi kə̃sə]
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	k-
	ə̃sə

	sing
	cat
	the
	PRES
	sleep


“The cat is sleeping.”
Höme chi kuwe.	(22)
[hømə t͡ʃi kuʋə]
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	k-
	uʋə

	sing
	cat
	the
	PRES
	run


“The cat is running.”
Höme chi hoshe’eqe chi kédekeche.	(23)
[hømə t͡ʃi hoʃəʔəqə t͡ʃi kedəkət͡ʃə]
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	oʃəʔəqə
	t͡ʃi
	k-
	edəkət͡ʃə

	sing
	cat
	the
	sing
	mouse
	the
	PRES
	chase


“The cat is chasing the mouse.”
Höme chi hoshe’eqe chi luche.	(24)
[hømə t͡ʃi hoʃəʔəqə t͡ʃi lut͡ʃə]
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	oʃəʔəqə
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	ut͡ʃə

	sing
	cat
	the
	sing
	mouse
	the
	PAST
	catch


“The cat caught the mouse.”
[bookmark: _Toc38]Conjunctions
Here is an example of a conjunction.
Höleke’e chi lagechege kedechi wa longeqese kedechi wa léngelene kedechi löte.	(25)
[høləkəʔə t͡ʃi laɡət͡ʃəɡə kədət͡ʃi ʋa loŋəqəsə kədət͡ʃi ʋa leŋələnə kədət͡ʃi løtə]
	h-
	øləkəʔə
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	aɡət͡ʃəɡə
	kədə-
	t͡ʃi
	ʋa
	l-

	sing
	hunter
	the
	plur
	jaguar
	plur
	the
	and
	plur


 
	oŋəqəsə
	kədə-
	t͡ʃi
	ʋa
	l-
	eŋələnə
	kədə-
	t͡ʃi
	l-

	tiger
	plur
	the
	and
	plur
	lion
	plur
	the
	PAST


 
	øtə

	kill


“The hunter killed the jaguars, the tigers and the lions.”
[bookmark: _Toc39]Modifiers and Determiners
The ordering of demonstratives, articles (if present), and other modifiers in Otama provides further insight into the structure of the noun phrase. These elements frequently exhibit fixed positions and may reveal whether the language favours head-initial or head-final patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc40]Complex Sentences
[bookmark: _Toc41]Relative Clauses
Otama forms relative clauses by placing the relative clause after the noun it modifies. The clause follows the internal word order of ordinary finite clauses. A dedicated relativising marker introduces the clause and identifies the relationship between the head noun and its role inside the relative clause.
To illustrate how relative clauses work, let us begin with a simple sentence:
Höme chi löshereqe.	(26)
[hømə t͡ʃi løʃərəqə]
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	øʃərəqə

	sing
	cat
	the
	PAST
	pat


“I patted the cat.”
We can now add a relative clause modifying the noun:
Löshereqe höme chi, ké luche hoshe’eqe chi.	(27)
[løʃərəqə hømə t͡ʃi, ke lut͡ʃə hoʃəʔəqə t͡ʃi]
	l-
	øʃərəqə
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	ke
	l-
	ut͡ʃə
	h-

	PAST
	pat
	sing
	cat
	the
	RELPRON
	PAST
	catch
	sing


 
	oʃəʔəqə
	t͡ʃi

	mouse
	the


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse.”
Relative clauses may themselves contain other relative clauses:
Löshereqe höme chi, ké luche hoshe’eqe chi, ké lype hulekese chi.	(28)
[løʃərəqə hømə t͡ʃi, ke lut͡ʃə hoʃəʔəqə t͡ʃi, ke lypə huləkəsə t͡ʃi]
	l-
	øʃərəqə
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	ke
	l-
	ut͡ʃə
	h-

	PAST
	pat
	sing
	cat
	the
	RELPRON
	PAST
	catch
	sing


 
	oʃəʔəqə
	t͡ʃi
	ke
	l-
	ypə
	h-
	uləkəsə
	t͡ʃi

	mouse
	the
	RELPRON
	PAST
	eat
	sing
	cheese
	the


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese.”
Finally, here is an example containing several layers of embedding:
Löshereqe höme chi, ké luche hoshe’eqe chi, ké lype hulekese chi, ké léte do.	(29)
[løʃərəqə hømə t͡ʃi, ke lut͡ʃə hoʃəʔəqə t͡ʃi, ke lypə huləkəsə t͡ʃi, ke letə do]
	l-
	øʃərəqə
	h-
	ømə
	t͡ʃi
	ke
	l-
	ut͡ʃə
	h-

	PAST
	pat
	sing
	cat
	the
	RELPRON
	PAST
	catch
	sing


 
	oʃəʔəqə
	t͡ʃi
	ke
	l-
	ypə
	h-
	uləkəsə
	t͡ʃi
	ke

	mouse
	the
	RELPRON
	PAST
	eat
	sing
	cheese
	the
	RELPRON


 
	l-
	etə
	do

	PAST
	buy
	1excl.sing


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese that I bought.”
[bookmark: _Toc42]Complementation Strategies
Otama marks complement clauses with subordinating verbal morphology. The embedded verb is fully finite and carries a subordinating suffix that identifies the clause as a complement. No structural changes occur within the clause apart from this verbal marking.
The following example illustrate how complement clauses function:
Huke chi haqe tedechi homelede be’elöne hẽdechele tedechi lémesege.	(30)
[hukə t͡ʃi haqə tədət͡ʃi homələdə bəʔəlønə hə̃dət͡ʃələ tədət͡ʃi leməsəɡə]
	h-
	ukə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	aqə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	omələdə

	sing
	boy
	the
	sing
	girl
	fem
	the
	sing
	apple


 
	bəʔə-
	l-
	ønə
	h-
	ə̃dət͡ʃələ
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	l-
	eməsəɡə

