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[bookmark: _Toc0]Grammar
[bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc2]Scope and Purpose
This grammar provides a systematic description of the Fimo language (the 2052nd one produced by the Language Creator), outlining its sound system, word formation and syntactic structure, with the aim of presenting a coherent account of the language as an integrated whole. Attention has been paid to both regular patterns and minor irregularities, as these together define the internal balance of the language.
The grammar is accompanied by a bilingual dictionary and a collection of illustrative texts, offering material for further study and comparison. The examples have been selected to demonstrate typical constructions and to give a sense of the language in extended use. The description is intended as a reference work for linguists and language enthusiasts alike, and as a foundation for any future research, teaching or creative adaptation of Fimo.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Typological Profile
It has four genders and ergative case marking, i.e., the object of a transitive verb is marked the same as the subject of an intransitive one,.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Phonology
[bookmark: _Toc5]Phoneme Inventory
[bookmark: _Toc6]Consonants
Fimo has 19 consonant phonemes, a size that falls within a broadly average range.
It has a complete absence of affricates, a markedly rich set of labial consonants and no glottal consonants at all.
The table below presents the full inventory of consonant phonemes in Fimo. The chart lists all places and manners of articulation attested in the language.
	
	labial
	alveolar
	lateral
	palatal
	velar
	uvular

	stop
	p b
	d t
	
	
	k ɡ
	q

	nasal
	m
	n
	
	ɲ
	ŋ
	

	trill/tap/flap
	
	r
	
	
	
	

	fricative
	f v
	s
	
	
	
	

	approximant
	w
	
	l
	j
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc7]Vowels
Fimo has more than 14 vowel qualities. This constitutes an exceptionally rich vowel inventory, with numerous distinct categories represented in the chart.
It has a fully contrastive long–short vowel distinction across the system, a modest but genuine inventory of nasal vowels and a full range of vowel qualities even in reduced syllables.
The table below presents the full inventory of vowel phonemes in Fimo. The system comprises the distinct vowel qualities listed in the chart.
	
	front
	central
	back

	close
	i
	
	u

	mid
	e
	ə̃
	o

	open
	
	a
	


[bookmark: _Toc8]Stress and Tones
Fimo has neither phonemic stress nor lexical tone. Prosodic prominence and pitch variation are determined by pragmatic and discourse factors rather than by lexical contrasts.
[bookmark: _Toc9]Phonological Processes
[bookmark: _Toc10]Vowel Harmony
Vowel harmony does not exist in this language.
[bookmark: _Toc11]Writing System
[bookmark: _Toc12]Introduction
Fimo is normally written using the Latin alphabet, whose familiarity makes it straightforward for most readers. For clarity and precision, phonetic transcriptions in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) are also provided throughout this grammar.
[bookmark: _Toc13]Orthography
Here are the various components of the orthography:
Simple letters
	a /a/
	a’ /a̰/
	b /b/
	d /d/

	e /e/
	e’ /ḛ/
	f /f/
	g /ɡ/

	i /i/
	i’ /ḭ/
	j /j/
	k /k/

	l /l/
	m /m/
	n /n/
	o /o/

	o’ /o̰/
	p /p/
	q /q/
	r /r/

	s /s/
	t /t/
	u /u/
	u’ /ṵ/

	v /v/
	w /w/
	ñ /ɲ/
	ẽ /ə̃/

	ẽ’ /ə̰̃/
	
	
	


Multi-letter combinations such as digraphs
	aa /aː/
	ai /ai/
	au /au/

	ee /eː/
	ii /iː/
	ng /ŋ/

	oi /ɔi/
	oo /oː/
	uu /uː/

	ẽẽ /ə̃ː/
	
	


[bookmark: _Toc14]Word Classes and Morphology
[bookmark: _Toc15]Number and Gender
[bookmark: _Toc16]Number
Fimo distinguishes singular and plural.
[bookmark: _Toc17]Gender
Fimo has the following genders:
Gender cl.1 – for instance: bagaufa ‘ash’, beevesku ‘tail’, biinapi ‘bosom’, busa ‘speech’, daa ‘market’, da’bede’ ‘belly’, doo ‘face’, je’ ‘woman’, joomauskaa ‘fat’, kugo’qi ‘feather’, laqoima’ ‘neck’, lo’paro ‘guts’, mii ‘heart’, mo ‘wife’, nee ‘tongue’, nge ‘foot’, sareqee ‘breast’, suu ‘mother’, te’foive ‘smoke’, ñefoimii ‘liver’.
Gender cl.2 – for instance: bilẽẽwi ‘mortar’, diwainge ‘student’, dẽ ‘south’, ge ‘colour’, gi ‘boy’, juvabaa ‘hunter’, ki ‘man’, loviika ‘rope’, ma’wẽsko ‘tower’, pañoiko ‘net’, pikolo ‘brick’, poi ‘son’, qi’gi’go ‘seed’, siitoo ‘book’, ta’skaimẽ ‘bottle’, ti ‘east’, tẽẽfibo ‘machine’, vo’ ‘house’, vu ‘husband’, wiiñee ‘knife’.
Gender cl.3 – for instance: ba ‘name’, bi’ngauma ‘lake’, fiimo ‘Fimo’, gaastu ‘sea’, jaa ‘leaf’, jopi’wo ‘restaurant’, lo ‘human being’, maaqiivaa ‘library’, moi ‘fight’, ngaakiivi ‘farmer’, ngau ‘sun’, ngukaruu ‘medicine’, niitesqe’ ‘sand’, qai ‘star’, qa’ ‘year’, qepuqẽ ‘grass’, qoqidaa ‘plain’, qu ‘sound’, vau ‘fire’, ñawaali ‘cloud’.
Gender cl.4 – for instance: bafoiqa ‘slime’, daadibẽ ‘bank’, fiiwaisqe ‘lamb’, jatuspu ‘fingernail’, kode’spa ‘lion’, kubava ‘dust’, lisi’we ‘salt’, lo’fẽñee ‘apple’, ngasausa ‘tiger’, no ‘cat’, po ‘day’, raa ‘dog’, ragaudi’ ‘dialect’, su ‘tooth’, tai ‘animal’, toi ‘fruit’, vomawo ‘worm’, wau ‘north’, wiinoikuu ‘wild boar’, wo ‘meat’.
[bookmark: _Toc18]The Nominal Phrase
Nominal phrases in Fimo can be exemplified by the following example:
Je’do’ qẽda wiiñee qẽẽ qẽẽ dauta’ ro’ fengaiqu fuuse’ nguu voi nẽẽ.	(1)
[jḛdo̰ qə̃da wiːɲeː qə̃ː qə̃ː dauta̰ ro̰ feŋaiqu fuːsḛ ŋuː vɔi nə̃ː]
	jḛ
	-do̰
	qə̃da
	wiːɲeː
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	dau
	-ta̰
	ro̰

	woman
	ERG
	COMIT
	knife
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	yon
	cl.4
	three