	COMP
	PAST
	give
	sing
	teacher
	fem
	the
	PAST
	surprise


“It surprised the teacher that the boy had given the girl an apple.”
[bookmark: _Toc43]Quotes
Otama expresses quoted or reported speech without a dedicated quotative particle. Quotations appear as ordinary clauses, distinguished only by the surrounding syntactic context or by the use of verbs of speaking.
Here is an example of how quotations are expressed:
Huke chi haqe tedechi do ny be’ekénge lére.	(31)
[hukə t͡ʃi haqə tədət͡ʃi do ny bəʔəkeŋə lerə]
	h-
	ukə
	t͡ʃi
	h-
	aqə
	tədə-
	t͡ʃi
	do
	ny

	sing
	boy
	the
	sing
	girl
	fem
	the
	1excl.sing
	2.sing


 
	bəʔə-
	k-
	eŋə
	l-
	erə

	COMP
	PRES
	love
	PAST
	tell


“The boy told the girl that he loved her.”


[bookmark: _Toc44]Texts
[bookmark: _Toc45]The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9)
Lake lame chomene kedetedechi hö’e hiwe shakeqe chi sho höwe hi wa hasetehe hi. Liqerese mẽ hise hire chi hu, wa léne mẽ ha’enene liwene hise hume sho, gebi löchehene mẽ pa. Léwe mẽ lö be’ehewekeqeködeqelee wa lö lödeqele be’ehewekange meki. Lake mẽ hödeqele hushe lenu, wa lake mẽ hiletepe hykele’e lenu.
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
[bookmark: _Toc46]A Creation Myth
Bechekysemene lö lame nganene. Lalete’e hybe wa hone belelöwe kedetedechi mẽ. Lu’edene mẽ heluge kedetedechi keliweqe’e wa kelime. To liwepeke hoteme chi, ké kéde lehöwe tedechi, hise hasheme nachene sho. Léchegege ly shakeqe wa desébeqe hise humeqeche kabene sho. Bechelashegebe lehöwe tedechi, lakelele ly.
We are not like other people. Their languages were shaped by struggle and time. They copied the sounds of beasts and birds, and they learned to speak like that. But our language arose in a different way. It was born whole and perfect in a single breath. Our language did not evolve; it was created. 
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1excl.plur pron chẽ pron
1excl.sing pron do pron
1incl.plur pron lö pron
1incl.sing pron nu pron
2.plur pron ha pron
2.sing pron ny pron
3.plur.fem pron mẽ pron
3.plur.masc pron po pron
3.sing.fem pron ly pron
3.sing.masc pron na pron
all adj chom adj
always adv ’ö adv
and conj wa conj
animal noun obe noun (masc)
anus noun amepeme noun (masc)
appear verb échegege verb
apple noun omelede noun (masc)
arise verb iwepeke verb
ash noun uchebede noun (fem)
back noun (body part) u’e noun (masc)
1. bad adj ’an adj
2. bad unknown eger-e circumfix
bank noun imerege noun (masc)
bark noun (on tree) imebede noun (fem)
be verb éde verb
because conj pö conj
bed noun ite noun (fem)
begin unknown echeh-e circumfix
belly noun atechebe noun (masc)
1. big adj pan adj
2. big unknown etel-e circumfix
binoculars noun ilegehe noun (masc)
bird noun ime noun (masc)
bite verb une verb
black adj bit adj
blind adj puk adj
blood noun éshe noun (masc)
blow verb olehebe verb
bone noun öshe noun (masc)
book noun ẽbeke noun (fem)
bosom noun (body part) ydengeche noun (masc)
bottle noun ö’erewe noun (fem)
box noun ẽchengeke noun (fem)
boy noun uke noun (masc)
1. break verb öke verb
2. break unknown eshep-e circumfix
breast noun ungekede noun (masc)
breath noun umeqeche noun (fem)
breathe verb age verb
brick noun ödeqele noun (fem)
build verb ynge verb
burn verb ange verb
but conj to conj
buy verb éte verb
call verb ihe verb
can unknown e’ed-e circumfix
carry unknown eqech-e circumfix
cat noun öme noun (masc)
catch verb uche verb
cease verb égegete verb
chair noun ose noun (fem)
chase verb édekeche verb
cheese noun ulekese noun (masc)
child noun (young human) ibe noun (fem)
city noun ope noun (fem)
cloud noun angelere noun (fem)
cold adj shus adj
colour noun a’e noun (fem)
colourless adj dedim adj
come verb ẽpe verb
COMIT pp qedu pp
COMP pp tenu pp
confound verb ölesheme verb
contain unknown elesh-e circumfix
continue unknown etem-e circumfix
copy verb u’edene verb
correct adj kyg adj
count verb oche verb
court noun achegele noun (masc)
create verb akelele verb
cut verb ore verb
daughter noun oqe noun (fem)
day noun ache noun (fem)
decide unknown eget-e circumfix
dialect noun asetehe noun (fem)
die verb uqe verb
different adj nach adj
dig verb imenege verb
dirty adj hir adj
do verb upe verb
dog noun i’e noun (masc)
1. drink verb ẽwe verb
2. drink unknown ehesh-e circumfix
dry adj luw adj
dull adj sherok adj
dust noun ywe’eke noun (fem)
dwell verb öchehene verb
ear noun ale noun (masc)
earth noun iwe noun (masc)
east noun ire noun (masc)
1. eat verb ype verb
2. eat unknown emer-e circumfix
egg noun alede noun (masc)
eight num isheche num
embrace noun uletenge noun (fem)
evolve verb ashegebe verb
eye noun ige noun (masc)
face noun önge noun (masc)
faeces noun aqere’e noun (masc)
fail unknown eseh-e circumfix
fall verb ẽ’e verb
far adj péch adj
farmer noun ahechebe noun (fem)
fat noun osheseme noun (masc)
father noun öre noun (masc)
fear verb unge verb
feather noun asesebe noun (masc)
few adj tél adj
1. fight noun ybe noun (fem)
2. fight verb öpe verb
find verb éne verb
fingernail noun abede’e noun (masc)
finish unknown ener-e circumfix
fire noun y’e noun (fem)
fish noun öle noun (masc)
five num ẽ num
float verb ingerete verb
flow verb asesese verb
flower noun irebebe noun (masc)
fly verb onge verb
fog noun ydesheshe noun (fem)
foot noun ike noun (masc)
forest noun ömeteshe noun (fem)
four num u num
freeze verb ukeqele verb
friend noun öse noun (fem)
from pp hu pp
from_above pp qé pp
from_across pp chi pp
from_around pp hi pp
from_behind pp py pp
from_in_front pp do pp
from_inside pp qi pp
from_left pp ngi pp
from_near pp ngy pp
from_next_to pp ki pp
from_outside pp shy pp
from_right pp mö pp
from_surface pp ti pp
from_under pp pö pp
fruit noun ode noun (fem)
full adj nöl adj
furious adj hehid adj
furiously adv pu adv
girl noun aqe noun (fem)
give verb öne verb
God prop Inelele prop (masc)
1. good adj shut adj
2. good unknown ehe’-e circumfix
grass noun alengede noun (masc)
green adj hus adj
grind verb ẽngerepe verb
guts noun émeqese noun (masc)
hair noun yne noun (masc)
hand noun éqe noun (masc)
happy adj kon adj
hate verb iteshele verb
1. have verb ake verb
2. have unknown esheg-e circumfix
head noun öche noun (masc)
hear verb ule verb
heart noun yge noun (masc)
heavy adj tol adj
hit verb yle verb
1. hold verb ashe verb
2. hold unknown ebes-e circumfix
hope unknown esheb-e circumfix
horn noun achewenge noun (masc)
house noun ude noun (masc)
human being noun ame noun (fem)
hundred num oqehe num
hunt verb ömewewe verb
hunter noun öleke’e noun (masc)
husband noun ote noun (masc)
ice noun inechene noun (masc)
idea noun érebe noun (fem)
in pp sho pp
in_above pp na pp
in_across pp hö pp
in_around pp ka pp
in_behind pp sẽ pp
in_in_front pp ty pp
in_inside pp ky pp
in_left pp gu pp
in_near pp bi pp
in_next_to pp mu pp
in_outside pp pi pp
in_right pp ry pp
in_surface pp lö pp
in_under pp to pp
inside noun ise noun (fem)
INSTR pp tedo pp
Iqalasa prop Iqelese prop (fem)
Isangasha prop Isengeshe prop (fem)
jaguar noun agechege noun (masc)
journey verb iqerese verb
kill verb öte verb
kiss verb ögelege verb
knee noun aresheshe noun (masc)
knife noun aqeme noun (masc)
know verb iqe verb
lack unknown eber-e circumfix
lake noun ishechepe noun (fem)
lamb noun idepeshe noun (masc)
land noun ume noun (masc)
language noun öwe noun (fem)
large adj kag adj
laugh verb ure verb
leaf noun o’e noun (fem)
left adj lag adj
leg noun iche noun (masc)
library noun ashekeme noun (masc)
lie verb yte verb
lion noun éngelene noun (masc)
1. little adj pow adj
2. little unknown ebek-e circumfix
live verb ẽre verb
liver noun yqerewe noun (masc)
long adj séb adj
louse noun icheqenge noun (masc)
love verb énge verb
machine noun ubeshere noun (fem)
1. make verb abe verb
2. make unknown eqek-e circumfix
mammal noun iweqe’e noun (masc)
man noun awe noun (masc)
MANNER pp seqi pp
manner noun asheme noun (fem)
many adj lish adj
market noun alekete noun (masc)
meat noun ébe noun (masc)
medicine noun usenere noun (masc)
money noun ẽmene noun (masc)
moon noun oge noun (fem)
mortar noun ykele’e noun (masc)
mother noun ipe noun (fem)
mountain noun édeshepe noun (fem)
mouse noun oshe’eqe noun (masc)
mouth noun ywe noun (masc)
name noun oke noun (fem)
narrow adj geguq adj
near adj shén adj
neck noun uweweme noun (masc)
need unknown emek-e circumfix
neighbour noun aselere noun (fem)
net noun ẽkesere noun (fem)
1. new adj wang adj