 
	feŋaiqu
	fuːsḛ
	ŋuː
	vɔi
	nə̃ː

	mouse
	blind
	plur.no.owner
	catch
	PAST


“The woman with the knife caught those three blind mice.”
In the following, we shall look at the various components in more details.
There is one type of clitic in the nominal phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing number.possessor. a clitic expressing number.possessor, comprising luu /luː/ ‘sing.1incl.sing’, le /le/ ‘sing.1excl.sing’, ke /ke/ ‘sing.2.sing’, su’ /sṵ/ ‘sing.3.sing.cl.1’, si’ /sḭ/ ‘sing.3.sing.cl.2’, kaa /kaː/ ‘sing.3.sing.cl.3’, tu /tu/ ‘sing.3.sing.cl.4’, dẽ’ /də#̰/ ‘sing.1incl.plur’, jo’ /jo̰/ ‘sing.1excl.plur’, ma’ /ma̰/ ‘sing.2.plur’, mẽẽ /mə#ː/ ‘sing.3.plur.cl.1’, koo /koː/ ‘sing.3.plur.cl.2’, lu’ /lṵ/ ‘sing.3.plur.cl.3’, se’ /sḛ/ ‘sing.3.plur.cl.4’, qẽẽ /qə#ː/ ‘sing.no.owner’, to’ /to̰/ ‘plur.1incl.sing’, gi’ /ɡḭ/ ‘plur.1excl.sing’, guu /ɡuː/ ‘plur.2.sing’, lẽ’ /lə#̰/ ‘plur.3.sing.cl.1’, lee /leː/ ‘plur.3.sing.cl.2’, mi’ /mḭ/ ‘plur.3.sing.cl.3’, loo /loː/ ‘plur.3.sing.cl.4’, fi’ /fḭ/ ‘plur.1incl.plur’, ra /ra/ ‘plur.1excl.plur’, sẽ’ /sə#̰/ ‘plur.2.plur’, juu /juː/ ‘plur.3.plur.cl.1’, fa’ /fa̰/ ‘plur.3.plur.cl.2’, roo /roː/ ‘plur.3.plur.cl.3’, pẽ /pə#/ ‘plur.3.plur.cl.4’ and nguu /ŋuː/ ‘plur.no.owner’.
The morphology of the elements of the nominal phrase, i.e., nouns, adjectives, numerals and pronouns, is described below, as is the way that possession is expressed in Fimo.
[bookmark: _Toc19]The Noun
The noun in Fimo consists of the root followed by an optional suffix expressing case, comprising -do’ /-do̰/ ‘ERG’, -tẽ’ /-tə#̰/ ‘GEN’, -qee /-qeː/ ‘DAT’, -pu’ /-pṵ/ ‘INS’, -qu’ /-qṵ/ ‘VOC’, -we’ /-wḛ/ ‘ALL’, -pi’ /-pḭ/ ‘LOC’, -da’ /-da̰/ ‘ABL’ and -maa /-maː/ ‘PART’.
The noun displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely -saa /-saː/ ‘little’ and -ngẽẽ /-ŋə#ː/ ‘big’
[bookmark: _Toc20]The Adjective
The adjective in Fimo stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc21]Numerals
The numeral in Fimo stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
[bookmark: _Toc22]Determiners
In Fimo, the determiner has the following structure: the root followed by an obligatory suffix expressing gender, comprising -ta /-ta/ ‘cl.1’, -go /-ɡo/ ‘cl.2’, -di’ /-dḭ/ ‘cl.3’ and -ta’ /-ta̰/ ‘cl.4’.
[bookmark: _Toc23]Pronouns
The pronoun in Fimo stands alone without any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
Fimo always includes the personal pronouns, even if they are not stressed. This is similar to English, where the only way to distinguish "he loves her" from "he loves her" and "he loves her" is the stress. So the following corresponds exactly to English in this regard:
Nuu qẽẽ je qẽẽ mu ni’.	(2)
[nuː qə̃ː je qə̃ː mu nḭ]
	nuː
	qə̃ː
	je
	qə̃ː
	mu
	nḭ

	3.sing.cl.2
	sing.no.owner
	3.sing.cl.1
	sing.no.owner
	love
	3.sing.cl.2.SUBJ


“He (the boy) loves her (the girl).”
[bookmark: _Toc24]Proper Nouns
Quujaingido’ qẽẽ Wisoogo qẽẽ sista’ ni’.	(3)
[quːjaiŋido̰ qə̃ː wisoːɡo qə̃ː sista̰ nḭ]
	quːjaiŋi
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	wisoːɡo
	qə̃ː
	sista̰
	nḭ

	Quyaingi
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	Wisogo
	sing.no.owner
	hate
	3.sing.cl.2.SUBJ


“Quyaingi hates Wisogo.”
[bookmark: _Toc25]Possession
gitẽ’ qẽẽ lo’fẽñee si’	(4)
[ɡitə̰̃ qə̃ː lo̰fə̃ɲeː sḭ]
	ɡi
	-tə̰̃
	qə̃ː
	lo̰fə̃ɲeː
	sḭ

	boy
	GEN
	sing.no.owner
	apple
	sing.3.sing.cl.2


“the boy’s apple”
nuu qẽẽ lo’fẽñee si’	(5)
[nuː qə̃ː lo̰fə̃ɲeː sḭ]
	nuː
	qə̃ː
	lo̰fə̃ɲeː
	sḭ

	3.sing.cl.2
	sing.no.owner
	apple
	sing.3.sing.cl.2


“his (the boy’s) apple”
lo’fẽñee le	(6)
[lo̰fə̃ɲeː le]
	lo̰fə̃ɲeː
	le

	apple
	sing.1excl.sing


“my apple”
Juvabaatẽ’ qẽẽ waado’ si’ qẽẽ ño’seespotẽ’ ke poi kaa qẽẽ tiska nẽẽ.	(7)
[juvabaːtə̰̃ qə̃ː waːdo̰ sḭ qə̃ː ɲo̰seːspotə̰̃ ke pɔi kaː qə̃ː tiska nə̃ː]
	juvabaː
	-tə̰̃
	qə̃ː
	waː
	-do̰
	sḭ
	qə̃ː
	ɲo̰seːspo
	-tə̰̃

	hunter
	GEN
	sing.no.owner
	daughter
	ERG
	sing.3.sing.cl.2
	sing.no.owner
	neighbour
	GEN


 
	ke
	pɔi
	kaː
	qə̃ː
	tiska
	nə̃ː

	sing.2.sing
	son
	sing.3.sing.cl.3
	sing.no.owner
	kiss
	PAST


“The hunter’s daughter kissed your neighbour’s son.”
[bookmark: _Toc26]Derivation
Fimo has a few derivational processes. To illustrate this, let us start with a simple noun phrase:
fiiwaisqe qẽẽ	(8)
[fiːwaisqe qə̃ː]
	fiːwaisqe
	qə̃ː

	lamb
	sing.no.owner


“a lamb”
In the following, the word for little becomes an affix attached to lamb:
fiiwaisqesaa qẽẽ	(9)
[fiːwaisqesaː qə̃ː]
	fiːwaisqe
	-saː
	qə̃ː

	lamb
	little
	sing.no.owner


“a little lamb”
[bookmark: _Toc27]Compounding
[bookmark: _Toc28]Verbs
[bookmark: _Toc29]Inflectional Categories
All verbal phrase clitics in Fimo are enclitics (placed finally), and there are six types: first, a clitic expressing ta, comprising nẽẽ /nə#ː/ ‘PAST’; second, a clitic expressing mode, comprising tẽ /tə#/ ‘imperative’, ju’ /jṵ/ ‘conditional’ and sẽ /sə#/ ‘optative’; third, a clitic expressing voice, comprising kẽ’ /kə#̰/ ‘passive’; fourth, a clitic expressing negation, comprising du /du/ ‘NEG’; fifth, a clitic expressing subj, comprising ja /ja/ ‘1incl.sing’, soo /soː/ ‘1excl.sing’, bu’ /bṵ/ ‘2.sing’, ni’ /nḭ/ ‘3.sing.cl.2’, lo’ /lo̰/ ‘3.sing.cl.3’, pee /peː/ ‘3.sing.cl.4’, ku’ /kṵ/ ‘1incl.plur’, ngee /ŋeː/ ‘1excl.plur’, muu /muː/ ‘2.plur’, pi /pi/ ‘3.plur.cl.1’, lii /liː/ ‘3.plur.cl.2’, nu’ /nṵ/ ‘3.plur.cl.3’ and li’ /lḭ/ ‘3.plur.cl.4’; and finally, sixth, a clitic expressing question, comprising pe’ /pḛ/ ‘Q’.
The verb itself does not have any prefixes or suffixes attached to it.
The verb displays the following derivational morphology: two suffixes, namely -tee /-teː/ ‘begin’ and -dẽ /-də#/ ‘stop’
Fee qẽẽ fo qẽẽ mu soo.	(10)
[feː qə̃ː fo qə̃ː mu soː]
	feː
	qə̃ː
	fo
	qə̃ː
	mu
	soː

	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner
	2.sing
	sing.no.owner
	love
	1excl.sing.SUBJ