2. new unknown edet-e circumfix
night noun öbe noun (fem)
nine num apewe num
north noun ome noun (masc)
nose noun ane noun (masc)
Odavasha prop Odeweshe prop (fem)
often adv ’o adv
Okaqara prop Okeqere prop (fem)
1. old adj (not young) kas adj
2. old unknown ekesh-e circumfix
one num i num
Oochataka prop Ycheteke prop (masc)
or conj by conj
Otama noun (language) oteme noun (masc)
other adj ngan adj
own unknown ehew-e circumfix
pat verb öshereqe verb
penis noun uqemenge noun (masc)
people noun ishe noun (fem)
perfect adj deséb adj
plain noun a’enene noun (fem)
play verb ẽme verb
pull verb yme verb
PURP pp lenu pp
purpose verb aqe’enge verb
push verb ẽte verb
rain noun öqe noun (fem)
red adj tẽn adj
religion noun ytecheme noun (masc)
RELPRON pron ké pron
resemble verb ysemene verb
restaurant noun édesese noun (masc)
right adj mog adj
river noun akehebe noun (fem)
road noun öge noun (fem)
root noun yhete’e noun (fem)
rope noun iketese noun (masc)
rotten adj gét adj
round adj shid adj
rub verb arebeqe verb
run verb uwe verb
salt noun uwegene noun (fem)
sand noun oqesese noun (fem)
say verb éwe verb
scatter verb angewene verb
school noun ẽsekede noun (masc)
scratch verb awebepe verb
sea noun adese noun (fem)
1. see verb é’e verb
2. see unknown eqer-e circumfix
seed noun ogesene noun (masc)
seven num ymege num
sew verb abeteshe verb
shape verb alete’e verb
sharp adj möp adj
she pron qu pron
short adj méw adj
sing verb ide verb
single adj kab adj
sit verb ése verb
six num uqeke num
skin noun éche noun (masc)
sky noun oshe noun (fem)
sleep verb ẽse verb
slime noun iletepe noun (masc)
small adj ’ach adj
smell verb érene verb
smoke noun iqenege noun (fem)
smooth adj shenob adj
snake noun ubedede noun (masc)
snow noun ulemeche noun (fem)
some adj kéch adj
son noun ile noun (masc)
sound noun uge noun (fem)
south noun ohe noun (masc)
speak verb ate verb
speech noun igede noun (fem)
spend_time verb ẽmemebe verb
spit verb éwe’epe verb
split verb ẽnewewe verb
squeeze verb ömegere verb
stab verb owelede verb
stand verb yre verb
star noun owe noun (fem)
start unknown epesh-e circumfix
stick noun abekenge noun (masc)
stone noun ushe noun (masc)
stop unknown esesh-e circumfix
straight adj hesyb adj
student noun ibenede noun (masc)
suck verb aweqene verb
sun noun inge noun (fem)
surface noun ö’e noun (fem)
surprise verb émesege verb
swell verb ömeseke verb
swim verb obete verb
table noun öweme noun (fem)
tail noun akeshede noun (masc)
teacher noun ẽdechele noun (fem)
tell verb ére verb
ten num y num
that det wo det
the det chi det
then conj di conj
there adv pa adv
thick adj wewang adj
thin adj chik adj
think verb ẽke verb
this det hy det
thoroughly adv meki adv
thousand num atewe num
three num a num
throw verb yshe verb
thus conj gebi conj
tie verb ömewese verb
tiger noun ongeqese noun (masc)
time noun one noun (fem)
to pp bö pp
to_above pp kö pp
to_across pp ru pp
to_around pp ngé pp
to_behind pp di pp
to_in_front pp ha pp
to_inside pp ro pp
to_left pp qö pp
to_near pp pu pp
to_next_to pp lu pp
to_outside pp rö pp
to_right pp du pp
to_surface pp ho pp
to_under pp my pp
tongue noun ase noun (masc)
tooth noun ade noun (masc)
top noun yde noun (fem)
touch unknown eme’-e circumfix
tower noun awele’e noun (masc)
tree noun ube noun (masc)
try unknown edeb-e circumfix
turn verb ute verb
two num o num
umbrella noun öbengete noun (fem)
understand verb ahe verb
Uqamama prop Uqememe prop (masc)
urine noun ẽngegenge noun (masc)
use unknown elel-e circumfix
Utaqaqa prop Uteqeqe prop (masc)
vagina noun ẽrelese noun (masc)
vomit verb ẽshememe verb
walk verb éme verb
1. want verb ẽche verb
2. want unknown echeq-e circumfix
warm adj mis adj
wash verb ẽbe verb
water noun ẽde noun (fem)
wear unknown ewes-e circumfix
west noun use noun (fem)
wet adj don adj
wheat noun uche’eqe noun (fem)
white adj kog adj
whole adj shak adj
wide adj liw adj
wife noun ine noun (fem)
wild boar noun ẽbegeke noun (masc)
wind noun ape noun (fem)
wing noun ogebehe noun (masc)
wipe verb osemeshe verb
with pp dé pp
withhold verb énemele verb
woman noun yqe noun (fem)
worm noun achebese noun (masc)
year noun éle noun (fem)
yellow adj péng adj
yon det tẽ det

[bookmark: _Toc48]Otama-English Dictionary


a [a] num three num
abe [abə] verb make verb
abede’e [abədəʔə] noun (masc) fingernail noun
abekenge [abəkəŋə] noun (masc) stick noun
abeteshe [abətəʃə] verb sew verb
ache [at͡ʃə] noun (fem) day noun
achebese [at͡ʃəbəsə] noun (masc) worm noun
achegele [at͡ʃəɡələ] noun (masc) court noun
achewenge [at͡ʃəʋəŋə] noun (masc) horn noun
ade [adə] noun (masc) tooth noun
adese [adəsə] noun (fem) sea noun
age [aɡə] verb breathe verb
agechege [aɡət͡ʃəɡə] noun (masc) jaguar noun
ahe [ahə] verb understand verb
ahechebe [ahət͡ʃəbə] noun (fem) farmer noun
ake [akə] verb have verb
akehebe [akəhəbə] noun (fem) river noun
akelele [akələlə] verb create verb
akeshede [akəʃədə] noun (masc) tail noun
ale [alə] noun (masc) ear noun
alede [alədə] noun (masc) egg noun
alekete [aləkətə] noun (masc) market noun
alengede [aləŋədə] noun (masc) grass noun
alete’e [alətəʔə] verb shape verb
ame [amə] noun (fem) human being noun
amepeme [aməpəmə] noun (masc) anus noun
ane [anə] noun (masc) nose noun
ange [aŋə] verb burn verb
angelere [aŋələrə] noun (fem) cloud noun
angewene [aŋəʋənə] verb scatter verb
ape [apə] noun (fem) wind noun
apewe [apəʋə] num nine num
aqe [aqə] noun (fem) girl noun
aqeme [aqəmə] noun (masc) knife noun
aqere’e [aqərəʔə] noun (masc) faeces noun
aqe’enge [aqəʔəŋə] verb purpose verb
arebeqe [arəbəqə] verb rub verb
aresheshe [arəʃəʃə] noun (masc) knee noun
ase [asə] noun (masc) tongue noun
aselere [asələrə] noun (fem) neighbour noun
asesebe [asəsəbə] noun (masc) feather noun
asesese [asəsəsə] verb flow verb
asetehe [asətəhə] noun (fem) dialect noun
ashe [aʃə] verb hold verb
ashegebe [aʃəɡəbə] verb evolve verb
ashekeme [aʃəkəmə] noun (masc) library noun
asheme [aʃəmə] noun (fem) manner noun
ate [atə] verb speak verb
atechebe [atət͡ʃəbə] noun (masc) belly noun
atewe [atəʋə] num thousand num
awe [aʋə] noun (masc) man noun
awebepe [aʋəbəpə] verb scratch verb
awele’e [aʋələʔə] noun (masc) tower noun
aweqene [aʋəqənə] verb suck verb
a’e [aʔə] noun (fem) colour noun
a’enene [aʔənənə] noun (fem) plain noun
be- [bə-] nouncase prefix LOC 
beche- [bət͡ʃə-] verbnegation prefix NEG 
beke- [bəkə-] verbnegation prefix POS 
bele- [bələ-] nounpossessor prefix 3.plur.fem 
bete- [bətə-] verbquestion prefix not.Q 
be’e- [bəʔə-] verbcomp prefix COMP 
bi [bi] pp in_near pp
bit [bit] adj black adj
by [by] conj or conj
bö [bø] pp to pp
che- [t͡ʃə-] nounpossessor prefix 2.sing 
1. chi [t͡ʃi] det the det
2. chi [t͡ʃi] pp from_across pp
chik [t͡ʃik] adj thin adj
chom [t͡ʃom] adj all adj
chẽ [t͡ʃə̃] pron 1excl.plur pron
d- [d-] numgender prefix masc 
de- [də-] nounpossessor prefix 2.plur 
dedim [dədim] adj colourless adj
deséb [dəseb] adj perfect adj
1. di [di] conj then conj
2. di [di] pp to_behind pp
1. do [do] pron 1excl.sing pron
2. do [do] pp from_in_front pp
don [don] adj wet adj
du [du] pp to_right pp
dé [de] pp with pp
ebek-e [əbək-ə] circumfix little unknown
eber-e [əbər-ə] circumfix lack unknown
ebes-e [əbəs-ə] circumfix hold unknown
echeh-e [ət͡ʃəh-ə] circumfix begin unknown
echeq-e [ət͡ʃəq-ə] circumfix want unknown
edeb-e [ədəb-ə] circumfix try unknown
edet-e [ədət-ə] circumfix new unknown
eger-e [əɡər-ə] circumfix bad unknown
eget-e [əɡət-ə] circumfix decide unknown
ehesh-e [əhəʃ-ə] circumfix drink unknown
ehew-e [əhəʋ-ə] circumfix own unknown
ehe’-e [əhəʔ-ə] circumfix good unknown
ekesh-e [əkəʃ-ə] circumfix old unknown
elel-e [ələl-ə] circumfix use unknown
elesh-e [ələʃ-ə] circumfix contain unknown
emek-e [əmək-ə] circumfix need unknown
emer-e [əmər-ə] circumfix eat unknown
eme’-e [əməʔ-ə] circumfix touch unknown
-ene [-ənə] adjgender suffix fem 
ener-e [ənər-ə] circumfix finish unknown
epesh-e [əpəʃ-ə] circumfix start unknown
-eqe [-əqə] adjgender suffix masc 
eqech-e [əqət͡ʃ-ə] circumfix carry unknown
eqek-e [əqək-ə] circumfix make unknown
eqer-e [əqər-ə] circumfix see unknown
eseh-e [əsəh-ə] circumfix fail unknown