“I love you.”
[bookmark: _Toc30]Adverbs Minor Classes
[bookmark: _Toc31]Adpositions
There is one type of clitic in the adpositional phrase, namely an enclitic (placed finally), expressing root.
pai puunga qẽẽ boi qẽẽ	(11)
[pai puːŋa qə̃ː bɔi qə̃ː]
	pai
	puːŋa
	qə̃ː
	bɔi
	qə̃ː

	in
	table
	sing.no.owner
	surface
	sing.no.owner


“on the table”
ña’ jewengẽ qẽẽ bo’ qẽẽ	(12)
[ɲa̰ jeweŋə̃ qə̃ː bo̰ qə̃ː]
	ɲa̰
	jeweŋə̃
	qə̃ː
	bo̰
	qə̃ː

	to
	box
	sing.no.owner
	inside
	sing.no.owner


“into the box”
qẽda fee qẽẽ	(13)
[qə̃da feː qə̃ː]
	qə̃da
	feː
	qə̃ː

	COMIT
	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner


“with me”
[bookmark: _Toc32]Syntax
[bookmark: _Toc33]Basic Clause Structure
[bookmark: _Toc34]Constituent Order
Constituent order describes the typical arrangement of the subject (S), verb (V) and object (O) in simple declarative clauses. It is a fundamental parameter in grammatical description and forms one of the clearest ways of characterising the overall structure of a language’s clause system.
Fimo has basic Subject–Object–Verb (SOV) word order. The subject precedes the object, and the verb appears at the end of the clause. This is one of the most frequent patterns cross-linguistically.
The following examples illustrate the basic, unmarked, constituent order in Fimo.
Nuqusido’ qẽẽ juvabaa qẽẽ nga’ nẽẽ pee.	(14)
[nuqusido̰ qə̃ː juvabaː qə̃ː ŋa̰ nə̃ː peː]
	nuqusi
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	juvabaː
	qə̃ː
	ŋa̰
	nə̃ː
	peː

	jaguar
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	hunter
	sing.no.owner
	kill
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The jaguar killed the hunter.”
Kode’spado’ qẽẽ juvabaatẽ’ qẽẽ waatẽ’ si’ raa su’ qẽẽ ñe nẽẽ pee.	(15)
[kodḛspado̰ qə̃ː juvabaːtə̰̃ qə̃ː waːtə̰̃ sḭ raː sṵ qə̃ː ɲe nə̃ː peː]
	kodḛspa
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	juvabaː
	-tə̰̃
	qə̃ː
	waː
	-tə̰̃
	sḭ

	lion
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	hunter
	GEN
	sing.no.owner
	daughter
	GEN
	sing.3.sing.cl.2


 
	raː
	sṵ
	qə̃ː
	ɲe
	nə̃ː
	peː

	dog
	sing.3.sing.cl.1
	sing.no.owner
	eat
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The lion ate the hunter’s daughter’s dog.”
The language has a fixed constituent order, and major phrases normally appear in a predictable position in the clause. Movement for discourse reasons is highly restricted: topics and foci are expressed not by rearranging elements, but through dedicated constructions such as clefts, focus clauses or topic–comment frames. Constituents remain continuous, and both the relative order of phrases and the internal structure of each phrase are stable. As a result, significant deviations from the basic word order are ungrammatical, and discourse structure is managed through these specialised constructions rather than through word-order variation.
[bookmark: _Toc35]Noun Phrases
[bookmark: _Toc36]Structure and Order
The internal structure of noun phrases in Fimo reveals typologically significant preferences in the ordering of nominal constituents. This includes the position of adjectives, numerals, and possessors relative to the noun, each of which can offer clues to the overall headedness of the language.
Possessive constructions are head-final: the possessor precedes the possessed noun. For example, Fimo expresses “the child’s toy” with the equivalent of “child toy”. This ordering is found in many SOV and postpositional languages and aligns with a broader tendency towards modifier-first structures.
poitẽ’ ke sautẽ’ si’ siitoo kaa	(16)
[pɔitə̰̃ ke sautə̰̃ sḭ siːtoː kaː]
	pɔi
	-tə̰̃
	ke
	sau
	-tə̰̃
	sḭ
	siːtoː
	kaː

	son
	GEN
	sing.2.sing
	friend
	GEN
	sing.3.sing.cl.2
	book
	sing.3.sing.cl.3


“your son’s friend’s book”
[bookmark: _Toc37]Case Marking
Fimo uses ergative–absolutive case marking. The subject of an intransitive verb and the object of a transitive verb are treated alike and take the absolutive case, while the subject of a transitive verb is marked with the ergative case. From the point of view of such a system, this is a perfectly natural way to organise the clause: the absolutive marks the participant most directly involved in the event or state, while the ergative marks the additional participant that causes or controls a transitive event.
No qẽẽ ñii pee.	(17)
[no qə̃ː ɲiː peː]
	no
	qə̃ː
	ɲiː
	peː

	cat
	sing.no.owner
	sleep
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The cat is sleeping.”
No qẽẽ so’ pee.	(18)
[no qə̃ː so̰ peː]
	no
	qə̃ː
	so̰
	peː

	cat
	sing.no.owner
	run
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The cat is running.”
Nodo’ qẽẽ fengaiqu qẽẽ biiskaa pee.	(19)
[nodo̰ qə̃ː feŋaiqu qə̃ː biːskaː peː]
	no
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	feŋaiqu
	qə̃ː
	biːskaː
	peː

	cat
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	mouse
	sing.no.owner
	chase
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The cat is chasing the mouse.”
Nodo’ qẽẽ fengaiqu qẽẽ voi nẽẽ pee.	(20)
[nodo̰ qə̃ː feŋaiqu qə̃ː vɔi nə̃ː peː]
	no
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	feŋaiqu
	qə̃ː
	vɔi
	nə̃ː
	peː

	cat
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	mouse
	sing.no.owner
	catch
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ


“The cat caught the mouse.”
[bookmark: _Toc38]Conjunctions
Here is an example of a conjunction.
Juvabaado’ qẽẽ nuqusi nguu goo ngasausa nguu goo kode’spa nguu nguu nga’ nẽẽ ni’.	(21)
[juvabaːdo̰ qə̃ː nuqusi ŋuː ɡoː ŋasausa ŋuː ɡoː kodḛspa ŋuː ŋuː ŋa̰ nə̃ː nḭ]
	juvabaː
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	nuqusi
	ŋuː
	ɡoː
	ŋasausa
	ŋuː
	ɡoː

	hunter
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	jaguar
	plur.no.owner
	and
	tiger
	plur.no.owner
	and


 
	kodḛspa
	ŋuː
	ŋuː
	ŋa̰
	nə̃ː
	nḭ

	lion
	plur.no.owner
	plur.no.owner
	kill
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.2.SUBJ


“The hunter killed the jaguars, the tigers and the lions.”
[bookmark: _Toc39]Modifiers and Determiners
The ordering of demonstratives, articles (if present), and other modifiers in Fimo provides further insight into the structure of the noun phrase. These elements frequently exhibit fixed positions and may reveal whether the language favours head-initial or head-final patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc40]Complex Sentences
[bookmark: _Toc41]Relative Clauses
Fimo uses the correlative strategy to form relative clauses. The relative clause is introduced by a dedicated relativiser and appears as an independent clause. The main clause contains a demonstrative that corresponds to the relativiser and identifies the element being modified. The relative clause precedes the main clause when used on its own, and follows the head noun when it functions as a modifier. The internal structure of both clauses is fully finite.
To illustrate how relative clauses work, let us begin with a simple sentence:
Fee qẽẽ no qẽẽ veesaa nẽẽ soo.	(22)
[feː qə̃ː no qə̃ː veːsaː nə̃ː soː]
	feː
	qə̃ː
	no
	qə̃ː
	veːsaː
	nə̃ː
	soː

	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner
	cat
	sing.no.owner
	pat
	PAST
	1excl.sing.SUBJ


“I patted the cat.”
We can now add a relative clause modifying the noun:
Foi qẽẽ fengaiqu qẽẽ voi nẽẽ pee fee qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ veesaa nẽẽ soo ju.	(23)
[fɔi qə̃ː feŋaiqu qə̃ː vɔi nə̃ː peː feː qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː veːsaː nə̃ː soː ju]
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	feŋaiqu
	qə̃ː
	vɔi
	nə̃ː
	peː
	feː
	qə̃ː

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	mouse
	sing.no.owner
	catch
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ
	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	veːsaː
	nə̃ː
	soː
	ju

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	pat
	PAST
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	then


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse.”
Relative clauses may themselves contain other relative clauses:
Foi qẽẽ ja’waquu qẽẽ ñe nẽẽ pee foi qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ voi nẽẽ pee ju fee qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ veesaa nẽẽ soo ju.	(24)
[fɔi qə̃ː ja̰waquː qə̃ː ɲe nə̃ː peː fɔi qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː vɔi nə̃ː peː ju feː qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː veːsaː nə̃ː soː ju]
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	ja̰waquː
	qə̃ː
	ɲe
	nə̃ː
	peː
	fɔi
	qə̃ː

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	cheese
	sing.no.owner
	eat
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ
	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	vɔi
	nə̃ː
	peː
	ju
	feː
	qə̃ː

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	catch
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ
	then
	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	veːsaː
	nə̃ː
	soː
	ju

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	pat
	PAST
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	then


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese.”
Finally, here is an example containing several layers of embedding:
Fee qẽẽ foi qẽẽ go nẽẽ soo foi qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ ñe nẽẽ pee ju foi qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ voi nẽẽ pee ju fee qẽẽ foi qẽẽ qẽẽ veesaa nẽẽ soo ju.	(25)
[feː qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː ɡo nə̃ː soː fɔi qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː ɲe nə̃ː peː ju fɔi qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː vɔi nə̃ː peː ju feː qə̃ː fɔi qə̃ː qə̃ː veːsaː nə̃ː soː ju]
	feː
	qə̃ː
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	ɡo
	nə̃ː
	soː
	fɔi
	qə̃ː

	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner
	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	buy
	PAST
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	ɲe
	nə̃ː
	peː
	ju
	fɔi
	qə̃ː

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	eat
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ
	then
	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	vɔi
	nə̃ː
	peː
	ju
	feː
	qə̃ː

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	catch
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.4.SUBJ
	then
	1excl.sing
	sing.no.owner


 
	fɔi
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	veːsaː
	nə̃ː
	soː
	ju

	3.sing.cl.4
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	pat
	PAST
	1excl.sing.SUBJ
	then


“I patted the cat that caught the mouse that ate the cheese that I bought.”
[bookmark: _Toc42]Complementation Strategies
Fimo forms complement clauses by nominalising the embedded verb. The nominalised form lacks finite verbal categories and behaves as a noun phrase. Subjects of nominalised clauses occur in the genitive case, and the nominalised verb establishes the semantic content of the complement.
The following example illustrate how complement clauses function:
Gido’ su’ lẽẽqee qẽẽ lo’fẽñee qẽẽ ru nẽẽ qẽẽ qẽẽ seesaangə̃ːqee qẽẽ peegoi nẽẽ.	(26)
[ɡido̰ sṵ lə̃ːqeː qə̃ː lo̰fə̃ɲeː qə̃ː ru nə̃ː qə̃ː qə̃ː seːsaːŋə̃ːqeː qə̃ː peːɡɔi nə̃ː]
	ɡi
	-do̰
	sṵ
	lə̃ː
	-qeː
	qə̃ː
	lo̰fə̃ɲeː
	qə̃ː
	ru

	boy
	ERG
	sing.3.sing.cl.1
	girl
	DAT
	sing.no.owner
	apple
	sing.no.owner
	give


 
	nə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	seːsaːŋə̃ː
	-qeː
	qə̃ː
	peːɡɔi
	nə̃ː

	PAST
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	teacher
	DAT
	sing.no.owner
	surprise
	PAST


“It surprised the teacher that the boy had given the girl an apple.”
[bookmark: _Toc43]Quotes
Fimo employs a quotative particle to mark direct and indirect speech. The quotative follows the reported phrase and identifies the preceding expression as quoted or reported. The same construction is also used to express reported thoughts.
Here is an example of how quotations are expressed:
Gido’ qẽẽ lẽẽqee qẽẽ fee su’ fo qẽẽ mu qẽẽ qẽẽ ñi’ nẽẽ ni’.	(27)
[ɡido̰ qə̃ː lə̃ːqeː qə̃ː feː sṵ fo qə̃ː mu qə̃ː qə̃ː ɲḭ nə̃ː nḭ]
	ɡi
	-do̰
	qə̃ː
	lə̃ː
	-qeː
	qə̃ː
	feː
	sṵ
	fo

	boy
	ERG
	sing.no.owner
	girl
	DAT
	sing.no.owner
	1excl.sing
	sing.3.sing.cl.1
	2.sing