esesh-e [əsəʃ-ə] circumfix stop unknown
esheb-e [əʃəb-ə] circumfix hope unknown
esheg-e [əʃəɡ-ə] circumfix have unknown
eshep-e [əʃəp-ə] circumfix break unknown
etel-e [ətəl-ə] circumfix big unknown
etem-e [ətəm-ə] circumfix continue unknown
ewes-e [əʋəs-ə] circumfix wear unknown
ẽbeke [ə̃bəkə] noun (fem) book noun
ẽdechele [ə̃dət͡ʃələ] noun (fem) teacher noun
ẽmene [ə̃mənə] noun (masc) money noun
ẽsekede [ə̃səkədə] noun (masc) school noun
e’ed-e [əʔəd-ə] circumfix can unknown
ge- [ɡə-] nouncase prefix INS 
gebi [ɡəbi] conj thus conj
gede- [ɡədə-] verbquestion prefix Q 
geguq [ɡəɡuq] adj narrow adj
gu [ɡu] pp in_left pp
gét [ɡet] adj rotten adj
1. h- [h-] nounnumber prefix sing 
2. h- [h-] numgender prefix fem 
1. ha [ha] pron 2.plur pron
2. ha [ha] pp to_in_front pp
he- [hə-] nounpossessor prefix 3.plur.masc 
hehid [həhid] adj furious adj
heke- [həkə-] verbmode prefix optative 
hesyb [həsyb] adj straight adj
hewe- [həʋə-] verbmode prefix imperative 
hi [hi] pp from_around pp
hir [hir] adj dirty adj
ho [ho] pp to_surface pp
hu [hu] pp from pp
hus [hus] adj green adj
hy [hy] det this det
hö [hø] pp in_across pp
i [i] num one num
ibe [ibə] noun (fem) child noun (young human)
ibenede [ibənədə] noun (masc) student noun
iche [it͡ʃə] noun (masc) leg noun
icheqenge [it͡ʃəqəŋə] noun (masc) louse noun
ide [idə] verb sing verb
idepeshe [idəpəʃə] noun (masc) lamb noun
ige [iɡə] noun (masc) eye noun
igede [iɡədə] noun (fem) speech noun
ihe [ihə] verb call verb
ike [ikə] noun (masc) foot noun
iketese [ikətəsə] noun (masc) rope noun
ile [ilə] noun (masc) son noun
ilegehe [iləɡəhə] noun (masc) binoculars noun
iletepe [ilətəpə] noun (masc) slime noun
ime [imə] noun (masc) bird noun
imebede [iməbədə] noun (fem) bark noun (on tree)
imenege [imənəɡə] verb dig verb
imerege [imərəɡə] noun (masc) bank noun
ine [inə] noun (fem) wife noun
inechene [inət͡ʃənə] noun (masc) ice noun
Inelele [inələlə] prop (masc) God prop
inge [iŋə] noun (fem) sun noun
ingerete [iŋərətə] verb float verb
ipe [ipə] noun (fem) mother noun
iqe [iqə] verb know verb
Iqelese [iqələsə] prop (fem) Iqalasa prop
iqenege [iqənəɡə] noun (fem) smoke noun
iqerese [iqərəsə] verb journey verb
ire [irə] noun (masc) east noun
irebebe [irəbəbə] noun (masc) flower noun
ise [isə] noun (fem) inside noun
Isengeshe [isəŋəʃə] prop (fem) Isangasha prop
ishe [iʃə] noun (fem) people noun
isheche [iʃət͡ʃə] num eight num
ishechepe [iʃət͡ʃəpə] noun (fem) lake noun
ite [itə] noun (fem) bed noun
iteshele [itəʃələ] verb hate verb
iwe [iʋə] noun (masc) earth noun
iwepeke [iʋəpəkə] verb arise verb
iweqe’e [iʋəqəʔə] noun (masc) mammal noun
i’e [iʔə] noun (masc) dog noun
k- [k-] verbta prefix PRES 
ka [ka] pp in_around pp
kab [kab] adj single adj
kag [kaɡ] adj large adj
kas [kas] adj old adj (not young)
ke- [kə-] nouncase prefix GEN 
kede- [kədə-] detnumber prefix plur 
ki [ki] pp from_next_to pp
kog [koɡ] adj white adj
kon [kon] adj happy adj
ky [ky] pp in_inside pp
kyg [kyɡ] adj correct adj
ké [ke] pron RELPRON pron
kéch [ket͡ʃ] adj some adj
kö [kø] pp to_above pp
1. l- [l-] nounnumber prefix plur 
2. l- [l-] verbta prefix PAST 
lag [laɡ] adj left adj
le- [lə-] nounpossessor prefix 1incl.plur 
lenu [lənu] pp PURP pp
lere- [lərə-] verbcomp prefix not.COMP 
lish [liʃ] adj many adj
liw [liʋ] adj wide adj
lu [lu] pp to_next_to pp
luw [luʋ] adj dry adj
ly [ly] pron 3.sing.fem pron
1. lö [lø] pron 1incl.plur pron
2. lö [lø] pp in_surface pp
me- [mə-] nouncase prefix VOC 
meki [məki] adv thoroughly adv
mis [mis] adj warm adj
mog [moɡ] adj right adj
mu [mu] pp in_next_to pp
my [my] pp to_under pp
méw [meʋ] adj short adj
mö [mø] pp from_right pp
möp [møp] adj sharp adj
mẽ [mə̃] pron 3.plur.fem pron
1. na [na] pron 3.sing.masc pron
2. na [na] pp in_above pp
nach [nat͡ʃ] adj different adj
ne- [nə-] nouncase prefix PART 
ngan [ŋan] adj other adj
nge- [ŋə-] nouncase prefix NOM 
ngi [ŋi] pp from_left pp