 
	qə̃ː
	mu
	qə̃ː
	qə̃ː
	ɲḭ
	nə̃ː
	nḭ

	sing.no.owner
	love
	sing.no.owner
	sing.no.owner
	tell
	PAST
	3.sing.cl.2.SUBJ


“The boy told the girl that he loved her.”
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[bookmark: _Toc45]The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9)
So nẽẽ lo be pai ta’ fe qẽẽ boi qẽẽ nguu ti’ qoi qẽẽ goo ti’ ragaudi’ qẽẽ nguu. Niño nẽẽ jee nguu qẽ ti qẽẽ bo’ qẽẽ, goo koi nẽẽ jee nguu qoqidaa ñaajee pai ñuu qẽẽ bo’ qẽẽ qẽẽ, lotu qimẽẽ nẽẽ jee nguu wa. See nẽẽ jee nguu nau lẽ’ pikolo nguu ngii tẽ qẽẽ qẽẽ goo nau lẽ’ pikolo nguu na tẽ gaajoi qẽẽ qẽẽ qẽẽ. So nẽẽ jee nguu pikolo ka’kaa saa qẽẽ qẽẽ, goo so nẽẽ jee nguu bafoiqa ka’kaa bilẽẽwi qẽẽ qẽẽ.
And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. 
[bookmark: _Toc46]A Creation Myth
Ñupe’ du nau nguu lo ngi’ nguu. Noroo nẽẽ moi qẽẽ goo qa qẽẽ nguu jee nguu qoi roo nguu. Pospẽẽ nẽẽ jee nguu siijamo’tẽ’ nguu goo maitẽ’ nguu nguu qu pẽ nguu. Ju tatee nẽẽ wi’ lo’ fiimo qẽẽ qoi dẽ’ nguu qẽẽ pai seedo laja qẽẽ bo’ qẽẽ. Peeru nẽẽ je qẽẽ fe qẽẽ goo dakika qẽẽ nguu pai ki’jooli jefa qẽẽ bo’ qẽẽ. Gospii nẽẽ du qoi dẽ’ nguu, saangii nẽẽ je qẽẽ.
We are not like other people. Their languages were shaped by struggle and time. They copied the sounds of beasts and birds, and they learned to speak like that. But our language arose in a different way. It was born whole and perfect in a single breath. Our language did not evolve; it was created. 
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1excl.plur pron fo’ pron
1excl.sing pron fee pron
1incl.plur pron nau pron
1incl.sing pron pa pron
2.plur pron lẽ pron
2.sing pron fo pron
3.plur.cl.1 pron nii pron
3.plur.cl.2 pron jo pron
3.plur.cl.3 pron jee pron
3.plur.cl.4 pron qo’ pron
3.sing.cl.1 pron je pron
3.sing.cl.2 pron nuu pron
3.sing.cl.3 pron pu pron
3.sing.cl.4 pron foi pron
all adj be adj
always adv noi adv
and conj goo conj
animal noun tai noun (cl.4)
anus noun bongi’ngẽ noun (cl.3)
appear verb peeru verb
apple noun lo’fẽñee noun (cl.4)
arise verb tatee verb
ash noun bagaufa noun (cl.1)
back noun (body part) ño’ noun (cl.1)
bad adj ño adj
bank noun daadibẽ noun (cl.4)
bark noun (on tree) bo’duspo noun (cl.3)
be verb wi’ verb
because conj nu conj
bed noun ñi noun (cl.1)
begin unknown -tee suffix
belly noun da’bede’ noun (cl.1)
1. big adj ñee adj
2. big unknown -ngẽẽ suffix
binoculars noun wegeno noun (cl.2)
bird noun mai noun (cl.4)
bite verb si verb
black adj laa adj
blind adj fuuse’ adj
blood noun qi noun (cl.1)
blow verb ma’pii verb
bone noun sai noun (cl.4)
book noun siitoo noun (cl.2)
bosom noun (body part) biinapi noun (cl.1)
bottle noun ta’skaimẽ noun (cl.2)
box noun jewengẽ noun (cl.2)
boy noun gi noun (cl.2)
break verb dai verb
breast noun sareqee noun (cl.1)
breath noun ki’jooli noun (cl.1)
breathe verb qau verb
brick noun pikolo noun (cl.2)
build verb qo verb
burn verb na verb
but conj kau conj
buy verb go verb
call verb ko’ verb
cat noun no noun (cl.4)
catch verb voi verb
cease verb viingoi verb
chair noun taa noun (cl.1)
chase verb biiskaa verb
cheese noun ja’waquu noun (cl.4)
child noun (young human) qe’ noun (cl.3)
city noun ka noun (cl.1)
cloud noun ñawaali noun (cl.3)
cold adj gabu adj
colour noun ge noun (cl.2)
colourless adj neñomuu adj
come verb sii verb
COMIT pp qẽda pp
COMP pp qago’ pp
confound verb levi verb
copy verb pospẽẽ verb
correct adj jo’qi adj
count verb tẽẽ verb
court noun taaqistoo noun (cl.3)
create verb saangii verb
cut verb qoo verb
daughter noun waa noun (cl.1)
day noun po noun (cl.4)
dialect noun ragaudi’ noun (cl.4)
die verb bi verb
different adj laja adj
dig verb wiri’ verb
dirty adj sife adj
do verb loi verb
dog noun raa noun (cl.4)
drink verb tuu verb
dry adj javi adj
dull adj nujaaje adj
dust noun kubava noun (cl.4)
dwell verb qimẽẽ verb
ear noun bau noun (cl.1)
earth noun ta’ noun (cl.3)
east noun ti noun (cl.2)
eat verb ñe verb
egg noun niiru noun (cl.4)
eight num ñiira num
embrace noun ngẽẽgaungu noun (cl.4)
evolve verb gospii verb
eye noun fii noun (cl.1)
face noun doo noun (cl.1)
faeces noun laduge noun (cl.3)
fall verb fa verb
far adj ve adj
farmer noun ngaakiivi noun (cl.3)
fat noun joomauskaa noun (cl.1)
father noun ma noun (cl.2)
fear verb se verb
feather noun kugo’qi noun (cl.1)
few adj wi adj
1. fight noun moi noun (cl.3)
2. fight verb ñai verb
Fimo noun (language) fiimo noun (cl.3)
find verb koi verb
fingernail noun jatuspu noun (cl.4)
Finufo prop Finuufoo prop (cl.1)
fire noun vau noun (cl.3)
fish noun dii noun (cl.4)
five num do num
float verb vo’sko verb
flow verb gañe’ verb
flower noun wẽli’se noun (cl.3)
fly verb pẽẽ verb
fog noun ta’fufe noun (cl.3)
foot noun nge noun (cl.1)
forest noun wastiibo noun (cl.3)
four num te num
freeze verb qojo verb
friend noun sau noun (cl.3)
from pp qẽ pp
from_above pp dẽẽ pp
from_across pp qe pp
from_around pp to pp
from_behind pp naa pp
from_in_front pp fẽ pp
from_inside pp ka’ pp
from_left pp jẽẽ pp
from_near pp daa pp
from_next_to pp le’ pp
from_outside pp lu pp
from_right pp ke’ pp
from_surface pp jaa pp
from_under pp poi pp
fruit noun toi noun (cl.4)
full adj pamee adj
furious adj ñofo’ge adj
furiously adv ri’ adv
girl noun lẽẽ noun (cl.1)
give verb ru verb
God prop Tuñapo prop (cl.2)
good adj gu adj
grass noun qepuqẽ noun (cl.3)
green adj winuu adj
grind verb fabo verb
guts noun lo’paro noun (cl.1)
hair noun de noun (cl.1)
hand noun fi noun (cl.1)
happy adj fiito’ adj
hate verb sista’ verb
have verb so verb
head noun ki’ noun (cl.1)
hear verb gau verb
heart noun mii noun (cl.1)
heavy adj kavuu adj
hit verb bee verb
hold verb ku verb
horn noun puñotaa noun (cl.4)
house noun vo’ noun (cl.2)
human being noun lo noun (cl.3)
hundred num bevu num
hunt verb niiju verb
hunter noun juvabaa noun (cl.2)
husband noun vu noun (cl.2)
ice noun bivẽbo noun (cl.3)
idea noun boisqee noun (cl.1)
in pp pai pp
in_above pp fu pp
in_across pp ki’ pp
in_around pp bau pp
in_behind pp moi pp
in_in_front pp ngoo pp
in_inside pp doi pp
in_left pp na pp
in_near pp po’ pp
in_next_to pp fuu pp
in_outside pp nai pp
in_right pp ñu’ pp
in_surface pp sa’ pp
in_under pp ro’ pp
inside noun bo’ noun (cl.1)
INSTR pp jumo’ pp
jaguar noun nuqusi noun (cl.4)
journey verb niño verb
Kafisa prop Ka’fiisa prop (cl.2)
kill verb nga’ verb
kiss verb tiska verb
knee noun ne’ta’ngoo noun (cl.1)
knife noun wiiñee noun (cl.2)
know verb ñau verb
lake noun bi’ngauma noun (cl.3)
lamb noun fiiwaisqe noun (cl.4)
land noun ñuu noun (cl.3)
language noun qoi noun (cl.1)
large adj sungaa adj
laugh verb bii verb
leaf noun jaa noun (cl.3)
left adj ñaa adj
leg noun fu noun (cl.1)
library noun maaqiivaa noun (cl.3)
lie verb nai verb
lion noun kode’spa noun (cl.4)
1. little adj jau adj
2. little unknown -saa suffix
live verb naa verb
liver noun ñefoimii noun (cl.1)
long adj lai adj
louse noun lugeñu noun (cl.4)
love verb mu verb
Lugumo prop Lugumo prop (cl.1)
machine noun tẽẽfibo noun (cl.2)
make verb ngii verb
mammal noun siijamo’ noun (cl.4)
man noun ki noun (cl.2)
MANNER pp ja’la pp
manner noun seedo noun (cl.1)
many adj vii adj
market noun daa noun (cl.1)
meat noun wo noun (cl.4)
medicine noun ngukaruu noun (cl.3)
money noun diitə̃ːnə̃ː noun (cl.2)
moon noun puu noun (cl.3)
mortar noun bilẽẽwi noun (cl.2)
mother noun suu noun (cl.1)
mountain noun baagimẽ noun (cl.3)
mouse noun fengaiqu noun (cl.4)
mouth noun no’ noun (cl.1)
Moyamu prop Mojamuu prop (cl.1)
Nadipo prop Nẽdiipo’ prop (cl.1)
name noun ba noun (cl.3)
narrow adj ngufituu adj
near adj ñoi adj
neck noun laqoima’ noun (cl.1)
neighbour noun ño’seespo noun (cl.3)
net noun pañoiko noun (cl.2)
new adj we adj
night noun de’ noun (cl.2)
nine num gete num
north noun wau noun (cl.4)
nose noun li noun (cl.1)
often adv ngoo adv
old adj (not young) ja’ adj
one num ti’ num
or conj ka’ conj
other adj ngi’ adj
pat verb veesaa verb
penis noun si’rera noun (cl.1)
people noun kẽ noun (cl.3)
perfect adj dakika adj
plain noun qoqidaa noun (cl.3)
play verb qii verb
pull verb nga verb
PURP pp ka’kaa pp
purpose verb quuve verb
push verb pa’ verb
Quyaingi prop Quujaingi prop (cl.2)
rain noun duu noun (cl.3)
red adj ni adj
religion noun vuni’skaa noun (cl.4)
resemble verb ñupe’ verb
restaurant noun jopi’wo noun (cl.3)
right adj mi adj
river noun siitauwi’ noun (cl.2)
road noun vi noun (cl.2)
root noun watiipoo noun (cl.1)
rope noun loviika noun (cl.2)
rotten adj ñingaa adj
round adj nasaa adj
rub verb lisa verb
run verb so’ verb
salt noun lisi’we noun (cl.4)
sand noun niitesqe’ noun (cl.3)
say verb see verb
scatter verb ñiñi verb
school noun juujaatuu noun (cl.1)
scratch verb ñagu verb
sea noun gaastu noun (cl.3)
see verb pii verb
seed noun qi’gi’go noun (cl.2)
seven num mukẽẽ num
sew verb qite verb
shape verb noroo verb
sharp adj fejo adj
she pron kee pron
short adj di adj
sing verb bo verb
single adj jefa adj
sit verb pe verb
six num wofu num
skin noun pau noun (cl.1)
sky noun woo noun (cl.3)
sleep verb ñii verb
slime noun bafoiqa noun (cl.4)
small adj da adj
smell verb ki verb
smoke noun te’foive noun (cl.1)
smooth adj ga’skuva adj
snake noun vudoilu noun (cl.4)
snow noun komi’lo noun (cl.3)
some adj ta adj
son noun poi noun (cl.2)
sound noun qu noun (cl.3)
south noun dẽ noun (cl.2)
speak verb ñu verb
speech noun busa noun (cl.1)
spend_time verb buqaa verb
spit verb qo’sta verb
split verb ngeesko’ verb
squeeze verb taani verb
stab verb sosqa verb
stand verb woi verb
star noun qai noun (cl.3)
stick noun deeridaa noun (cl.2)
stone noun saa noun (cl.3)
stop unknown -dẽ suffix
straight adj mage’stuu adj
student noun diwainge noun (cl.2)
suck verb fe’vuu verb
sun noun ngau noun (cl.3)
surface noun boi noun (cl.1)
surprise verb peegoi verb
swell verb niqu verb
swim verb rii verb
table noun puunga noun (cl.1)
tail noun beevesku noun (cl.1)
teacher noun seesaangə̃ː noun (cl.3)
tell verb ñi’ verb
ten num kii num
that det ñẽẽ det
the det jẽ’ det
then conj ju conj
there adv wa adv
thick adj pustisku adj
thin adj tistu adj
think verb ga’ verb
this det me det
thoroughly adv gaajoi adv
thousand num boopaa num
three num ro’ num
throw verb lu verb
thus conj lotu conj
tie verb bumu verb
tiger noun ngasausa noun (cl.4)
time noun qa noun (cl.1)
to pp ña’ pp
to_above pp lo pp
to_across pp vi’ pp
to_around pp qaa pp
to_behind pp dẽ pp
to_in_front pp vau pp
to_inside pp moo pp
to_left pp re pp
to_near pp nu pp
to_next_to pp mo’ pp
to_outside pp ñii pp
to_right pp jai pp
to_surface pp pe pp
to_under pp na’ pp
tongue noun nee noun (cl.1)
tooth noun su noun (cl.4)
top noun kuu noun (cl.1)
tower noun ma’wẽsko noun (cl.2)
tree noun ne noun (cl.2)
turn verb la verb
two num ñe’ num
umbrella noun fawani noun (cl.2)
understand verb faa verb
urine noun giteva noun (cl.3)
vagina noun li’naawi noun (cl.1)
vomit verb noqa verb
walk verb sa verb
want verb ko verb
warm adj jooke’ adj
wash verb ro verb
water noun soi noun (cl.3)
west noun rẽ noun (cl.2)
wet adj sodi adj
wheat noun siñuusti noun (cl.4)
white adj jai adj
whole adj fe adj
wide adj ñaajee adj
wife noun mo noun (cl.1)
wild boar noun wiinoikuu noun (cl.4)
wind noun vo noun (cl.3)
wing noun tilosqa noun (cl.1)
wipe verb joñi verb
Wisogo prop Wisoogo prop (cl.1)
with pp wẽ pp
withhold verb po’bu verb
woman noun je’ noun (cl.1)
worm noun vomawo noun (cl.4)
year noun qa’ noun (cl.3)
yellow adj gudoo adj
yon det dau det
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ba [ba] noun (cl.3) name noun
baagimẽ [baːɡimə̃] noun (cl.3) mountain noun
bafoiqa [bafɔiqa] noun (cl.4) slime noun
bagaufa [baɡaufa] noun (cl.1) ash noun
1. bau [bau] noun (cl.1) ear noun
2. bau [bau] pp in_around pp
be [be] adj all adj
bee [beː] verb hit verb
beevesku [beːvesku] noun (cl.1) tail noun
bevu [bevu] num hundred num
bi [bi] verb die verb
bii [biː] verb laugh verb
biinapi [biːnapi] noun (cl.1) bosom noun (body part)
biiskaa [biːskaː] verb chase verb
bilẽẽwi [bilə̃ːwi] noun (cl.2) mortar noun
bivẽbo [bivə̃bo] noun (cl.3) ice noun
bi’ngauma [bḭŋauma] noun (cl.3) lake noun
bo [bo] verb sing verb
boi [bɔi] noun (cl.1) surface noun
boisqee [bɔisqeː] noun (cl.1) idea noun
bongi’ngẽ [boŋḭŋə̃] noun (cl.3) anus noun
boopaa [boːpaː] num thousand num
bo’ [bo̰] noun (cl.1) inside noun
bo’duspo [bo̰duspo] noun (cl.3) bark noun (on tree)
bumu [bumu] verb tie verb
buqaa [buqaː] verb spend_time verb
busa [busa] noun (cl.1) speech noun
bu’ [bṵ] vpsubj enclitic 2.sing 
da [da] adj small adj
1. daa [daː] noun (cl.1) market noun
2. daa [daː] pp from_near pp
daadibẽ [daːdibə̃] noun (cl.4) bank noun
dai [dai] verb break verb
dakika [dakika] adj perfect adj
dau [dau] det yon det
-da’ [-da̰] nouncase suffix ABL 
da’bede’ [da̰bedḛ] noun (cl.1) belly noun
de [de] noun (cl.1) hair noun
dee [deː] vpvoice enclitic active 
deeridaa [deːridaː] noun (cl.2) stick noun
de’ [dḛ] noun (cl.2) night noun
di [di] adj short adj
dii [diː] noun (cl.4) fish noun
diitə̃ːnə̃ː [diːtə̃ːnə̃ː] noun (cl.2) money noun
diwainge [diwaiŋe] noun (cl.2) student noun
-di’ [-dḭ] detgender suffix cl.3 
do [do] num five num
doi [dɔi] pp in_inside pp
doo [doː] noun (cl.1) face noun
-do’ [-do̰] nouncase suffix ERG 
du [du] vpnegation enclitic NEG 
duu [duː] noun (cl.3) rain noun
-dẽ [-də̃] suffix stop unknown
1. dẽ [də̃] noun (cl.2) south noun
2. dẽ [də̃] pp to_behind pp
dẽẽ [də̃ː] pp from_above pp
dẽ’ [də̰̃] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.1incl.plur 
fa [fa] verb fall verb
faa [faː] verb understand verb
fabo [fabo] verb grind verb
fawani [fawani] noun (cl.2) umbrella noun
fa’ [fa̰] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.plur.cl.2 
fe [fe] adj whole adj
fee [feː] pron 1excl.sing pron
fejo [fejo] adj sharp adj
fengaiqu [feŋaiqu] noun (cl.4) mouse noun
fe’vuu [fḛvuː] verb suck verb
fi [fi] noun (cl.1) hand noun
fii [fiː] noun (cl.1) eye noun
fiimo [fiːmo] noun (cl.3) Fimo noun (language)
fiito’ [fiːto̰] adj happy adj
fiiwaisqe [fiːwaisqe] noun (cl.4) lamb noun
Finuufoo [finuːfoː] prop (cl.1) Finufo prop