ngy [ŋy] pp from_near pp
ngé [ŋe] pp to_around pp
nu [nu] pron 1incl.sing pron
ny [ny] pron 2.sing pron
nöl [nøl] adj full adj
o [o] num two num
obe [obə] noun (masc) animal noun
obete [obətə] verb swim verb
oche [ot͡ʃə] verb count verb
ode [odə] noun (fem) fruit noun
Odeweshe [odəʋəʃə] prop (fem) Odavasha prop
oge [oɡə] noun (fem) moon noun
ogebehe [oɡəbəhə] noun (masc) wing noun
ogesene [oɡəsənə] noun (masc) seed noun
ohe [ohə] noun (masc) south noun
oke [okə] noun (fem) name noun
Okeqere [okəqərə] prop (fem) Okaqara prop
olehebe [oləhəbə] verb blow verb
ome [omə] noun (masc) north noun
omelede [omələdə] noun (masc) apple noun
one [onə] noun (fem) time noun
onge [oŋə] verb fly verb
ongeqese [oŋəqəsə] noun (masc) tiger noun
ope [opə] noun (fem) city noun
oqe [oqə] noun (fem) daughter noun
oqehe [oqəhə] num hundred num
oqesese [oqəsəsə] noun (fem) sand noun
ore [orə] verb cut verb
ose [osə] noun (fem) chair noun
osemeshe [osəməʃə] verb wipe verb
oshe [oʃə] noun (fem) sky noun
osheseme [oʃəsəmə] noun (masc) fat noun
oshe’eqe [oʃəʔəqə] noun (masc) mouse noun
ote [otə] noun (masc) husband noun
oteme [otəmə] noun (masc) Otama noun (language)
owe [oʋə] noun (fem) star noun
owelede [oʋələdə] verb stab verb
o’e [oʔə] noun (fem) leaf noun
pa [pa] adv there adv
pan [pan] adj big adj
pe- [pə-] nouncase prefix ABL 
penge- [pəŋə-] nounpossessor prefix no.owner 
pi [pi] pp in_outside pp
po [po] pron 3.plur.masc pron
pow [poʋ] adj little adj
1. pu [pu] adv furiously adv
2. pu [pu] pp to_near pp
puk [puk] adj blind adj
py [py] pp from_behind pp
péch [pet͡ʃ] adj far adj
péng [peŋ] adj yellow adj
1. pö [pø] conj because conj
2. pö [pø] pp from_under pp
qe- [qə-] nounpossessor prefix 1excl.sing 
qedu [qədu] pp COMIT pp
qeshe- [qəʃə-] detnumber prefix sing 
qi [qi] pp from_inside pp
qu [qu] pron she pron
qé [qe] pp from_above pp
qö [qø] pp to_left pp
re- [rə-] nouncase prefix DAT 
ro [ro] pp to_inside pp
ru [ru] pp to_across pp
ry [ry] pp in_right pp
rö [rø] pp to_outside pp
se- [sə-] nounpossessor prefix 1incl.sing 
seqi [səqi] pp MANNER pp
shak [ʃak] adj whole adj
she- [ʃə-] nounpossessor prefix 3.sing.fem 
sheche- [ʃət͡ʃə-] verbvoice prefix passive 
shenob [ʃənob] adj smooth adj
sherok [ʃərok] adj dull adj
shid [ʃid] adj round adj
sho [ʃo] pp in pp
shus [ʃus] adj cold adj
shut [ʃut] adj good adj
shy [ʃy] pp from_outside pp
shén [ʃen] adj near adj
séb [seb] adj long adj
sẽ [sə̃] pp in_behind pp
te- [tə-] nouncase prefix ALL 
tede- [tədə-] detgender prefix fem 
tedo [tədo] pp INSTR pp
tenu [tənu] pp COMP pp
teqe- [təqə-] verbvoice prefix active 
ti [ti] pp from_surface pp
1. to [to] conj but conj
2. to [to] pp in_under pp
tol [tol] adj heavy adj
ty [ty] pp in_in_front pp
tél [tel] adj few adj
tẽ [tə̃] det yon det
tẽn [tə̃n] adj red adj
u [u] num four num
ube [ubə] noun (masc) tree noun
ubedede [ubədədə] noun (masc) snake noun
ubeshere [ubəʃərə] noun (fem) machine noun
uche [ut͡ʃə] verb catch verb
uchebede [ut͡ʃəbədə] noun (fem) ash noun
uche’eqe [ut͡ʃəʔəqə] noun (fem) wheat noun
ude [udə] noun (masc) house noun
uge [uɡə] noun (fem) sound noun
uke [ukə] noun (masc) boy noun
ukeqele [ukəqələ] verb freeze verb
ule [ulə] verb hear verb
ulekese [uləkəsə] noun (masc) cheese noun
ulemeche [uləmət͡ʃə] noun (fem) snow noun
uletenge [ulətəŋə] noun (fem) embrace noun
ume [umə] noun (masc) land noun
umeqeche [uməqət͡ʃə] noun (fem) breath noun
une [unə] verb bite verb
unge [uŋə] verb fear verb
ungekede [uŋəkədə] noun (masc) breast noun
upe [upə] verb do verb
uqe [uqə] verb die verb
uqeke [uqəkə] num six num
Uqememe [uqəməmə] prop (masc) Uqamama prop
uqemenge [uqəməŋə] noun (masc) penis noun
ure [urə] verb laugh verb
use [usə] noun (fem) west noun
usenere [usənərə] noun (masc) medicine noun
ushe [uʃə] noun (masc) stone noun
ute [utə] verb turn verb
Uteqeqe [utəqəqə] prop (masc) Utaqaqa prop
uwe [uʋə] verb run verb
uwegene [uʋəɡənə] noun (fem) salt noun