fi’ [fḭ] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.1incl.plur 
fo [fo] pron 2.sing pron
foi [fɔi] pron 3.sing.cl.4 pron
fo’ [fo̰] pron 1excl.plur pron
1. fu [fu] noun (cl.1) leg noun
2. fu [fu] pp in_above pp
fuu [fuː] pp in_next_to pp
fuuse’ [fuːsḛ] adj blind adj
fẽ [fə̃] pp from_in_front pp
gaajoi [ɡaːjɔi] adv thoroughly adv
gaastu [ɡaːstu] noun (cl.3) sea noun
gabu [ɡabu] adj cold adj
gau [ɡau] verb hear verb
gañe’ [ɡaɲḛ] verb flow verb
ga’ [ɡa̰] verb think verb
ga’skuva [ɡa̰skuva] adj smooth adj
ge [ɡe] noun (cl.2) colour noun
gete [ɡete] num nine num
gi [ɡi] noun (cl.2) boy noun
giteva [ɡiteva] noun (cl.3) urine noun
gi’ [ɡḭ] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.1excl.sing 
-go [-ɡo] detgender suffix cl.2 
go [ɡo] verb buy verb
goo [ɡoː] conj and conj
gospii [ɡospiː] verb evolve verb
gu [ɡu] adj good adj
gudoo [ɡudoː] adj yellow adj
guu [ɡuː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.2.sing 
ja [ja] vpsubj enclitic 1incl.sing 
1. jaa [jaː] noun (cl.3) leaf noun
2. jaa [jaː] pp from_surface pp
1. jai [jai] adj white adj
2. jai [jai] pp to_right pp
jatuspu [jatuspu] noun (cl.4) fingernail noun
jau [jau] adj little adj
javi [javi] adj dry adj
ja’ [ja̰] adj old adj (not young)
ja’la [ja̰la] pp MANNER pp
ja’waquu [ja̰waquː] noun (cl.4) cheese noun
je [je] pron 3.sing.cl.1 pron
jee [jeː] pron 3.plur.cl.3 pron
jefa [jefa] adj single adj
jewengẽ [jeweŋə̃] noun (cl.2) box noun
je’ [jḛ] noun (cl.1) woman noun
jo [jo] pron 3.plur.cl.2 pron
-joo [-joː] nouncase suffix ABS 
jooke’ [joːkḛ] adj warm adj
joomauskaa [joːmauskaː] noun (cl.1) fat noun
jopi’wo [jopḭwo] noun (cl.3) restaurant noun
joñi [joɲi] verb wipe verb
jo’ [jo̰] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.1excl.plur 
jo’qi [jo̰qi] adj correct adj
ju [ju] conj then conj
jumo’ [jumo̰] pp INSTR pp
juu [juː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.plur.cl.1 
juujaatuu [juːjaːtuː] noun (cl.1) school noun
juvabaa [juvabaː] noun (cl.2) hunter noun
ju’ [jṵ] vpmode enclitic conditional 
jẽ [jə̃] vpsubj enclitic 3.sing.cl.1 
jẽẽ [jə̃ː] pp from_left pp
jẽ’ [jə̰̃] det the det
ka [ka] noun (cl.1) city noun
kaa [kaː] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.sing.cl.3 
kau [kau] conj but conj
kavuu [kavuː] adj heavy adj
1. ka’ [ka̰] conj or conj
2. ka’ [ka̰] pp from_inside pp
Ka’fiisa [ka̰fiːsa] prop (cl.2) Kafisa prop
ka’kaa [ka̰kaː] pp PURP pp
ke [ke] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.2.sing 
kee [keː] pron she pron
ke’ [kḛ] pp from_right pp
1. ki [ki] noun (cl.2) man noun
2. ki [ki] verb smell verb
kii [kiː] num ten num
1. ki’ [kḭ] noun (cl.1) head noun
2. ki’ [kḭ] pp in_across pp
ki’jooli [kḭjoːli] noun (cl.1) breath noun
ko [ko] verb want verb
kode’spa [kodḛspa] noun (cl.4) lion noun
koi [kɔi] verb find verb
komi’lo [komḭlo] noun (cl.3) snow noun
koo [koː] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.plur.cl.2 
ko’ [ko̰] verb call verb
ku [ku] verb hold verb
kubava [kubava] noun (cl.4) dust noun
kugo’qi [kuɡo̰qi] noun (cl.1) feather noun
kuu [kuː] noun (cl.1) top noun
ku’ [kṵ] vpsubj enclitic 1incl.plur 
kẽ [kə̃] noun (cl.3) people noun
kẽẽ [kə̃ː] vpta enclitic PRES 
kẽ’ [kə̰̃] vpvoice enclitic passive 
la [la] verb turn verb
laa [laː] adj black adj
laduge [laduɡe] noun (cl.3) faeces noun
lai [lai] adj long adj
laja [laja] adj different adj
laqoima’ [laqɔima̰] noun (cl.1) neck noun
le [le] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.1excl.sing 
lee [leː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.sing.cl.2 
levi [levi] verb confound verb
le’ [lḛ] pp from_next_to pp
li [li] noun (cl.1) nose noun
lii [liː] vpsubj enclitic 3.plur.cl.2 
lisa [lisa] verb rub verb
lisi’we [lisḭwe] noun (cl.4) salt noun
li’ [lḭ] vpsubj enclitic 3.plur.cl.4 
li’naawi [lḭnaːwi] noun (cl.1) vagina noun
1. lo [lo] noun (cl.3) human being noun
2. lo [lo] pp to_above pp
loi [lɔi] verb do verb
loo [loː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.sing.cl.4 
lotu [lotu] conj thus conj
loviika [loviːka] noun (cl.2) rope noun
lo’ [lo̰] vpsubj enclitic 3.sing.cl.3 
lo’fẽñee [lo̰fə̃ɲeː] noun (cl.4) apple noun
lo’paro [lo̰paro] noun (cl.1) guts noun
1. lu [lu] verb throw verb
2. lu [lu] pp from_outside pp
lugeñu [luɡeɲu] noun (cl.4) louse noun
Lugumo [luɡumo] prop (cl.1) Lugumo prop
luu [luː] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.1incl.sing 
lu’ [lṵ] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.plur.cl.3 
lẽ [lə̃] pron 2.plur pron
lẽẽ [lə̃ː] noun (cl.1) girl noun
lẽ’ [lə̰̃] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.sing.cl.1 
ma [ma] noun (cl.2) father noun
-maa [-maː] nouncase suffix PART 
maaqiivaa [maːqiːvaː] noun (cl.3) library noun
mage’stuu [maɡḛstuː] adj straight adj
mai [mai] noun (cl.4) bird noun
ma’ [ma̰] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.2.plur 
ma’pii [ma̰piː] verb blow verb
ma’wẽsko [ma̰wə̃sko] noun (cl.2) tower noun
me [me] det this det
mi [mi] adj right adj
mii [miː] noun (cl.1) heart noun
mi’ [mḭ] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.sing.cl.3 
mo [mo] noun (cl.1) wife noun
1. moi [mɔi] noun (cl.3) fight noun
2. moi [mɔi] pp in_behind pp
Mojamuu [mojamuː] prop (cl.1) Moyamu prop
moo [moː] pp to_inside pp
mo’ [mo̰] pp to_next_to pp
mu [mu] verb love verb
mukẽẽ [mukə̃ː] num seven num
muu [muː] vpsubj enclitic 2.plur 
mẽẽ [mə̃ː] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.plur.cl.1 
1. na [na] verb burn verb
2. na [na] pp in_left pp
1. naa [naː] verb live verb
2. naa [naː] pp from_behind pp
1. nai [nai] verb lie verb
2. nai [nai] pp in_outside pp
nasaa [nasaː] adj round adj
nau [nau] pron 1incl.plur pron
na’ [na̰] pp to_under pp
ne [ne] noun (cl.2) tree noun
nee [neː] noun (cl.1) tongue noun
neñomuu [neɲomuː] adj colourless adj
ne’ta’ngoo [nḛta̰ŋoː] noun (cl.1) knee noun
nga [ŋa] verb pull verb
ngaakiivi [ŋaːkiːvi] noun (cl.3) farmer noun
ngasausa [ŋasausa] noun (cl.4) tiger noun
ngau [ŋau] noun (cl.3) sun noun
nga’ [ŋa̰] verb kill verb
nge [ŋe] noun (cl.1) foot noun
ngee [ŋeː] vpsubj enclitic 1excl.plur 
ngeesko’ [ŋeːsko̰] verb split verb
ngii [ŋiː] verb make verb
ngi’ [ŋḭ] adj other adj
1. ngoo [ŋoː] adv often adv
2. ngoo [ŋoː] pp in_in_front pp
ngufituu [ŋufituː] adj narrow adj
ngukaruu [ŋukaruː] noun (cl.3) medicine noun
nguu [ŋuː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.no.owner 
-ngẽẽ [-ŋə̃ː] suffix big unknown
ngẽẽgaungu [ŋə̃ːɡauŋu] noun (cl.4) embrace noun
ni [ni] adj red adj
nii [niː] pron 3.plur.cl.1 pron
niiju [niːju] verb hunt verb
niiru [niːru] noun (cl.4) egg noun
niitesqe’ [niːtesqḛ] noun (cl.3) sand noun
niqu [niqu] verb swell verb
niño [niɲo] verb journey verb
ni’ [nḭ] vpsubj enclitic 3.sing.cl.2 
no [no] noun (cl.4) cat noun
noi [nɔi] adv always adv
noqa [noqa] verb vomit verb
noroo [noroː] verb shape verb
no’ [no̰] noun (cl.1) mouth noun
1. nu [nu] conj because conj
2. nu [nu] pp to_near pp
nujaaje [nujaːje] adj dull adj
nuqusi [nuqusi] noun (cl.4) jaguar noun
nuu [nuː] pron 3.sing.cl.2 pron
nu’ [nṵ] vpsubj enclitic 3.plur.cl.3 
Nẽdiipo’ [nə̃diːpo̰] prop (cl.1) Nadipo prop
nẽẽ [nə̃ː] vpta enclitic PAST 
pa [pa] pron 1incl.sing pron
pai [pai] pp in pp
pamee [pameː] adj full adj
pau [pau] noun (cl.1) skin noun
pañoiko [paɲɔiko] noun (cl.2) net noun
pa’ [pa̰] verb push verb
1. pe [pe] verb sit verb
2. pe [pe] pp to_surface pp
pee [peː] vpsubj enclitic 3.sing.cl.4 
peegoi [peːɡɔi] verb surprise verb
peeru [peːru] verb appear verb
pe’ [pḛ] vpquestion enclitic Q 
pi [pi] vpsubj enclitic 3.plur.cl.1 
pii [piː] verb see verb
pikolo [pikolo] noun (cl.2) brick noun
-pi’ [-pḭ] nouncase suffix LOC 
po [po] noun (cl.4) day noun
1. poi [pɔi] noun (cl.2) son noun
2. poi [pɔi] pp from_under pp
pospẽẽ [pospə̃ː] verb copy verb
po’ [po̰] pp in_near pp
po’bu [po̰bu] verb withhold verb
pu [pu] pron 3.sing.cl.3 pron
pustisku [pustisku] adj thick adj
puu [puː] noun (cl.3) moon noun
puunga [puːŋa] noun (cl.1) table noun
puñotaa [puɲotaː] noun (cl.4) horn noun
-pu’ [-pṵ] nouncase suffix INS 
pẽ [pə̃] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.plur.cl.4 
pẽẽ [pə̃ː] verb fly verb
qa [qa] noun (cl.1) time noun
qaa [qaː] pp to_around pp
qago’ [qaɡo̰] pp COMP pp
qai [qai] noun (cl.3) star noun
qau [qau] verb breathe verb
qa’ [qa̰] noun (cl.3) year noun
qe [qe] pp from_across pp
-qee [-qeː] nouncase suffix DAT 
qepuqẽ [qepuqə̃] noun (cl.3) grass noun
qe’ [qḛ] noun (cl.3) child noun (young human)
qi [qi] noun (cl.1) blood noun
qii [qiː] verb play verb
qimẽẽ [qimə̃ː] verb dwell verb
qite [qite] verb sew verb
qi’gi’go [qḭɡḭɡo] noun (cl.2) seed noun
qo [qo] verb build verb
qoi [qɔi] noun (cl.1) language noun
qojo [qojo] verb freeze verb
qoo [qoː] verb cut verb
qoqidaa [qoqidaː] noun (cl.3) plain noun
qo’ [qo̰] pron 3.plur.cl.4 pron
qo’sta [qo̰sta] verb spit verb
qu [qu] noun (cl.3) sound noun
Quujaingi [quːjaiŋi] prop (cl.2) Quyaingi prop
quuve [quːve] verb purpose verb
-qu’ [-qṵ] nouncase suffix VOC 
qẽ [qə̃] pp from pp
qẽda [qə̃da] pp COMIT pp
qẽẽ [qə̃ː] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.no.owner 
ra [ra] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.1excl.plur 
raa [raː] noun (cl.4) dog noun
ragaudi’ [raɡaudḭ] noun (cl.4) dialect noun
re [re] pp to_left pp
rii [riː] verb swim verb
ri’ [rḭ] adv furiously adv
ro [ro] verb wash verb
roo [roː] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.3.plur.cl.3 
1. ro’ [ro̰] num three num
2. ro’ [ro̰] pp in_under pp
ru [ru] verb give verb
rẽ [rə̃] noun (cl.2) west noun
sa [sa] verb walk verb
-saa [-saː] suffix little unknown
saa [saː] noun (cl.3) stone noun
saangii [saːŋiː] verb create verb
sai [sai] noun (cl.4) bone noun
sareqee [sareqeː] noun (cl.1) breast noun
sau [sau] noun (cl.3) friend noun
sa’ [sa̰] pp in_surface pp
se [se] verb fear verb
see [seː] verb say verb
seedo [seːdo] noun (cl.1) manner noun
seesaangə̃ː [seːsaːŋə̃ː] noun (cl.3) teacher noun
se’ [sḛ] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.plur.cl.4 
si [si] verb bite verb
sife [sife] adj dirty adj
sii [siː] verb come verb
siijamo’ [siːjamo̰] noun (cl.4) mammal noun
siitauwi’ [siːtauwḭ] noun (cl.2) river noun
siitoo [siːtoː] noun (cl.2) book noun
sista’ [sista̰] verb hate verb
siñuusti [siɲuːsti] noun (cl.4) wheat noun
si’ [sḭ] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.sing.cl.2 
si’rera [sḭrera] noun (cl.1) penis noun
so [so] verb have verb
sodi [sodi] adj wet adj
soi [sɔi] noun (cl.3) water noun
soo [soː] vpsubj enclitic 1excl.sing 
sosqa [sosqa] verb stab verb
so’ [so̰] verb run verb
su [su] noun (cl.4) tooth noun
sungaa [suŋaː] adj large adj
suu [suː] noun (cl.1) mother noun
su’ [sṵ] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.sing.cl.1 
sẽ [sə̃] vpmode enclitic optative 
sẽẽ [sə̃ː] vpmode enclitic indicative 
sẽ’ [sə̰̃] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.2.plur 
-ta [-ta] detgender suffix cl.1 
ta [ta] adj some adj
taa [taː] noun (cl.1) chair noun
taani [taːni] verb squeeze verb
taaqistoo [taːqistoː] noun (cl.3) court noun
tai [tai] noun (cl.4) animal noun
tatee [tateː] verb arise verb
-ta’ [-ta̰] detgender suffix cl.4 
ta’ [ta̰] noun (cl.3) earth noun
ta’fufe [ta̰fufe] noun (cl.3) fog noun
ta’skaimẽ [ta̰skaimə̃] noun (cl.2) bottle noun
te [te] num four num
-tee [-teː] suffix begin unknown
te’ [tḛ] vpnegation enclitic POS 
te’foive [tḛfɔive] noun (cl.1) smoke noun
ti [ti] noun (cl.2) east noun
tilosqa [tilosqa] noun (cl.1) wing noun
tiska [tiska] verb kiss verb
tistu [tistu] adj thin adj
ti’ [tḭ] num one num
to [to] pp from_around pp
toi [tɔi] noun (cl.4) fruit noun
to’ [to̰] npnumber.possessor enclitic plur.1incl.sing 
tu [tu] npnumber.possessor enclitic sing.3.sing.cl.4 
tuu [tuː] verb drink verb
Tuñapo [tuɲapo] prop (cl.2) God prop
tẽ [tə̃] vpmode enclitic imperative 
tẽẽ [tə̃ː] verb count verb
tẽẽfibo [tə̃ːfibo] noun (cl.2) machine noun
-tẽ’ [-tə̰̃] nouncase suffix GEN 
1. vau [vau] noun (cl.3) fire noun
2. vau [vau] pp to_in_front pp
ve [ve] adj far adj
veesaa [veːsaː] verb pat verb
vi [vi] noun (cl.2) road noun
vii [viː] adj many adj
viingoi [viːŋɔi] verb cease verb
vi’ [vḭ] pp to_across pp
vo [vo] noun (cl.3) wind noun
voi [vɔi] verb catch verb
vomawo [vomawo] noun (cl.4) worm noun
vo’ [vo̰] noun (cl.2) house noun
vo’sko [vo̰sko] verb float verb
vu [vu] noun (cl.2) husband noun
vudoilu [vudɔilu] noun (cl.4) snake noun
vuni’skaa [vunḭskaː] noun (cl.4) religion noun
vu’ [vṵ] vpquestion enclitic not.Q 
wa [wa] adv there adv
waa [waː] noun (cl.1) daughter noun
wastiibo [wastiːbo] noun (cl.3) forest noun
watiipoo [watiːpoː] noun (cl.1) root noun
wau [wau] noun (cl.4) north noun
we [we] adj new adj
wegeno [weɡeno] noun (cl.2) binoculars noun
-we’ [-wḛ] nouncase suffix ALL 
wi [wi] adj few adj
wiinoikuu [wiːnɔikuː] noun (cl.4) wild boar noun
wiiñee [wiːɲeː] noun (cl.2) knife noun
winuu [winuː] adj green adj
wiri’ [wirḭ] verb dig verb
Wisoogo [wisoːɡo] prop (cl.1) Wisogo prop
wi’ [wḭ] verb be verb
wo [wo] noun (cl.4) meat noun
wofu [wofu] num six num
woi [wɔi] verb stand verb
woo [woː] noun (cl.3) sky noun
wẽ [wə̃] pp with pp
wẽli’se [wə̃lḭse] noun (cl.3) flower noun
ñaa [ɲaː] adj left adj
ñaajee [ɲaːjeː] adj wide adj
ñagu [ɲaɡu] verb scratch verb
ñai [ɲai] verb fight verb
ñau [ɲau] verb know verb
ñawaali [ɲawaːli] noun (cl.3) cloud noun
ña’ [ɲa̰] pp to pp
ñe [ɲe] verb eat verb
ñee [ɲeː] adj big adj
ñefoimii [ɲefɔimiː] noun (cl.1) liver noun
ñe’ [ɲḛ] num two num
ñi [ɲi] noun (cl.1) bed noun
1. ñii [ɲiː] verb sleep verb
2. ñii [ɲiː] pp to_outside pp
ñiira [ɲiːra] num eight num
ñingaa [ɲiŋaː] adj rotten adj
ñiñi [ɲiɲi] verb scatter verb
ñi’ [ɲḭ] verb tell verb
ño [ɲo] adj bad adj
ñofo’ge [ɲofo̰ɡe] adj furious adj
ñoi [ɲɔi] adj near adj
ño’ [ɲo̰] noun (cl.1) back noun (body part)
ño’seespo [ɲo̰seːspo] noun (cl.3) neighbour noun
ñu [ɲu] verb speak verb
ñupe’ [ɲupḛ] verb resemble verb
ñuu [ɲuː] noun (cl.3) land noun
ñu’ [ɲṵ] pp in_right pp
ñẽẽ [ɲə̃ː] det that det