uweweme [uʋəʋəmə] noun (masc) neck noun
u’e [uʔə] noun (masc) back noun (body part)
u’edene [uʔədənə] verb copy verb
wa [ʋa] conj and conj
wang [ʋaŋ] adj new adj
we- [ʋə-] nounpossessor prefix 3.sing.masc 
weqe- [ʋəqə-] verbmode prefix indicative 
wewang [ʋəʋaŋ] adj thick adj
wo [ʋo] det that det
y [y] num ten num
ybe [ybə] noun (fem) fight noun
Ycheteke [yt͡ʃətəkə] prop (masc) Oochataka prop
yde [ydə] noun (fem) top noun
ydengeche [ydəŋət͡ʃə] noun (masc) bosom noun (body part)
ydesheshe [ydəʃəʃə] noun (fem) fog noun
yge [yɡə] noun (masc) heart noun
yhete’e [yhətəʔə] noun (fem) root noun
ykele’e [ykələʔə] noun (masc) mortar noun
yle [ylə] verb hit verb
yme [ymə] verb pull verb
ymege [yməɡə] num seven num
yne [ynə] noun (masc) hair noun
ynge [yŋə] verb build verb
ype [ypə] verb eat verb
yqe [yqə] noun (fem) woman noun
yqerewe [yqərəʋə] noun (masc) liver noun
yre [yrə] verb stand verb
ysemene [ysəmənə] verb resemble verb
yshe [yʃə] verb throw verb
yte [ytə] verb lie verb
ytecheme [ytət͡ʃəmə] noun (masc) religion noun
ywe [yʋə] noun (masc) mouth noun
ywe’eke [yʋəʔəkə] noun (fem) dust noun
y’e [yʔə] noun (fem) fire noun
ébe [ebə] noun (masc) meat noun
éche [et͡ʃə] noun (masc) skin noun
échegege [et͡ʃəɡəɡə] verb appear verb
éde [edə] verb be verb
édekeche [edəkət͡ʃə] verb chase verb
édesese [edəsəsə] noun (masc) restaurant noun
édeshepe [edəʃəpə] noun (fem) mountain noun
égegete [eɡəɡətə] verb cease verb
éle [elə] noun (fem) year noun
éme [emə] verb walk verb
émeqese [eməqəsə] noun (masc) guts noun
émesege [eməsəɡə] verb surprise verb
éne [enə] verb find verb
énemele [enəmələ] verb withhold verb
énge [eŋə] verb love verb
éngelene [eŋələnə] noun (masc) lion noun
éqe [eqə] noun (masc) hand noun
ére [erə] verb tell verb
érebe [erəbə] noun (fem) idea noun
érene [erənə] verb smell verb
ése [esə] verb sit verb
éshe [eʃə] noun (masc) blood noun
éte [etə] verb buy verb
éwe [eʋə] verb say verb
éwe’epe [eʋəʔəpə] verb spit verb
é’e [eʔə] verb see verb
öbe [øbə] noun (fem) night noun
öbengete [øbəŋətə] noun (fem) umbrella noun
öche [øt͡ʃə] noun (masc) head noun
öchehene [øt͡ʃəhənə] verb dwell verb
ödeqele [ødəqələ] noun (fem) brick noun
öge [øɡə] noun (fem) road noun
ögelege [øɡələɡə] verb kiss verb
öke [økə] verb break verb
öle [ølə] noun (masc) fish noun
öleke’e [øləkəʔə] noun (masc) hunter noun
ölesheme [øləʃəmə] verb confound verb
öme [ømə] noun (masc) cat noun
ömegere [øməɡərə] verb squeeze verb
ömeseke [øməsəkə] verb swell verb
ömeteshe [ømətəʃə] noun (fem) forest noun
ömewese [øməʋəsə] verb tie verb
ömewewe [øməʋəʋə] verb hunt verb
öne [ønə] verb give verb
önge [øŋə] noun (masc) face noun
öpe [øpə] verb fight verb
öqe [øqə] noun (fem) rain noun
öre [ørə] noun (masc) father noun
öse [øsə] noun (fem) friend noun
öshe [øʃə] noun (masc) bone noun
öshereqe [øʃərəqə] verb pat verb
öte [øtə] verb kill verb
öwe [øʋə] noun (fem) language noun
öweme [øʋəmə] noun (fem) table noun
ö’e [øʔə] noun (fem) surface noun
ö’erewe [øʔərəʋə] noun (fem) bottle noun
ẽ [ə̃] num five num
ẽbe [ə̃bə] verb wash verb
ẽbegeke [ə̃bəɡəkə] noun (masc) wild boar noun
ẽche [ə̃t͡ʃə] verb want verb
ẽchengeke [ə̃t͡ʃəŋəkə] noun (fem) box noun
ẽde [ə̃də] noun (fem) water noun
ẽke [ə̃kə] verb think verb
ẽkesere [ə̃kəsərə] noun (fem) net noun
ẽme [ə̃mə] verb play verb
ẽmemebe [ə̃məməbə] verb spend_time verb
ẽnewewe [ə̃nəʋəʋə] verb split verb
ẽngegenge [ə̃ŋəɡəŋə] noun (masc) urine noun
ẽngerepe [ə̃ŋərəpə] verb grind verb
ẽpe [ə̃pə] verb come verb
ẽre [ə̃rə] verb live verb
ẽrelese [ə̃rələsə] noun (masc) vagina noun
ẽse [ə̃sə] verb sleep verb
ẽshememe [ə̃ʃəməmə] verb vomit verb
ẽte [ə̃tə] verb push verb
ẽwe [ə̃ʋə] verb drink verb
ẽ’e [ə̃ʔə] verb fall verb
’ach [ʔat͡ʃ] adj small adj
’an [ʔan] adj bad adj
’e- [ʔə-] nounpossessor prefix 1excl.plur 
’eke- [ʔəkə-] verbmode prefix conditional 
’ewe- [ʔəʋə-] detgender prefix masc 
’o [ʔo] adv often adv
’ö [ʔø] adv always adv
